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MHWPC Turns 35 Years Old! 
In October this year, the Mile High Wildlife Photo Club turned 35 years old.  Charlie Summers wrote an article 

back in October 2006 noting the club’s 30th birthday, and provided some additional material for this 35-year 

look back at our club’s beginnings.  The rest of this article quotes from both the 2006 article and Charlie’s 

recent recollections:   

Founding the MHWPC was need driven because there was not a nature club locally.  The nearest club was in 

Boulder, which was not practical to drive round trip, as it put one back in the metro area rather late at 

night.  So, a few photographers decided to form a new club. On October 21, 1976 a core group of twelve 

individuals met to form the nucleus of the club. Of the original twelve, Charlie Summers is the remaining one 

still active in the club.   

Joe Branney, a prominent Englewood lawyer, wrote the original ―Articles of Association" which were adopted 

unanimously. The Articles of Association required our meetings to be run in accordance with Robert's Rules 

of Order, Revised. They also spelled out a quorum to conduct business for the club, in our case, 20% of the 

active membership.  That initial meeting occurred in the Summers’ house on Weaver Place in Littleton. 

Subsequent meetings were conducted once a month in the old Capitol Federal Savings and Loan building on 

South Broadway between Belleview and Arapahoe Roads.   

One of the founding purposes of the club was to help people get into selling their work. Initially, the club did 

not have competitions but instead, critique sessions where the audience as well as the photographer 

participated. The thrust of this critique was whether the photo would or would not sell in the estimate of the 

judge.  There could be rebuttal from the audience.  If one felt the judge missed something or was off base, 

members of the audience could speak up.  

 The club was initially tied in with PSA but migrated away from it over the years. For several years the club 

ran an annual competition with the Afrikaans Photographic Society. We never won that contest!   

That core group that decided to form and fund the club were hardcore wildlife guys. The programs we had 

were tailored to helping folks find new subjects.  Our programs were not so much photography orientated as 

they were "where are they hiding" types.  Some of our speakers included the large and small game managers 

from, at that time, The Department of Game and Fish. Others included the raptor specialist for Colorado, the 

predator control officer of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and whoever could steer us in the right direction 

Remember the MHWPC Holiday Gathering!  

Wednesday December 14th at 6:00PM 

See Page Seven for additional details of our Special Program! 

The club is providing meats and beverages, please bring a side dish to share 
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to find subjects for our wildlife images.  

We also had weekend field trips to selected areas, such as the sage grouse colony at Walden, CO. Charlie 

also recalls other field trips for Ptarmigan and Bighorn Sheep as well as club visits to Rocky Mountain 

National Park. We were a small Club then and it didn't take many vehicles to transport all our members to a 

designated destination. Of course, gas was a lot cheaper then too!  

The Club has grown from that small nucleus of people to what you see today, a flourishing photographic 

group with a diversity of interests but with a common bond, photography.  Thirty-five years is a remarkable 

accomplishment in an era full of change for photographers. In 1976, it would have been unthinkable that film 

would all but disappear.  The club has thrived and grown through the film to digital conversion, darkroom to 

digital software, paper publications to website and internet based information, from wildlife based through 

adding scenic and creative photography, and other changes.  The fact that many of our current members are 

published and recognized in a variety of ways, as well as the club’s wins in the Natures Best contests, is a 

tribute to what those twelve individuals started back in 1976.  Congratulations, MHWPC, and here’s wishing 

many more years to come! 

 What Mile High Wildlife Photo Club Means To Me 

By Russ Burden 
Editors Note:  Throughout 2012, we hope this will be a recurring column, with various members chiming in  

with thoughts about why they joined and enjoy our club.  Not only does this celebrate the club’s thirty-five 

years and counting, it’s also a great way to tell website visitors and those considering membership about the 

club. Please consider sharing your thoughts during one of the upcoming newsletter submission windows. 

Thank you to Russ for both the idea of this column and for providing the first article.  

  Mile High Wildlife Photo Club is the epitome of what a camera club should be. Over the decades, I've 

watched it evolve into one of the premier organizations in the country. It's provided me inspiration to better my 

photographic skills and to share what I've learned with others. I've watched the membership evolve both 

numerically and in expertise. I've witnessed the club ride the waves of change relative to competition 

categories, the creation of new classes of competition, the demise of film based photography, the switch to 

digital, in addition to many more upgrades. I'm thankful for the symbiotic relationship that's been 

established with The Wildlife Experience.  A definitive highlight for me is MHWPC is the only club to win 

Nature's Best Camera Club Division twice - certainly a testament of the ability of the members.  I'm thankful to 

be part of such a great organization. 

Rich Seeley’s video ―Wild Alaska‖ can now be found 
as part of the Nature Photographer Magazine app 
on the iPad. If you have an iPad, download Nature     
Photographer Magazine app summer 2011 issue 
and have a look. If not, you can view it here:  

Nature Photographer Magazine App 

Thank you to all the people who 

signed up to bring snacks and 

beverages during the first half of 

2012!  Three people even 

signed up to be an alternates 

already. That's terrific!   

We still need volunteers to bring BEVERAGES FOR 

THE MONTHS OF FEBRUARY & MAY.  Please 

sign up via the club website, or contact Nancy 

Stocker if you’re able to cover one of these remain-

ing hospitality slots.  Thank you! 

http://www.naturephotographermag.com/
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A Brief History of the MHWPC Website 

by James Hager 

The MHWPC website is five years old this year and has come a long way since its inception in 2006. It was 
developed to promote the club and facilitate its operation following two guiding principles: 1) provide easy 
access to information, and 2) allow various teams to function efficiently. The website was developed using 
PHP and MySQL to provide a flexible, expandable, database-driven website. 

This is how the website has progressed over the years. 

 October 2006 – The website is launched and contains the competition guidelines, officer contact 
information, and the TWE images from 2006. 

 January 2007 – Newsletters, links to members' websites, and monthly competition images are added. 

 July 2007 – The membership is handled through the web, and a membership directory and email 
broadcast messages are added. 

 August 2007 – Ads and the blog system are added. 

 September 2007 – Digital Meeting information is added. 

 February 2009 – Library items are added. 

 May 2009 – The snack system is added. 

 October 2009 – Emails are sent when an ad is posted. 

 November 2009 – An online help system is added. 

 January 2010 – Online monthly competition submission and photographer contact are added. 

 May 2011 – The email broadcast system can handle attachments. 

 October 2011 – Significantly reworked the back end to handle competitions, competition notices, and 
meeting notices through the website. 

The website is currently driven by 79 database tables and is made up of 119 pages divided into the following 
types: 

 General: 36 pages accessible to the general public 

 Member: 21 pages accessible only to members 

 Administration: 51 pages accessible to select members with special access 

 Automatic: 11 pages that run automatically to handle routine tasks 

To get the most out of the website, go to your Manage Account page and set your Email Preferences so that 
you can get, or not, notices about upcoming meetings, competition image submission windows, and/or blog 
posts. You can also create a link to your photography-related website so visitors, and search engines, will 
know about it. 

Special thanks go to Patrick Devereux, Brenda Fletcher, and Rita Summers who keep the membership up to 
date, Chris Frazier who maintains the Newsletter area, Lara Hardesty who maintains the meeting summaries, 
Fred Stearns who maintains the Digital Meeting program information, Nancy Stocker who runs the snack 
system, Chuck Summers who handles the competition images, and Chuck Winter who maintains the general 
meeting program information. 

As always, let me know if you have any questions about the website or have suggestions to improve it. 
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Revised Articles of Association Vote 

The Officers and Board of the MHWPC have worked on revised Articles of Association to more accurately 

reflect some of the officer duties and update some of the language of the Articles.  The below Articles of 

Association will be discussed and put to a vote for approval by the membership at our January meeting.   

Articles of Association for the  
Mile High Wildlife Photo Club (―The Club‖) 

(Proposed Revision 11/17/2011) 

Article I. Purposes 

A. To develop and foster an interest in photography of the natural world. 

B. To strive for excellence in the utilization of photography to record the natural world. 

C. To teach methods of capturing and processing images of nature. 

D. To hold regular meetings devoted to the subject of nature photography thereby encouraging the 
development of mutual photographic interests among Club Members. 

E. To encourage and organize trips for Club Members to photograph nature. 

F. This association is not for political purposes. 

Article II.  Membership  

Section 1. A Club Member shall be any person who has paid the annual dues, shares in the purposes 
of the Club, and participates in Club meetings and activities.  A Club Member is entitled to participate 
in all Club functions.  Section 2. A Guest of the Club shall be any person who has not paid the annual 
dues but is welcome to attend Club meetings. However a Guest is not entitled to participate in any 
other Club privileges such as holding office, voting, attending special group and class meetings, 
entering into competitions, and using the Club Library. 

Article III.  Officers and Board of Directors 

Article IIIA.  Officers 

Section 1. Officers shall be President, Vice President, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Webmaster and 
the two most recent past Presidents.  Section 2. All officers shall be nominated by the Board of 
Directors and elected by the membership.  Section 3. The President and Vice President shall be 
elected for a one year term and shall be eligible to succeed themselves for another one year term, if 
elected by the membership. All other officers may serve without regards to any term limit.  Section 4. If 
the President must be absent, the next Officer will fill in during the meeting or function.  Section 5. An 
Officer serves at the discretion of the Board of Directors and may be removed from office at anytime 
for any reason. 

Article IIIB.  Board of Directors 

Section 1. The Board of Directors shall consist of five (5) Club Members elected by the membership.  
Board Members shall serve on the Board until the Board Member chooses to resign or a vote of the 
membership removes a Board Member from the Board for any reason.  Section 2.  The Board of 
Directors shall nominate Officers of the Club for a vote by the Club Members.  Section 3. The Board of 
Directors shall set forth the duties of the Officers in Attachment A of these Articles. Section 4. The 
Board of Directors will meet as often as necessary, at least once a year, to address Club issues. Any 
Board Member may call a meeting of the Board.  Section 5. A meeting of the Board of Directors will be 
deemed official if at least three (3) Board Members are in attendance.  Section 6. Meetings of the 
Board will be open to the membership.   
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Section 7.  Issues considered by the Board will become effective upon passage by a simple majority 
of Board Members present.  In case of a tie vote the matter will be tabled until a vote of all Board 
Members can be obtained. Section 8. Board Members must maintain membership in the Club. 

Article IV.  Committees 

Section 1. The President will appoint committees for efficient operation of the Club.  Section 2. 
President will have power to appoint special committees at any time, which will then be terminated 
upon completion of special functions. 

Article V. Finances 

Section 1. A Financial Record of the Club shall be reviewed on a semi-annual basis. Each financial 
review shall include starting balance, expenses and ending balance. Prior to the start of each year the 
Board of Directors shall set annual dues.  Section 2.  Dues shall be paid to the Treasurer by the March 
meeting each year.  Club Members joining after August 1 of each year shall pay one half the annual 
dues. Section 3. Financial affairs of the Club shall be administered by the Treasurer, who shall 
disburse funds as described in Attachment A, Treasurer’s duties. Section 4. Disbursement of Club 
funds shall require the signature of the Treasurer, President, or a Board Member designated by the 
Board of Directors. Section 5. In the event of dissolution of the Club, all funds held by the Club shall 
be distributed equally among Club Members. Club equipment shall be sold and the proceeds 
distributed equally among Club Members. 

Article VI.  Meetings 

Section 1. Regular meetings of the Club shall be held monthly.  Section 2. A quorum for business 
meetings shall consist of 50% of the paid Club membership. Section 3. Each monthly meeting shall 
have a designated evaluator, reviewer or commentator to evaluate photographic work of Club 
Members based upon the evaluator's knowledge of photography and nature. The purpose is to 
encourage Club Members of all abilities to bring images for evaluation. 

Article VII.  Amendments 

Section 1. Amendments to these Articles of Association proposed and sponsored by at least ten Club 
Members shall be submitted in writing to the President and Officers of the Club.  If the amendment is 
approved by a majority vote of general membership, the President shall direct the Board of Directors 
to amend these articles of association to reflect the adopted amendment. 

Article VIII.  Publications 

Section 1. Club shall maintain a website and publish a monthly newsletter. 

Article IX.  Voting 

Section 1.  A Club Member shall be entitled to cast one vote.  Section 2. Issues brought before the 
Club for a vote must be first be proposed and seconded and then shall be passed by a simple majority 
vote to be instituted.  Section 3. A vote of the Club shall be considered valid only if quorum 
requirements are met. 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club                          December  2011  Volume. 35, No. 11 

Attachment A. 

Duties of Officers 

 

PRESIDENT 

Conducts the monthly meetings. 

Arranges for the meeting room. 

Calls and conducts meetings of Club officers for Club business. 

Supplies newsworthy information concerning Club Information to the Newsletter Editor.  

Makes a Thank You announcement at monthly meetings recognizing those who brought food and drink.    

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Conducts monthly meetings in President's absence. 

Assumes the duties of the Program or Competition Coordinator if these coordinators are unable to  
attend meetings. 

 

TREASURER 

Provides an accounting on the financial affairs of the Club from time to time at the regular meetings.  

Deposits funds in an FDIC approved banking institution.  

Maintains financial records of the Club to be made available for any Club Member’s examination upon 
reasonable request.  

Is responsible for the Club’s monies, including managing the Club checking account, depositing and 
writing checks, and balancing the checking account. 

Is responsible for disbursing funds on the Club's behalf subject to the following restrictions: (a) Funds 
up $50 may be dispersed to cover normal Club expenses. (b) Funds in excess of $50 and up to the 
greater of 10% of the Club's bank balance or $300 may be dispersed only after approval of the        
majority of the Club’s Officers and Board of Directors. (c) Funds in excess of the greater of 10% of the 
Club's bank balance or $300 may be dispersed only after approval of the majority of Club Members 
present at any monthly meeting.  

Receives membership dues. 

Maintains a list of paid up Club Members. 

Provides information concerning membership status. 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Publishes the monthly Club newsletter. 

Receives information from the Program and Competition Coordinators for incorporation into the newsletter. 

Actively seeks newsworthy information of interest to the Club for publication in the newsletter.  

Obtains information concerning the monthly competition for publication in the newsletter. 

 

WEBMASTER 

Maintains and develops a website that promotes The Club and facilitates its operation. The website 
should: 1) contain information about upcoming meetings, 2) showcase competition images, 3) provide 
for the distribution and archive of Club newsletters, 4) maintain the membership list and provide a   
Directory for the Club Members, 5) provide a Blog where Club Members can share information and 
have an online discussion, and 6) provide a mass communication system via email. 
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Duties of Staff 

 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

Arranges for monthly programs. 

Ensures that the projector is in working order and present at all meetings where a program is held. 

Supplies information to the Newsletter Editor on the upcoming programs. 

Makes announcements at the monthly meetings concerning upcoming programs. 

Obtains the Club provided food and drink for pot luck, picnic type events. 

  

COMPETITION COORDINATOR 

Conducts the monthly competition. 

Arranges for a judge or judges. 

 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 

Actively seeks ways to increase membership. 

Meets and greets new guests. 

Maintains name tags. 

 

LIBRARIAN  

Maintains the Club Library, including having the Library available at regular Club meetings.  

Collects late fees for delivery to the Treasurer. 

Supervises check out and check in of materials. 

Periodically checks for materials not returned in a timely manner and makes announcements at    
Club meetings. 

 

Time For Our Annual Holiday Party! 
Every year, our December gathering is a chance to change things a bit from 
our regular meetings, celebrate the holidays together for a while, and take 
some time to reflect back on the club’s activities and recognize accomplish-
ments of the past year.    
 
This year Russ Burden, with input from James Hager, has assembled a slide 
show presentation set to music featuring all the monthly competition winners 
from the past year.  This will be about a 20-minute show.   

In addition to showing winning images from this year's monthly competitions, 
we are planning to have a Favorite Photo Show at the MHWPC Holiday Party 
on December 14th. The Favorite Photo Show is a chance to share a special 
image from the past year. This is just for fun. It's not a competition.            
Photographers' names and information included with submissions will be shown for all submitted images.  

To submit your image login to the www.mhwpc.org website and click Submit Favorite Photo Show Images 
under Members. You may submit one image that fits any of the regular categories in the Monthly Competition 
Guidelines. The submission window will close at the end of Saturday, December 10th. 

You need not attend the Holiday Party to participate in the Favorite Photo Show, but to see other                
photographer's favorite images you'll have to be there. The party will be at The Wildlife Experience from 6:00 
pm to 10:00 pm on Wednesday, December 14th. Meat and beverages will be provided by the club. Please 
bring a side dish, desert, or salad to share. 

We hope everyone will submit an image!  See you December 14th! 
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Competition Rules Reminder 

Each month, the newsletter will have a reminder or synopsis of one or more rules category.  This 
month, a reminder of the SCENIC category rules is below.    
  
NOTE:  If there's any doubt as to the eligibility of one of your images, please submit it to someone 

on the competition committee for approval. 

 

Scenic 

 Scenic, geological, botanical, and meteorological subjects. 

 Man-made objects or wildlife are acceptable as long as they are a very minor compositional element and 

not a main focal point of the image. They should not distract from, or enhance the scenic elements of the 

picture.  

 The intent of the original image must be maintained. 

 Images may be color, black-and-white, or toned (i.e., sepia). Stitched panoramas and/or HDR processing 

is acceptable. 

 The competition committee and/or judge will be the final determiners of whether an image is appropriate 

to the category. 

All images in this newsletter are copyrighted by the photographers and are intended for viewing only. They 
are not to be downloaded or reproduced in any way without the written permission of the photographer. 

 

MHWPC 2012 “The Wildlife Experience” Exhibit! 

by Lara Hardesty 
Attention all club members! 

Once again this year, the Wildlife Experience Museum is offering our Mile High Wildlife Photography Club the 
opportunity to create an exhibit of our images for display at the Wildlife Experience. For those of you who are 
new to the club, this opportunity has occurred annually for the past several years. All club members are given 
the opportunity to submit their images for consideration, and club members vote to select the images for the 
actual exhibit. If your image is selected for the exhibit, not only do you get to brag that you are an "award 
winning photographer whose images have been shown in a museum exhibit," but after the exhibit closes you 
get to keep the large format print of your image! 

The theme that the Wildlife Experience staff has selected for this year's exhibit is "forests." Connie from TWE 
said, "Think about trees, wood, forests, wildlife that live in trees—hardwood, aspen, bamboo and evergreen 
forests—living, dead and petrified. Forests of all kinds (temperate and tropical rainforests, deciduous and 
evergreen forests) and the wildlife that depend upon them. Everything from butterflies to bears, ferns and 
Spanish moss, autumn scenics to snowscapes, wildfire and lightning. 

So begin thinking about your best images that could fit into the "Forests" theme. But wait....it is too early to 
submit your images for consideration yet.  Right now we need your help to come up with a catchy / clever title 

for the exhibit itself. Connie has suggested: "Forest for the Trees" "HeART of the Forest".  What exhibit 
title can you come up with? 

Email your exhibit title ideas to Chuck Winter at cwinter@mii-rmcc.com.  
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galloping Flamingos by Richard Seeley 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Launching Leopard by Richard Seeley 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Magical Morning Takeoff by Cathy Sheeter 

November Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                  Judge: Charlie Summers 

Location:  Lake Naivasha, Kenya 

  

“A flock of Greater Flamingos   

appear to be galloping across the 

water surface as they gather   

momentum to fly”    

 

      - Richard Seeley 
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  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lioness & Cub by Chuck Summers 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catching The Scent by Lois Lake 

November Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife (continued)            Judge: Charlie Summers 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sand Hill Crane by Thomas Redd 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swallow-Tailed Bee Eater  

by Chuck Summers 
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  First Place 

Arches at Night  

by Larry Matney 

  Third Place 

Sandstone Curves  

by Brenda Fletcher 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sunrise at Capital Reef National Park 

 by Ken Winner 

November Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                    Judge: Charlie Summers 

Location:  Arches National Park, Utah 

 

“Night time image of Balanced Rock 

in Arches National Park.  The rocks 

were lit by cars coming out of the   

park”    

      - Larry Matney 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milky Way Rising by Thomas Redd 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

Glowing Fall Color, NY by Roger Clark 
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spin Cycle by Cathy Sheeter   Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Friends by Steve Goodman 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Taking Flight at Sunrise by Ken Winner 

November Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled       Judge: Charlie Summers 

Location:  Grizzly & Wolf Center 

West Yellowstone, Montana 

“Photographing animals shaking off water 

is one of my favorites! I love the energy 

that the water adds to the scene. When this 

big brown bear came out of her pond I was 

delighted that she decided to shake.”     

      - Cathy Sheeter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puffin  by Rop Monthathong 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “White Nun” by Barbara Fleming 
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  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skylined Bison by Russ Burden 

  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Love It When It Snows!                      

by Rob Palmer 

November Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                    Judge: Charlie Summers 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row Seat by Chris Loffredo 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swift Fox Kits Playing by Fi Rust 

Location:  Boulder, Colorado 

 

“A black tailed prairie dog call-

ing in the snow.  

     - Rob Palmer  



14 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club                          December  2011  Volume. 35, No. 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aspen Impressions 2                    

by Reb Babcock 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Badlands Sunrise by James Hager 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Dune Ripples by Reb Babcock 

November Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                  Judge: Charlie Summers 

Location:  Rowdy Lake 

Big Cimmaron Valley, Colorado 

 

“Reflected aspens in Rowdy 

Lake flipped upside down to   

create an impressionistic image”  

 

        - Reb Babcock 
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landing Harris’ Hawk by Fi Rust 

November Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled      Judge: Charlie Summers 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High Key Gyrfalcon by Rob Palmer 

Location:  Sandstone Park 

Longmont, Colorado 

Digital Meeting Contributor Needed! 
 

Recently, this important part of the club’s activities 

has not received the newsletter coverage it          

deserves.  If you are a regular attendee at the digital 

training meetings, would you consider writing a 

short article summarizing the meeting content for 

our newsletter readers?  I will be happy to assist 

with editing, so interest and commitment is more 

important than writing experience.  If you are not up 

to a long-term commitment, but would be able to 

cover the next meeting, that’s OK too! Please      

contact Chris Frazier if you’re able to help.       

Thank You! 

Mentor Program Coordinator Needed! 
 

Recently, there has been renewed interest in        

establishing a mentoring program among club   

members.  A key to the success of such a program 

would be a Mentor Program Coordinator.  This    

person would not need to mentor themselves, but 

would establish a list of mentors and their key areas 

of interest, and recruit mentors.  When contacted by 

a member wanting mentoring, the coordinator would 

see if a mentor with similar interests is available, 

and put the two in touch with each other.  Please let 

any officer or board member if you would be         

interested in helping this program! 
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At Our November Meeting 

by Lara Hardesty 
The Club's November Meeting Business discussed before the presentation included the following: 

 

Bob Cross announced that the club needs a 1) Mentor Program Coordinator - this person will get mentors 

and mentees together, based on like interests and needs, work on building a list of mentors, and will promote 

the mentor program; and 2) Field Trip Coordinator - someone to organize club outings and field trips.  

  

The digital meeting is next Wednesday, the 16th - NOT the 23rd (Thanksgiving Eve). The newsletter had the 

date wrong  -  a correction email has been sent out. 

  

Russ Burden wanted to let members know the OPEN category rules are being taken too literally - photos that 

correctly belong in the Wildlife or Scenic categories are being submitted in the Open category. As a guideline, 

corrective post-processing work belongs in the Wildlife or Scenic categories, creative work belongs in the 

Open category. 

 

Nancy Stocker asked for snack and beverage volunteers for upcoming meetings and passed around a       

sign-up sheet. Members can also sign up online.  

 

Charlie Summers also talked about a possible Yacht Trip to Alaska and a possible Wild Horse Tour to South 

Dakota. 

 

Then Charlie Summers enthralled those present with the evening's presentation: "Africa from Antelope to   

Zebras." The beautiful images were taken by Charlie and Rita during multiple trips to many parts of Africa.  

 

As introduced by Chuck Winters, "The story of the evening's program goes back to 1976 when Mile High 

Wildlife Photo Club was founded by a small group of amateur and professional wildlife photographers. Charlie 

and Rita Summers were two of those photographers."  

 

Charlie was named Wildlife Photographer of the Year by BBC Wildlife in 1985. Rita is one of the women     

photographers represented in "Mother Earth," a collection of works of women writers and photographers. 

 

Their photographic work has been published in Audubon, Backpacker, BBC Wildlife, Kid City, Kosmos, Living 

Bird, National/International Wildlife, National Geographic and National Geographic World, Natural History,  

Nature Conservancy, Orion, Outdoor Photographer, People, Ranger Rick, Sierra, Terre Savage and           

numerous calendars, cards and postcards as well as ads for Colorado Tourism, US Government and many 

national companies. One of their current projects is a book on wild horses of the world. 

 

If you were unfortunate enough to have missed the Summers' fantastic presentation, check out their website 

at http://www.wildimages.biz to see a sampling of what you missed! 

 

A Benefit of Membership—Our Digital Training Meetings! 

While our regular club meetings are open to guests and visitors, paid membership has a great additional     

opportunity – the club’s digital training meetings. Every meeting is an opportunity to increase your photo-

graphic knowledge.  Due to the holidays, there is no digital training meeting in December, but keep an eye on 

the website and the monthly newsletter for information on 2012 meetings.  The meetings start at 7:00 PM, 

normally on the 4th Wednesday of each month.  Bring a notebook and writing implement to take your notes!  

 

http://www.wildimages.biz
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Upcoming Programs ! 

December  It’s time for our annual holiday party!  See page seven of this newsletter for complete info!  

January Glenn Randall returns to MHWPC in January with a live demonstration of tilt-shift lens photography. 
Glenn will shoot on live mode and project the image he is capturing on the projector for all to see as he 
makes his adjustments. 

February Roger Clark will present ―The Angle of Light and Image Impact‖.  The talk will explore the concept 
of phase angle and the direction and type of light and how it impacts light on a subject, including the fore-
ground and background in an image. This is especially important for wildlife photography where the angle of 
light changes subtle texture on a subject. 

March March will be time for the 2012 The Wildlife Experience club exhibit selection of entries.  We’re still 

working on the theme and title—and need your help!  See page eight of this newsletter for details.   

 

Recent Speaker Information 

For more information regarding recent programs and speakers, the following contact information is available: 

November   See ―At Our November Meeting‖ on the previous page for information regarding Charlie and 

Rita Summer’s African wildlife program 

October   Club members and professional photographers Cathy & Gordon Illg shared a presentation full of 

information regarding their ―Canyon Magic—A Visual Journey with Cathy & Gordon Illg‖ Exhibit at The Wildlife 
Experience. Please visit Gordon and Cathy's website at advenphoto.com for more about the Illg’s work.  
September  Our special guests this month were the staff of Nature’s Educators, with a program regarding 
their raptor rescue and rehabilitation programs. Check them out at http://www.coloradoraptoreducation.com/ 
to learn more about this organization.   

August   The annual club picnic took the place of our regular program time in August.   

 

Wild Horse Photography Opportunity! 

As discussed at the November meeting, Charlie Summers officially announces  the Wild Horse Sanctuary 
Tour 2012 which will take place on Saturday May 5, 2012.  Included in the tour are a morning session at    
sunrise and an evening session that will go until sunset.  The length of each session will be 2-3 hours          
depending on what is available.  The cost of the tour on the Sanctuary is $100.00 which includes both       
sessions, morning and evening, as well as a brunch after the morning session. 

Charlie has arranged for our group to stay at the Super 8 Motel in Hot Springs, the closest motel to the       
highway that leads us to the Sanctuary.  A part of this arrangement is to have an early continental breakfast 
before we take off to the Sanctuary on Saturday May 5 early enough to get there just before sunrise. The   
motel’s information is 800 Mammoth St  Hot Springs, SD 57747 (605) 745-3888.  Each person should         
indicate they are with the Mile High Wildlife Photo Club on the Wild Horse Sanctuary Tour which will peg our 
group. The web site for the motel is: http://www.super8.com/hotels/south-dakota/hot-springs/super-8-hot-
springs/hotel-overview. 

Transportation and motel arrangements are the responsibility of the individual. To secure a place, please send 
$50.00 deposit to: 

Charlie Summers 
23463 East Moraine Place 
Aurora, CO 80016 
 
The balance will be due 45 days in advance of the trip. More information regarding the trip, the Wild Horse 
Sanctuary, and a possible star trail and light painting seminar on May 2/3 will be in the January newsletter.  Or, 
contact Charlie if you would like additional information before the January newsletter publication.  

http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.coloradoraptoreducation.com/colorado-raptor-education.php
http://www.super8.com/hotels/south-dakota/hot-springs/super-8-hot-springs/hotel-overview
http://www.super8.com/hotels/south-dakota/hot-springs/super-8-hot-springs/hotel-overview
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg’s  

Adventure Photography Tours 

For more information visit 

www.advenphoto.com 

or contact the Illg’s at phone 303 237-7086, or 

via email at gordon@advenphoto.com 

 

2012 Destinations include: 

 New Zealand—North & South Islands, optional 

extension to Stewart Island, January 5-19th 

 California—Beauty & The Beasts,           

February 5 –10th 

 California—Death Valley, March 3-8th 

 Alaska—Northern Lights, March 12-18th  

 Ecuador—Galapagos National Park,          

March 26-April 5th  

 Arizona—Southern Arizona, April 15-20th 

 North Carolina—Birds & More!, April 25-29th 

 Louisiana/Texas—Bayou Adventure, May 8-13th 

 Minnesota—Wildlife Babies, June 24-27th 

 Alaska—Alaska Boat Tour,                         

August 25—September 2nd 

Member Workshops and Tours: 

James Hager Photography                             

Small Group Photo Safaris 

For more information visit 

 www.jameshagerphoto.com 

or contact James  

via email at james@jameshagerphoto.com  

 

2012 Destinations include: 

 

Kenya in Oct 2012: A 20-day classic African 

photo safari, including visits to Samburu 

National Reserve, Lake Nakuru National Park, 

and Masai Mara National Reserve. The safari is 

intended for photographers, or serious 

naturalists, who want to spend time with the 

animals of East Africa.  

Gorillas in Oct 2012: 5 days of visiting mountain 

gorillas in the best environment for 

photography—   Volcanoes National Park in  

Rwanda.  Gorilla trekking in Volcanoes National 

Park is an amazing experience! 

 

Local Photography Idea for December 

As described on the park’s website, ―More than a 

million Denver-area residents have one of nature’s 

jewels in their backyard: Roxborough State Park, a 

short drive southwest of Denver.  

Roxborough is a Colorado Natural Area and a 

National Natural Landmark for good reason. The 

park, with close to 4000-acres, is filled with dramatic 

red-rock formations, distinct plant communities, and 

a host of wildlife ranging from black bears to mule 

deer.‖ Snow on the red rock formations on a winter 

morning makes for some dramatic photographic 

possibilities.  Consider making the trip out to this 

park! For more information, visit the          

Roxborough State Park website.  

http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.jameshagerphoto.com/
http://www.parks.state.co.us/Parks/Roxborough/Pages/RoxboroughStatePark.aspx
http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.jameshagerphoto.com/
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours 

For more information visit 

www.russburdenphotography.com  

or contact Russ at phone 303-791-9997, or            

via email at rburden@ecentral.com 

 

2012 Destinations include: 

 Feb. 18 - 24, 2012     Birds of Florida:             

Everglades National Park and Fort Myers / West 

Palm area 

 

 Apr 14 - 20, 2012  Monument Valley and the 

      Slot Canyons  

 

 May 5 - 11, 2012    Arches and Canyonlands 

National Parks - includes 5 days of  Photoshop 

instruction! 

   

 May 26 - June 4, 2012   The Northern California 

and Oregon Coasts - a 10 day trip  

 

 June 16 - 22, 2012    Grand Teton National Park 

and Yellowstone National Park in Spring 

 

 July 14—20 ,2012 Colorado Wildflowers and    

Alpine Scenery 

 

 Sept 23 - Oct 2, 2012   Grand Teton and Yellow-

stone National Parks in Fall - 10 days 

 

 Oct. 16 - 21, 2012     Hunts Mesa - An Aerial   

Perspective of Monument Valley and Capital 

Reef National Park 

 

 Nov. 3 - 9, 2012    Fall Colors at Bryce Canyon 

and Zion National Parks 

 

 Dec. 1 - 7, 2012    Bosque Del Apache and  

White Sands National Monument 

 

 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

President: Bob Cross 

crossphoto@gmail.com 303-663-2019 

Vice-President: Bob Stocker 

stockers@stockerphotos.com 303-759-4056 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 

Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editor:  Chris Frazier  

Newsletter Co-Editor:  Lara Hardesty 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399  

Webmaster: James Hager 

http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 

TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Competition: Russ Burden 303-791-9997 

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 303-267-3846 

Competition Entries/Judging : Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 

Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 

Library: Joe & Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 

Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 

December Meeting 

Wednesday, December 14th 

6:00 p.m. –  10:00 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 

Competition:  NONE—Special Presentation Instead 

November Attendance: Approximately 78 

 

There is NO December Digital Training Meeting 

 

Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 

January submission deadline is Saturday 12/31/11 

http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/

