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Mile
 High Wildlife

Photography Club 

Travel & Landscape Photography
Guest Speaker: Dan Ballad

Wednesday, May 14, 2014  7:00 PM

International landscape and travel photographer, Dan Ballard, has traveled to 
over fifty countries and five continents building a stunning collection of images. 

His work has often been displayed in museums and galleries throughout the United 
States and sold to clients worldwide, including The Travel Channel and National 
Geographic. Ballard’s photographs are published in numerous magazines and 
calendars and he has received awards from prestigious competitions.

That said, this month’s presentation will bring to MHWPC much more than a 
slideshow of great photography. Dan Ballad is also well known for his inspirational 
programs, he has a true talent for transferring his enthusiasm to his audience 
while sharing useful tips and creative insight that can be integrated into ones 
own individual photographic style. A testament to his programs are the many 
invitations he receives, both nationally and abroad, to speak at special events 
and various photography clubs. 

More information about Dan Ballard’s photography, workshops and presentations 
may be accessed by visiting his website at www.danballardphotography.com.
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Annual Membership Dues
$35 Individual • $10 Additional Family Member • $15 Students 21yrs & under

Renew club dues by sending your payment to:
Sam Fletcher
Attn:MHWPC

11831 E. Kokomo
Franktown, CO 80016-8562

Current members: please update your account and contact information on the MHWPC website.

 A Warm Welcome for New MHWPC Members
Trevor Gondek and Richard Elliot

 Snacks and Beverages
 May Meeting: Georgia Hart, Fred & Melissa Stearns

June Meeting: Ken Winner, Bob Cross

TWE Exhibit: H2 Ohhh!
Exhibit dates: May 10 – July 6 

During the break at our May monthly meeting, club members and guests will be 
invited to view the twenty-six photographs competitively selected by MHWPC for 
the The Wildlife Experience museum H2 Ohhh! exhibit. 

Library News
Library items will be available at the May meeting. Please stop by during the break 
to browse our items and check out any of the books, magazines or dvds.

Karen Fiant, Librarian   
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Digital Training Meeting
7:00 to 9:30 PM at TWE
Meeting located in The Wildlife Experience Great Hall or Classroom / Open to paid members only. 

May 28, 2014   Interactive and “One on One” Sessions
Everyone bring your laptop along with image editing software and a few pics you’d 
like help with. Experts attending the meeting will work with participants to show 
them how to bring their pics to the next level. For example: If you need help with 
sizing photos for competition, this can be shown. If you want to use Lightroom 
more efficiently, or keywording interests you, someone will be there to assist. If you 
have questions about Nik, Bridge, Adobe Camera RAW or Photoshop, the experts 
can answer your questions and bring you to the next level. Be sure your batteries 
are fully charged as there are not enough outlets to power everyone’s laptop. This 
will be a great meeting to receive one on one help.

July 23, 2014   James Hager
James Hager will present a program explaining his workflow which involves Phase 
One Media Pro, Phase One Capture One Pro, Photoshop, NIK Silver Efex (for 
color images) and sometimes Lightroom for realistic HDR images

Additional interactive session with live demonstrations as time allows.

MHWPC Upcoming Programs
7:00 to 10:00 PM at TWE

May 14, 2014   Dan Ballard,  International Travel & Landscape Photographer
Dan Ballard will discuss the process of creating powerful and dramatic images. 
He will showcase photographs from his travels and talk about how what went 
into getting the shot. Ballard is known for his high energy and inspirational 
presentations. His programs offer new ideas that can be used to improve your 
own photography skills.

June 11, 2014   Colleen Miniuk-Sperry and Paul Gill, Authors/Photographers
Title: Wild in Arizona: Photographing Arizon’s Wildflowers

This program will integrate the presenter’s award-winning guidebook about 
photographing Arizona wildflowers. The program will cover techniques for including 
wildflowers in landscape images and macro photography of flowers.

July 9, 2014   Blaine Harrington III, Travel Photographer
This program will be in conjunction with an exhibit of Blaine Harrington’s work that 
will be on display at The Wildlife Experience.

More information about his MHWPC presentation to be announced at a later date.

http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.facebook.com/mhwpc
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April Club Field Trip Summary
We had a good turn out for the Garden of the Gods field trip on April 26th, with 
ten participants! Everyone was set up and ready for sunrise on the red sandstone 
rock formations but atmospheric conditions muddled the light and failed to deliver 
the spectacular color hoped for. Still, we found plenty of subjects for our cameras, 
including bighorn sheep, mule deer and two entertaining geese atop the spires.

Photos courtesy of Neal Fedora

Bob and Karen

“If you want to find Neal, look up!”

Karen

Shirley, Marge, Mark, Terry, 
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Upcoming MHWPC Field Trips

Saturday, May 17, 2014  Morning Shoot: Belmar Park / Kountze Lake
Meet at the Lakewood Heritage Center/Belmar Park parking lot 5:45AM
To arrange carpools with other members post a request on the club “event” blog.
Field Trip contact: Tammy Hammond   THphoto@comcast.net

Saturday, June 21, 2014  Mount Evans
(Weather permitting as road must be open all the way to the top of Mt. Evans)
Field Trip contact: Chuck Winter  cwinter@mii-rmcc.com  

Those interested in a sunrise shot will need to leave Denver at 4:00 AM, please 
contact Chuck Winter for additional information. Those interested in arriving after 
sunrise will meet at 6:00AM sharp.

Carpool: The group will carpool from the RTD Park and Ride - Dinosaur Lot located 
on the northwest corner of I-70 and Morrison road (Exit 259). Directions: Exit 259 
and go north on Highway 93. Turn left (west) on US 40. Take the first left into the 
RTD Park and Ride. Turn left into the Dinosaur Lot.

We will look for marmots, mountain goats, bighorn sheep and maybe ptarmigan.
 
Please register for this field trip by emailing Chuck Winter cwinter@mii-rmcc.com
Note: Map to carpool meeting area will appear in next month’s newsletter.

MHWPC members are invited to participate in club field trips. Field trips are 
wonderful  opportunities for taking the club experience to the field and sharing 
knowledge that may help you expand your photography skills. This is a good way 
to meet other club members, set up mentoring goals or just share the moment 
photographing with others that have a common interest.

  Belmar Park Parking

GOOGLE MAPS

Belmar Park and Kountze 
Lake is located at 801 
South Wadsworth Blvd., in 
Lakewood.
Bring your long lens as 
we will be photgraphing a 
variety of water birds.

We will meet (and park) 
at the Lakewood Heritage 
Center parking lot at S. 
Yarrow St. and Ohio Ave. 

http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.facebook.com/mhwpc
mailto:thphoto%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:cwinter%40mii-rmcc.com?subject=
mailto:cwinter%40mii-rmcc.com?subject=
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Sarah Marino is offering MHWPC members a 15% discount on both of her 
e-books, Desert Paradise and Forever Light.  Visit  www.naturephotoguides.com 
and enter the code MHWPC at check out.

April MHWPC Program Summary

Our April program featured Sarah Marino sharing information on her personal 
photographic vision and photographing Iceland and Death Valley. Sarah explained 
to the audience that her photography has moved from grand landscapes to 
intimate landscapes and capturing smaller scenes of flowers and plants, as well as 
abstracts that tell a different side of the story. A shift to more intimate landscapes 
presents the photographer with advantages such as capturing a more personal 
expression, exploring the subject in more detail, longer periods of magic light, and 
telling the complete story and allowing for images that explore mood and feeling.

Some of her key concepts used to produce these small scenics include slowing 
down to work in a more contemplative way, spend time exploring, strive to notice 
details, move beyond literal to think abstractly, learn to “see” through a broad range 
of lenses and experiment extensively, take risks, don’t be self-conscious.

Sarah also touched on design and composition concepts and the use of luminosity 
masks in Photoshop to simplify workflow, and referred us to Tony Kuyper’s work at 
www.goodlight.us.

MUSIC MEADOWS RANCH PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP
Dan Ballard Photography  September 5 - 7, 2014

Join Dan Ballard photographing cowboys, running horses and old barns 
with the stunning 14,000ft Sangre de Cristo Mountains in the background!!   
We will be shooting on a working cattle ranch and capturing some of the 
best scenery Colorado has to offer.

http://danballardphotography.com/ranches-wet-mountain-valley-colorado-
photography-workshop

Guest Speaker Promotion

Guest Speaker Promotion

http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.facebook.com/mhwpc
http://www.naturephotoguides.com
http://danballardphotography.com/ranches-wet-mountain-valley-colorado-photography-workshop
http://danballardphotography.com/ranches-wet-mountain-valley-colorado-photography-workshop
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Flickr’s 10th Anniversary Downtown Denver Photo Walk
Photo walk on Sunday, May 4th at 5:30pm

www.meetup.com/flickr/Denver-CO/1133362/?a=bn2

Rocky Mountain Regional Camera Show
Sunday, May 4, 2014   9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

The Jefferson County Fair Grounds
15200 West 6th Avenue

BUY – SELL – TRADE NEW & USED PHOTO EQUIPMENT

National Geographic Traveler Photo Contest
Submissions deadline June 30, 2014

www.travel.nationalgeographicmagazine/photo-contest/2014/

Washington Park Photo Contest
Deadline for photo entries June 8, 2014

More information can be found at:
www.fanswashingtonpark.org/2014-photo-contest-1.html

The Butterfly Pavilion
June 7, 2014  7:45 AM • Tripod photography before doors open to public.

Pre-payment and pre-registration required  www.butterflies.org 
6252 W. 104th Avenue • Westminster, CO

Brags, Events and Photo Opportunities

Fi Rust is the featured artist at 
the Boulder Arts & Crafts Gallery, 
located on the Pearl Street Mall in 
Boulder, in May and June. There 
will be live music and light snacks 
at the reception on May 9th.

Also, Fi’s first Colorado art show of 
the season in Estes Park will be on 
Memorial Weekend, May 24, 25 
and 26th, at the Art Market in Bond 
Park. Hours are 9-5 on Saturday 
and Sunday, 9-4 on Monday.

http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.facebook.com/mhwpc
http://www.meetup.com/flickr/Denver-CO/1133362/?a=bn2
www.travel.nationalgeographicmagazine/photo-contest/2014/
http://www.fanswashingtonpark.org/2014-photo-contest-1.html
http://http://www.butterflies.org/learn/tripod-photography
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Mentors for MHWPC Members

Seeking Newsletter Editor Volunteer 

The objective of a club mentoring program is to encourage interaction between 
members, on a more personal level, with the intent of sharing expertise for 
improving photography skills.

To build the mentoring process we need members to volunteer as mentors and 
members who wish to have a mentor. The process for mentors can be as simple as 
looking over images and helping decide which images look best, to helping shoot 
images in the field and/or helping with editing skills. We want to make mentoring 
as simple and as interactive as the participants want, therefore, each case will be 
different.

Who should sign up to be a Mentor? 
Anyone who has a heart to help others improve. We all have something to offer 
and it will be a very rewarding experience.

Who should sign up to be mentored? 
Anyone who desires to get become a better photographer.

Contact Bob Cross if you are a member that is interested in being mentored or 
mentoring – just email a quick note to crossphotos@gmail.com. Include a simple 
list of your strengths and/or weaknesses and any contact information you wish 
to share. This way we can begin to start setting up and encouraging mentorship 
groups. Those groups can be one on one or small groups depending on what 
works best for the mentors.

Flickr Group 
The club has set up a Flickr group that can be used by any member that would like 
to get comments or critiques on images. This is set up as a public group so anyone 
with a Flickr account can post to it, if you do not have a Flickr account you can set 
one up for free at http://www.flickr.com. Once you have a Flicker account find the 
group at http://www.flickr.com/groups/mhwpc/, then, join the group and feel free to 
post constructive comments and/or add photos you wish to have comments on. 
Since this is a public site, as a safe guard we have moderators to check for any 
content not consistent with appropriate club postings. We do ask that images that 
may be submitted for a future club competition entry not be put on the group site, 
this is to protect the anonymity of the photographer. Feedback on the Flickr site is 
welcomed.

If you have an interest in volunteering as the MHWPC Newsletter Editor please 
contact Tammy Hammond at newsletter@mhwpc.org for more information.

http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.facebook.com/mhwpc
mailto:crossphotos%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:crossphotos%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.flickr.com
http://www.flickr.com/groups/mhwpc
mailto:newsletter%40mhwpc.org?subject=
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Image Size Change for Competition Submissions

The club will start taking full advantage of the Canon digital projector by using larger image files for 
competitions beginning with the May 2014 competition. Images shall be prepared according to the 
following specifications:
• Image Size: up to 1400 pixels wide by 1050 pixels high
• Color Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1 – make sure to check “Embed Color Profile” in the file 

Save As dialogue box
• File Format: JPEG with embedded color profile
• JPEG Image Quality: 10 or less for Photoshop (Save As...) or 80% or less for other methods
JPEG Image Quality is being used to create reasonably-sized files instead of a KB limit so that 
images with a different number of pixels (portrait versus landscape) and images that compress 
differently (relatively smooth or uniform versus extremely detailed) will have similar image quality. 
Active club members may view the effect of JPEG image quality on some sample images at www.
mhwpc.org/members/jpeg_samps.php.

Competition Schedule   www.mhwpc.org/info/comp_sched.php

Month  Type     Submissions  

April  Wildlife, Scenic, Scenic WMW  March 13 through April 5
May  Wildlife, Scenic, Creative  April 10 through May 10
June  Wildlife, Scenic, Wildlife CC  May 15 through June 7
July  Wildlife, Scenic, Scenic WMW  June 12 through July 5

Monthly Competition Guidelines

Monthly competitions are open to all club members and are divided into two levels:
• Club for the general membership
• Masters for veteran club members whose past history of competition entries has demonstrated 

their photographic abilities at an extremely high level.
The Wildlife and Scenic categories are part of each competition. The Wildlife CC (Wildlife Captive 
or Controlled),  Scenic WMW (Scenic With Minimal Wildlife) and Creative categories alternate.

Competition Rules

Images submitted in categories other than Creative may be enhanced or changed using any of the 
tools available in a post processing graphics editing program, except one cannot copy or significantly 
alter the primary subject or primary parts of the image in any way, nor can one import items from 
another image. The intent of the original image must be maintained. Images may be color, black-
and-white, or toned (i.e., sepia). There are no post processing restrictions for the Creative category. 
Creativity is encouraged.

Up to three images may be entered by each member, with a maximum of two in any one category. 
If in doubt about the suitability of an image for a particular category, bring the image to someone 
on the competition committee for their recommendation prior to entering it. If approved, it may be 
entered into a subsequent competition. Contact the competition committee. Entries that do not 
receive an award (1st, 2nd, 3rd, or HM) may be re-entered in future club competitions.

Entries must be submitted according to the Digital Image Submission Guidelines.

Monthly MHWPC Competition Information
REFER TO www.mhwpc.org/info/competition.php FOR COMPETITION CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS. 

http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.facebook.com/mhwpc
http://www.mhwpc.org/info/comp_sched.php
http://www.mhwpc.org/info/competition.php
http://www.mhwpc.org/info/competition.php
http://www.mhwpc.org/info/competition.php
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Tips for Raptor Photography:
for non-captive, wild birds
by Jeff Parker

Burst mode is best
When birds blink, their second eyelid 
(called a nictitating membrane) opens 
and closes, which can result in strange 
looking images.  Since an in-focus eye 
is one wildlife photography “must,” 
burst mode ups your chances of 
capturing keepers. It also helps collect 
quick action such as birds fighting over 
carrion, landing, and taking off.
Wary is the word 
Nobody had to teach raptors about stranger danger – these birds are born nervous!  
Quick movement catches their eyes the most. In and out lens movement may even 
give them pause.  Act like a statue, staying still as much as possible. Nervous birds 
will look at you; if one does, FREEZE!  If not careful your actions will scatter your 
subjects – for the rest of the day. Allow raptors to relax after you shoot your landing 
shots.  A raptor on one foot signifies a relaxed bird. A bird stretching its wings might 
make you think he’s relaxed, but not necessarily!  If he has sat still for a while the 
opposite is probably true – he’s probably preparing for take-off.
Keep concealed
There’s a reason we use the phrase “eagle eye”: raptors will see you before you 
see them (see tip #2). Your best bet is to work from a blind. Often a vehicle works 
well as a blind, especially if you bring your biggest lens and sit extra still for a while 
after shutting off the engine. Since I’m talking about photographing non-captive 
birds, plan on staying far away from these subjects.
Stay silent
Raptors can hear well. Vertically offset ears located just behind the eyes help hone 
in on sound location. Some species get extra ear-range from facial disk feather 
arrangement. Your voice and your shutter, especially non-stop actuation, could 
cause the birds to leave for the day. If you must talk, keep your voice down and use 
short bursts when shooting.
Lookout for landings
Focus on where a bird is headed before she arrives. Most birds, including raptors, 
take off and land into the wind.  Considering when the light’s best for photography, 
an early morning east wind and a west wind in the afternoon, means you’re in luck!
Prepare for lift-off
You get some of your best action shots as birds leave. That means you’ve got 
prepare for take-off. Good news! Raptors also prepare for take-off and will give 
you plenty of signs that they’re about to depart. A bird looking into the breeze 

Crested Caracara

7

http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.facebook.com/mhwpc
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Club Meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the second Wednesday of each month, located in the 
theater of The Wildlife Experience (10035 South Peoria • Parker, CO) unless otherwise stated. 
Meetings end at 10:00 PM, or earlier depending on the agenda. Visitors are always welcome.

Digital Training Meetings are held from 7:00 – 9:30 PM on the fourth Wednesday of odd numbered 
months. The meetings are open to paid members only. The Digital Training meetings are held in the 
Classroom or Great Hall of TWE, dependent on planned events.

MHWPC Newsletter submission deadline for the June 2014 newsletter is Saturday, May 31st.

Read about Tours and Workshops offered by MHWPC Members on page 12

and/or crouching is a bird about 
to take-off. So, too, is a bird that 
defecates.
Practice patience
Patience pays in wildlife 
photography, especially when 
shooting raptors. Don’t fire away 
at a perched bird just sitting there.  
You’re creating lots of boring 
images and running the risk of 
scaring your subject away with 
the sound of your shutter. Wait for 
natural behavior, the kind of show a relaxed bird puts on: stretching, preening, 
calling, eating. Wait for her to do something before taking your shot.

Wildlife photographer, Jeff Parker, leads the naturally curious on photo tours throughout North, South, and 
Central America. Questions about bird photography? Give Jeff a call or send him an email, he’ll be happy to 
help you out! www.ExploreInFocus.com  or call (512) 378-3355. © Jeff Parker 2013

g

Crested Caracara

http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.facebook.com/mhwpc
http://www.ExploreInFocus.com
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Workshops and Tours offered by MHWPC Members

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours  www.russburdenphotography.com
rburden@ecentral.com   phone 303-791-9997 
2014 Schedule
• Oregon Coast - 10 day trip, May 24 - June 2
• Tetons and Yellowstone NP, June 14 - 20
• Colorado Wildflowers & Alpine Scenery, July 12 - 18
• Glacier National Park Tour #1, July 24 - 30
• Glacier National Park Tour #1, July 31 - Aug. 6
• Mt Evans and Garden of the Gods, Aug. 23 - 29
• Tetons and Yellowstone NP, Sept. 24 - Oct. 3
• Hunts Mesa (Monument Valley) and Capital Reef
• National Park, Oct. 14 - 19
• Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks, Nov. 1 - 7
• Bosque Del Apache / White Sands Natl. Monument  (Full moon on Dec. 6), Dec. 6 - 12

Dawn Wilson Photography   www.dawnwilsonphotography.com   phone 970-567-6109
Polar Bears in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Kaktovik, Alaska   September 21 – 26, 2014

James Hager Photography   www.JamesHagerPhoto.com   720-219-4248
Tanzania in February 2015
• 3 full days in Ngorongoro Crater
• 10 days in Serengeti National Park
• only 3 photographers per vehicle
• learn more at JamesHagerPhoto.com/tours/tanzania_feb15.php
Gorillas in February 2015 / Volcanoes National Park, Rwanda
• 5 days of mountain gorilla trekking
• learn more at JamesHagerPhoto.com/tours/gorillas_feb15.php

Cathy & Gordon Illg’s Adventure Photography  www.advenphoto.com
gordon@advenphoto.com   phone 303-237-7086
2014 Schedule:
• Oregon Coast / California Redwoods, May 27–June 1
• Wildlife Babies, June 15–18
• Scotland Birds & More, June 20-July 1
• South Dakota / Badlands, September 7-12
• Alaska Eagles, November 2-7 or 3-8
• Arches & Canyonlands National Parkst, December 2-7

If you have an interest in volunteering as the club Newsletter Editor please contact 
Tammy Hammond at newsletter@mhwpc.org for more information.

Rita Summers   rita@wildimages.biz   phone 303-840-3355
Tanzania:   February 24 – March 11, 2015
Sixteen day safari visiting Tarangire, Lake Manyara, Ngorongoro Crater and the Serengeti at the 
height of the wildebeest migration.We will be staying in Serena Lodges and camping in private 
luxury tents. $7420 includes all in-country transportation, accommodations, meals, park fees and 
even tips for driver/guides, camping staff and waiters.

http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.facebook.com/mhwpc
http://www.russburdenphotography.com
mailto:rburden%40ecentral.com%20?subject=
http://www.dawnwilsonphotography.com
http://www.JamesHagerPhoto.com
http://JamesHagerPhoto.com/tours/tanzania_feb15.php
http://JamesHagerPhoto.com/tours/gorillas_feb15.php
http://www.advenphoto.com/Adventure_Photography/Adventure_Photography_303-237-7086.html
mailto:gordon%40advenphoto.com?subject=
mailto:newsletter%40mhwpc.org?subject=
mailto:rita%40wildimages.biz?subject=
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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club
Volunteer Contact Information

President Bob Stocker 
 bob@stockerphotos.com 303.759.4056

Vice-President Chris Frazier 
 colophotofan@live.com 303.356.2399

Treasurer Sam Fletcher 
 shjjif@aol.com 303.688.5107

Newsletter Editor Tammy Hammond  
 newsletter@mhwpc.org  303.806.9145

Webmaster James Hager 
 webmaster@mhwpc.org 720.219.4248

Projectionist Chuck Summers
 cgsummers@gmail.com 303-619-7245

Programs Nancy Stocker 
 nancy@stockerphotos.com 303.759.4056

Membership Marge Mieger 
 bioniclady@me.com 303.696.8021

Competition Russ Burden 
 rburden@ecentral.com 303.791.9997

Competition Chris Loffredo
Scoring ChrisLoff@comcast.net 303.267.3846

Competition Chris Frazier 
Judging colophotofan@live.com 303.356.2399

Field Trips & Bob Cross 
Mentoring crossphoto@gmail.com 303.663.2019

Library Karen Fiant 
 k.f@centurylink.net 303.752.2791

Snacks Mary Paetow 
 empaetow@comcast.net 303.690.8259

BOARD of DIRECTORS

 Rita Summers  
 ritasummers@gmail.com 303.840.3355

 Russ Burden  
 rburden@ecentral.com 303.791.9997

 Chuck Winter 
 cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303.972.2538

 Chris Loffredo  
 ChrisLoff@comcast.net 303.267.3846

 Ron Eberhart 
 ron@roneberhart.com 720.635.6337

All material contained in this newsletter is copyright protected and may not be reproduced without permission.
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