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Show Some Behavior 

Bad can be good when photographing in the wild 

by Russ Burden 
Good behavior is something toward 
which we should all aspire. It's often 
rewarded. As both a former teacher and 
current parent, I look to the positive and 
make a big deal about it when it 
happens. But when I photograph wildlife, 
I change my tune and I want the bad boy 
in my subjects to surface. For instance, 
good boy stands still and is not restless 
at all - bad for wildlife images. Bad boy 
ruffles his feathers and chases the others 
- good for images. Good boy is quiet and 
calm - bad for images. Bad boy snorts 
and shows an attitude - good for images. 
Portraits of animals in their environment 
are very common. Even those in great 

light. Will I continue to shoot these images - of course. But capturing dramatic behavior when photographing 
wildlife is what it's all about. 

For those of you who have kids and subscribe to Highlights magazine or are old enough to remember reading 
it yourself, you'll know Goofus and Gallant. If not, just go with the flow. When I photograph animals, I want 
Goofus. I want the animal who shows me some bad boy action. I want to see attitude and emotion as it 

majestically raises its head and emits a 
superior demeanor. I want to capture the 
image of the big bull elk strutting through 
the river as if he owns it. This is when my 
shutter finger gets active. As cool as it is 
to capture any animal in the wild, it's so 
nice when behavior is displayed. It takes 
patience and persistence and you need 
to keep your eye glued to the viewfinder 
as the decisive moment lasts only a short 
while. Stay with it to increase your odds 
of capturing it. 

When animals are by themselves, wait 
until they begin to do something other 
than stand still and look pretty.                  
I encourage you to take the standing still 
image, but I doubly encourage you to  
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wait for the action. It may be a feeding behavior or something as simple as a yawn or scratching an itch, but 
in that it shows the animal doing something, it will make a more dramatic photo. Wait for a bird to take flight, 
for the bull moose to lip curl, the snake to test the air with its tongue, or any and all behavior that adds interest 
to the wildlife image. 

I really like it when there's more than one subject to get interaction. It's a great stepping stone to capture a 
dramatic shot. When animals go nose to nose, I love to press the shutter. If there's some sort of scuffle, it's 
also a great time to take the image. Territorial displays let you produce excellent photos as each subject vies 
for supremacy. Watch carefully as the animals interact. Often a small twist of the head or position of the eye 
can make the difference between a great photo and a mediocre one. There will always be a decisive moment 
when the connection between the two subjects peak. While I look through the viewfinder, I try to “will” this to 
happen. Sometimes it works. When it does, I like to think it was because my thoughts were sent to the 
subjects but in actuality, I know it was because I was persistent and patient in wanting to capture the 
behavior. Round one goes to the bad boys.  

(EDITORS NOTE:  With Russ’ permission, this article is reprinted from Russ’ “Tip Of The Week” column at Outdoor 
Photographer’s website at http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/how-to/tip-of-the-week.html. Please visit this website for 

more of Russ’ informative and practical advice for photographers.) 

Tell Your Friends & Family— The 

MHWPC  Has A Facebook Page! 

36 people have ‘liked’ our club’s page so far, and 

the number continues to grow a bit each month.  If 

you are a Facebook user, please consider looking 

up ‘Mile High Wildlife Photography Club” or simply 

“MHWPC” and ‘liking’ our page.  And please share 

this page with your friends and family that            

appreciate quality wildlife and nature photography. 

The more ‘likes’ the club’s page gets, the better 

known we become on Facebook! 

 

Upcoming Wildlife 

Experience Event  

 

ELK BUGLING HAYRIDE 

September 22 

5:00-7:00p.m.  

Join us for this special field 

trip to the Backcountry Wilderness Area of High-

lands Ranch where your family can hear elk bugle, 

learn about elk biology, behavior and ecology, take 

great photos, and be a part of a truly unforgettable 

experience.  This program includes a 1.5 mile 

roundtrip hike where experts in wildlife calling will 

draw the elk near.  

Cost: $15 members/$18 non-members.  Minimum 

age 8 years old.  Limited space available, buy online 

now or call 720.488.3344 to register today. 

News from 

the Library 

Hi there! 

We are sorry that it has 
been awhile since the 
library table has been 

open at the meetings.  We were on the West Coast 
during the June meeting, had the picnic, and now 
will finally be there.  If you have items to return, 
please bring them to the September meeting.  Also, 
if you would like to check out a DVD from Yosemite, 
a book about Yosemite, new books donated by Lara 
Hardesty (I’ll keep you in suspense as to what they 
are), or one of our great items, stop by and check us 
out. 

Other new items include Fall Colors Across North 
America by Anthony Cook, Elliot Porter’s South-
west, and some Digital Photography books. 

Enjoy shooting – photos that is! 

Joe and Betsy Lamb 

Hospitality for the  

September Meeting 

 

Lois Lake - Cookies/Snacks 

Ellen Ingram -  Beverages 

http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/how-to/tip-of-the-week.html
http://donate.thewildlifeexperience.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fthewildlifeexperience.org%2fadult-family-programs%2f%23Elk&srcid=1186&srctid=1&erid=837006&trid=0db5c77d-7cc1-40fe-8730-ffb5ef22649b
http://donate.thewildlifeexperience.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.museumtix.com%2fticket%2ford_eventcat.aspx%3fvid%3d798%26pid%3d5737175%26eid%3d5737208%26evd%3d9%252f22%252f2012%26evt%3d17%253a00%253a00%26pvt%3dtwe&srcid=1186&srctid=1&erid=837006&tr
http://donate.thewildlifeexperience.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.museumtix.com%2fticket%2ford_eventcat.aspx%3fvid%3d798%26pid%3d5737175%26eid%3d5737208%26evd%3d9%252f22%252f2012%26evt%3d17%253a00%253a00%26pvt%3dtwe&srcid=1186&srctid=1&erid=837006&tr
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“Summers in the South” Preview Reception at TWE  

 

Club members and their guests are 
welcome to attend a preview reception 
celebrating the opening of Summers in 
the South – Photographs from Antarctica 
and the Falkland Islands on Tuesday, 
September 25 from 4 – 7 PM. Enjoy a 
first glimpse of the exhibition of 30 
inspiring images by MHWPC members, 
Rita, Charlie and Chuck Summers, in the 
Community Gallery.  

The Summers family has been 
photographing birds and animals in the 
world’s wild places since the 70’s. Rita 
and Charlie Summers went to Antarctica 
for the first time in 2006 and fell in love 
with the icy areas south of the 50th 
parallel.  They have returned four times 
since then and were joined in the 
Falkland Islands in 2009 by their son, Chuck, who is also developing a passion for wildlife photography.  

Antarctica is the coldest, driest, windiest, highest continent on earth, graced with stunning beauty and 
spectacular wildlife. The islands south of the 50th parallel: the Falkland Islands, South Shetlands, South 
Georgia, and South Orkneys are teeming with wildlife.  The birds and mammals that live in this hostile 
environment are perfectly suited to life in the extremes. Indeed, they thrive there with colonies of hundreds of 
thousands of penguins living together in a raucous cacophony of calls and challenges.   

All of the world’s penguins live south of the equator and most of the albatrosses in the world live in the 
Southern Hemisphere. Many species of seals and sea lions live and breed in southern waters, including the 
massive Southern Elephant Seal with males weighing over 5 tons.   

Charlie Summers was named BBC Wildlife Photographer of the Year in 1985. This is the highest honor given 
in the wildlife photography field.  Rita is one of the women photographers represented in Mother Earth, a 
collection of works of women writers and photographers. They did the photography for All the Wild Horses, a 
book about the wild horses of the world and have had photos in most nature magazines and calendars 
published in the United States.  

The Summers’ photographs will let you experience the excitement of being surrounded by some of nature’s 
most endearing creatures. Summers in the South will be on view through January 21. Guests will also be able 
to experience Ends of the Earth: From Polar Bears to Penguins, a 6,000 sq. ft. interactive natural history 
exhibit from Science North, opening in the second floor gallery.   
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Competition Rules Reminder 

Each month, the newsletter will have a reminder or synopsis of one or more rules category.  This 
month, a reminder of the WILDLIFE category rules is below.    
  
NOTE:  If there's any doubt as to the eligibility of one of your images, please submit it to someone 

on the competition committee for approval. 

 

Wildlife 

  Wildlife whose normal, everyday movements are not controlled by man and are free to roam. 

  No domesticated, captive, or controlled animals. 

 The animal(s) must be the primary focal point, and evidence of the hand of man, if any, must be 

secondary. 

 The intent of the original image must be maintained. 

 Images may be color, black-and-white, or toned (i.e., sepia). 

 The competition committee and/or judge will be the final determiners of whether an image is appropriate 

to the category. 

All images in this newsletter are copyrighted by the photographers and are intended for viewing only. They 

are not to be downloaded or reproduced in any way without the written permission of the photographer. 
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

Drinking Buddies by Nancy Nelson 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother Love by Richard Seeley 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immature Back Crown 

Heron by Brenda Fletcher 

August Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                        Judge: Matt Schaefer 

Location:  Serengeti National Park, 

Tanzania 
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  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arctic Fox Stare-Down  

by Chuck Summers 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow Breasted Chat by Clair Postmus 

August Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife (continued)                  Judge: Matt Schaefer 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orb Spider by Bob Stocker 
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First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reeds at Freedom Park  

by L.S. Butch Mazzuca 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bend With The Wind by Ken Winner 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunrise at Muddy Pass Lake  

by Lois Lake 

August Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                          Judge: Matt Schaefer 

Location:  Freedom Park, Edwards, Colorado 

“I wanted to catch the first rays of light as 

they shown down on the reeds at the reflecting 

pond at Freedom Park in Edwards, Colorado.  

I also wanted to get there before the wind 

picked up (as is always does) to catch the 

pond when it was smooth”  

- L.S. Butch Mazzuca 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Milky Way Galactic Center 

by Roger Clark 

Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

Beartooth Pass Rainbow by Bob Karcz 
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  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Broad-Billed Hummingbird  

by Clair Postmus 

  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gods Reach For The Stars  

by Roger Clark 

August Club Competition Results 
Category: Open                                                        Judge: Matt Schaefer 

  Second Place 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desert Color by Barbara Fleming 

Location:  Garden Of The Gods, Colorado 

 

“4 X 5 image of the Gods in later afternoon light 

on Fujichrome Velvia ISO 50 combined with a 

15 second exposure of the constellation Cygnus 

made at ISO 1600 , 24mm lens at f/2 .” 

        -  Roger Clark 
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First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swainson’s Hawk by Rob Palmer 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adoration by Jan Forseth 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Brothers by Chris Loffredo 

August Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                         Judge: Matt Schaefer 

Location:  Pawnee National Grasslands, Colorado 

“Captured this shot as an adult was hunting 

grasshoppers in a field.” 

        -  Rob Palmer 

  Honorable Mention 

Mountain Goats by James Hager 
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  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yucca on White Sands by Sam Fletcher 

  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glowing Paintbrush by James Hager 

August Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                                                      Judge: Matt Schaefer 

  Second Place 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Redfish Lake by Jan Forseth 

Location:  San Juan National Forest, Colorado 

“I made this image in mid July in the high 

country near Silverton. I set up by these Sul-

phur Paintbrush to capture the pre-sunrise 

color on the clouds and used my 17mm Tilt/

Shift lens to capture a large number of paint-

brush and the tarns. The tilt motion let me 

have the paintbrush in the foreground and the 

mountains in the distance in focus.” 

        -  James Hager 
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The Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge will again host an amateur nature photography contest. 
Entries must be submitted to the Refuge Visitor Center at 6550 Gateway Rd., Commerce City September 22-
October 7, 2012. Photos must have been taken at the Refuge. Details are on the Refuge website  
www.fws.gov/rockymountainarsenal. The direct link to the contest webpage is http://www.fws.gov/
rockymountainarsenal/PDFs/2012%20amateur%20photo%20contest.pdf .  Questions may be directed to 
Susan Drobniak at susan_drobniak@fws.gov . Thank you to Georgia Hart for providing this information to the 
MHWPC newsletter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                        

  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bird Of A Different Color  

by Chris Loffredo 

August Masters Competition Results 
Category: Open                                                        Judge: Matt Schaefer 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rocky & Bullwinkle by Rob Palmer 

Location:  Denver Zoo 

http://www.fws.gov/rockymountainarsenal
http://www.fws.gov/rockymountainarsenal/PDFs/2012%20amateur%20photo%20contest.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/rockymountainarsenal/PDFs/2012%20amateur%20photo%20contest.pdf
mailto:susan_drobniak@fws.gov
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Upcoming Programs ! 

September Bill Schmoker will offer a program on “Capturing Great Images of Birds”.   

October Glenn Randall returns to the MHWPC, with a live demonstration of tilt-shift lens photography. Glenn 
will shoot in live mode and project the image he is capturing onto the big screen for all to see as he makes his 
adjustments. 

November Founding members Rita and Charlie Summers will present a program entitled “Antarctica—50 

Degrees and South”.  This program will coincide with their work on display at The Wildlife Experience—see 
page 3 of this newsletter for more details.   

 

Recent Speaker Information 

For more information regarding recent programs and speakers, the following contact information is available: 

August  August was time for the annual Club Picnic!  The picnic took the place of a program.   

July Club member Russ Burden presented a program all about wildlife. The presentation was a compilation 
of local and wildlife images made while photographing out and about in the Denver area in addition to what he 
has captured on his tours. Great images + great insights = a great program!  See more of Russ’ photography 
and tour info at www.russburdenphotography.com.  

June  Club members Gordon & Cathy Illg gave a presentation on their personal and professional travels to 

islands.  If you would like to see more of Gordon and Cathy's images or to see a listing of their upcoming 
photo tours, go to their Adventure Photography website at advenphoto.com. 

May Club member Bruce Norman gave a presentation on the Alaskan inside passage and adjacent areas, 

traveling by a smaller cruise yacht. 

 

 Audubon Society Photo Contest 

The Audubon Society Of Greater Denver is holding 
a photography contest entitled “Share the View…” 

Let us see into your world... 

Total of $3,500 in cash prizes for the top 11 images  

2 Grand Prizes of $1000 each  

4 First Prizes $250  

5 Second Prizes $100  

Special recognition for the top 250 images: 

- Featured on the contest website throughout 2013 

- Certificates of Merit awarded to each 

Open to all photographers worldwide, 18 years and 
up. Images must be taken by the person entering 
them. (see the Contest Website & Rules for details). 
Thank you to Nancy Stocker for providing this        
information to the MHWPC newsletter! 

  

Digital Training Meeting Info! 

While our regular club meetings are open to guests 
and visitors, paid membership has a great additional     
opportunity – the club’s digital training meetings. 
Every meeting is an opportunity to increase your              
digital photographic knowledge.   

On September 26th, George Jardine, from Adobe, 

will present Lightroom 4. George will spend a bit of 
time talking about library management, and the     
importance of good organizational habits along with 
LR features that support the ideas. He'll also      
dedicate a portion of his presentation to the Develop 
module and finally, touch on the Output module. 
Thanks to Tim Visser for setting this up! 

For October, we would love for someone to do a 
presentation on “What's New in Photoshop CS6” - 
any takers ?????? It can be a group presentation - it 
doesn't have to fall on the shoulders of one person. 
Please let Russ Burden know if you're willing. 
Thanks! 

http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://denveraudubon.contestvenue.com/
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg’s  

Adventure Photography Tours 

For more information visit 

www.advenphoto.com 

or contact the Illg’s at phone 303 237-7086, or 

via email at gordon@advenphoto.com 

 

 

2012 Destinations include: 

 California—Eastern Sierras, Sept 11-16th 

 South Dakota—Badlands, September 25-30th 

 Minnesota—Fall Wildlife, October 7-10th 

 Utah—Bryce & Zion NP’s, November 4-9th 

 Utah—Arches & Canyonlands, Nov 25-30th 

 

2013 Destinations include: 

 Beauty & The Beasts (Central California Coast), 

January 13-18th 

 Bosque Del Apache, January 22-27th 

 Hawaii—February17-23rd 

 Maui—February 23-28th 

 Northern Lights (Alaska) - March 10-16th 

 Florida Birds & More—April 21—26th 

 Texas Birds & More—May 5– 10th 

 Iceland—May 23rd—June 3 

 Wildlife Babies (Minnesota) - June 18-21st 

 

 

Member Workshops and Tours: 

James Hager Photography                             

Small Group Photo Safaris 

For more information visit 

 www.jameshagerphoto.com 

or contact James  

via email at james@jameshagerphoto.com  

 

Destinations include: 

 

Kenya in October 2012: A 20-day classic 

African photo safari, including visits to Samburu 

National Reserve, Lake Nakuru National Park, 

and Masai Mara National Reserve. The safari is 

intended for photographers, or serious 

naturalists, who want to spend time with the 

animals of East Africa.  

 

Gorillas in October 2012: 5 days of visiting 

mountain gorillas in the best environment for 

photography — Volcanoes National Park in  

Rwanda.  Gorilla trekking in Volcanoes National 

Park is an amazing experience! 

 
Tanzania in February 2013: A 15-day classic 

African photo safari to Ngorongoro Crater and 

Serengeti National Park during the height of the 

wildebeest birthing season. The safari is 

intended for photographers, or serious 

naturalists, who want to spend time with the 

animals of East Africa during a time of high 

predator-prey interaction.  

 

Gorillas in February 2013: 5 days of visiting 

mountain gorillas in the best environment for 

photography — Volcanoes National Park in 

Rwanda. 

http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.jameshagerphoto.com/
http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.jameshagerphoto.com/
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours 

For more information visit 

www.russburdenphotography.com  

or contact Russ at phone 303-791-9997, or            

via email at rburden@ecentral.com 

 

2012 Destinations include: 

 Sept 23 - Oct 2, 2012   Grand Teton and Yellow-

stone National Parks in Fall - 10 days 

 

 Oct. 16 - 21, 2012     Hunts Mesa - An Aerial   

Perspective of Monument Valley and Capital 

Reef National Park 

 

 Nov. 3 - 9, 2012    Fall Colors at Bryce Canyon 

and Zion National Parks 

 

 Dec. 1 - 7, 2012    Bosque Del Apache and  

White Sands National Monument 

 

2013 Destinations include: 

 Feb 23 - Mar 1, 2013   Birds of Florida 

 

 Apr. 13 - 19, 2013    Monument Valley and the 

Slot Canyons  

 

 May 4-10, 2013   Arches and Canyonlands with 

Photoshop Sessions 

 

 May 25—June 3, 2013 Oregon and Northern 

California Coast and Coastal Redwoods 

 

 June 15-21, 2013—Grand Teton and             

Yellowstone National Parks in the Spring 

 

 July 13-19, 2013 Colorado Wildflowers and    

Alpine Scenery 

 

 Sep. 23—Oct 2, 2013—Grand Teton and      

Yellowstone National Parks in Autumn 

 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

President: Bob Cross 

crossphoto@gmail.com 303-663-2019 

Vice-President: Bob Stocker 

stockers@stockerphotos.com 303-759-4056 

Treasurer: Sam Fletcher 

shjjf@aol.com 303-688-5107 

Newsletter Editor:  Chris Frazier  

Newsletter Co-Editor:  Lara Hardesty 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399  

Webmaster: James Hager 

http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 

TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Competition: Russ Burden 303-791-9997 

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 303-267-3846 

Competition Entries/Judging : Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Mary Paetow 303-690-8259 

Library: Joe & Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

Mentoring: Stephanie Lindemann 

slin@cougarridgephotography.com 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 

Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 

September Meeting 

Wednesday, September 12th 

7:00 p.m. –  10:00 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE—Theatre 

10035 South Peoria 

Competition:  Wildlife, Scenic, and Wildlife CC 

August Attendance: Approximately 55 

 

September Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, September 26nd 

7:00 p.m. –  9:30 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE—Great Hall 

 

Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 

October submission deadline is Saturday 09/29/12 

http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://www.mhwpc.org
mailto:slin@cougarridgephotography.com
mailto:newsletter@mhwpc.org
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/

