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The Great Wildebeest Migration 
by Richard Seeley 

F ive hundred wildebeest gather on the cliff 

edge waiting for the first one to descend 

and start the crossing of the Mara River. One 

drops over, either by desire or by being pushed 

by the crush of the crowd behind it. The living 

landslide starts as the beests pour over the 

edge, like the sands in an hourglass and plunge 

into the river. And so another crossing of the 

Mara River begins in the Masai Mara Game 

Reserve, Kenya, Africa.  

 

The crossing of the Mara is just one of a number 

of river crossings that the wildebeests encounter 

as they trek their annual migratory route. The 

great wildebeest migration has been called one 

of the greatest wildlife shows on earth. 1.5 to 2.0 

million wildebeest and 200,00 zebras move in a 

constant cycle of birth to death from the plains of 

the Serengeti in Tanzania to the Masai Mara in 

Kenya, then continue back to the Serengeti. It’s 

a continuous cycle, with no beginning or end.

  

A Herd Masses at Edge of Ravine and Reaches the “Tipping Point”  

The Herd Plunging into the Mara River 
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If there is a beginning, it would be at the moment 

of birth or better yet, at the 3 weeks of birthing. 

400,000 calves are born over a 3-4 week period 

in January/February in the Serengeti. In 3-5 

hours they are ready to run with the herd. From 

mid May to July the herd travels north, following 

the rains and rain- fed grass. They cross the 

border from Tanzania to the Masai Mara Game 

Reserve in Kenya, where, they reside through 

October. 

 

While in the Masai Mara, they will cross the 

Mara river many times because ―the grass is 

always greener on the other side‖ of the river. 

There is no set schedule or location. Sometimes 

it may be twice in a day, other times there may 

be no crossing for days. 

 

We departed our tented camp at 6:30am for the Mara river. Traveling over rutted roads and through muddy 

streams filled with wildebeest and zebras, we arrived at the edge of the Mara ravine just minutes before the 

―tipping point‖. We were fortunate to see only 5 other safari vehicles (the day before there were 50-60 

vehicles) waiting for the event. We positioned our vehicle on the edge of the ravine with a view into the river. 

We waited. Within ten minutes the first beest descended over the edge. Seconds later, hundreds followed on 

its heels, plunging into the river and swimming against a strong current to the other side.   

 

In addition to a strong current and potential 

drownings, the Mara river is infested with 

crocodiles. The very first crossing of the season, 

when the crocs are the hungriest, is the most 

dangerous for the wildebeest. The crocs have a 

feast, gorge themselves on wildebeest, then are 

content for 2-3 months between meals. The 

crossing in this video clip contains no crocodile 

feasting: 

 

Wildebeest Crossing the Mara River Video 

 

In October the migration moves south back to 

the Serengeti and the cycle continues. 
 

Richard Seeley 

www.richardseeleyphotography.com 
 

For my images of wildlife in Kenya click: 

Kenya, Africa – A Wildlife Photographers 
Fantasyland 

 

“The Crossing” 

One of the Hazards 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rq0FTVEXde8
http://www.richardseeleyphotography.com
http://richardseeleyphotography.wordpress.com/2011/09/19/africa/
http://richardseeleyphotography.wordpress.com/2011/09/19/africa/
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A Benefit of Membership—Our Digital Training Meetings! 

While our regular club meetings are open to guests and visitors, paid membership has a great additional 

opportunity each month – the club’s digital training meetings. Every meeting is an opportunity to increase your 

photographic knowledge.  Take a look at our upcoming meeting, and consider participating: 

November:  Bruce Norman will discuss the Topaz line of software. If you've never seen this line of software, 

it's a must attend meeting. And if you do attend, Bruce has a special surprise but I'm not mentioning what it is. 

You have to be there to find out! 

December:  There is no digital training meeting each December.   

All paid members are encouraged to attend the digital study meetings. The meetings start at 7:00 PM, 

normally on the 4th Wednesday of each month.  We meet at the ANIMAL HOSPITAL CENTER; 5640 County 

Line Place; Littleton.  Bring a notebook and writing implement to take your notes!  These meetings are a great 

opportunity to learn something new every month.  

News from the Library 

Hi Everyone,  

We just returned from an interesting trip to Jackson Hole, the Tetons, and 
Yellowstone.  I always like to take these visits as an opportunity to add new 
materials to the library.  One of the additions is a DVD called Exploring 
Yellowstone Country.  It shows many of the interesting sights we saw and gives 
historical background while displaying excellent photography.  We did not have 
excellent weather conditions so by watching this DVD, you get to see it as 
opportunely as it can appear.  Later, when you get to visit there, you can have pot-
luck with the weather conditions. Also to help you plan your trip, we have the 
book, Photographing Yellowstone National Park, Where to find perfect shots and how to take them. (We did 
see a grizzly, lots of buffalo in the road, get a few glimpses of blue sky while photographing Old Faithful, and 
lots of snow pictures!)  

Another good book which will be available in November is National Park Photography by Tim Fitzharris.  It 
details how you can take great pictures of the best views in America's most beautiful parks.  

Also,, if you were at the October meeting and saw the presentation by Gordon Ilg and didn't purchase one of 
their books, you can stop by the library and check one out.  It would be worth your time  and perhaps inspire 
you in future endeavors.  

Soooooooooooooo- come by and CHECK US OUT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

The Lambs 
 

The Audubon Society of Greater Denver has announced an International Nature 

Photography Contest.  Entries are being accepted from October 15th through November 30th. Per the 
website information:  ―Celebrate the natural world! Enter your best photographic images. This entirely digital 
contest is open to all photographers working with nature and wildlife related imagery around the world. Plan to 
submit your favorite images of nature subjects, including landscapes, flora, fauna, macro, aerial, behavior, 
portrait, underwater, urban wildlife, abstract, black & white, and people in nature.‖ 
 
 ―This entirely digital contest is open to all photographers working with nature and wildlife related imagery 
around the world‖. Full information is available at http://www.denveraudubon.org/programs/current-events/ .  
Thanks to Nancy Stocker and Fred Krampetz for submitting this information for the newsletter! 

http://www.denveraudubon.org/programs/current-events/
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Fi Rust’s image of a Coastal Brown Bear eating Salmon, an 
image that was part of the MHWPC’s 2010 Nature's Best win in 
the camera club class, is still winning a year later.  Fi’s image 
appears in the Nature's Best Photography 2012 Wall 
Calendar.    
 
Club members Rob Palmer and Fi Rust  will have an exhibit of 
their wildlife photography at the Parker Library in November. 
For more information, check out the Douglas County Libraries 
website.  
 
 
Cathy & Gordon Illg’s work appears in the September issue of 
―Country Extra‖ magazine. The magazine used 5 images of 
camouflaged animals a well as an article titled ―Hidden in Plain 
Sight.‖  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Outdoor Photographer” Magazine has announced their 4th annual ―Nature’s Color 

Photo Contest‖ .  Entries are being accepted November 30th. Per the website information:  ―The world is full 
of beautiful colors. Show us your most colorful shots for your chance to win! Now in its fourth year, the 
Nature's Colors Photo Contest Presented By Sony is your chance to submit your best shots of Mother Nature 
at her finest, win a Sony SLT-A55 DSLR and get published in Outdoor Photographer! Entry deadline is 
November 30, 2011.  For complete information, visit the website at Outdoor Photographer Magazine. 

http://douglascountylibraries.org/Locations/ParkerLibrary/PAArt
http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/photo-contests/4th-annual-natures-colors.html?utm_source=contest&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=OPNaturesColors_EnterNow_101911
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Competition Rules Reminder 

Each month, the newsletter will have a reminder or synopsis of one or more rules category.  This 
month, a reminder of the WILDLIFE: CAPTURED OR CONTROLLED category rules is below.    
  
NOTE:  If there's any doubt as to the eligibility of one of your images, please submit it to someone 

on the competition committee for approval. This can be easily done via the club’s website.  

 

Wildlife: Captured or Controlled 

 • Wildlife under controlled conditions, including, but not limited to, zoos, game farms, captives, 

 rehab centers, and domesticated wild animals in a natural setting. 

 • The animal(s) must be the primary focal point, and evidence of the hand of man or the  

 controlled environment, if any, must be secondary. 

 • The intent of the original image must be maintained. 

 • Images may be color, black-and-white, or toned (i.e., sepia). 

 • The competition committee and/or judge will be the final determiners of whether an image is 

 appropriate to the category. 

All images in this newsletter are copyrighted by the photographers and are intended for viewing only. They 
are not to be downloaded or reproduced in any way without the written permission of the photographer. 

 

MHWPC 2012 “The Wildlife Experience” Exhibit! 

by Lara Hardesty 
Attention all club members! 

Once again this year, the Wildlife Experience Museum is offering our Mile High Wildlife Photography Club the 
opportunity to create an exhibit of our images for display at the Wildlife Experience. For those of you who are 
new to the club, this opportunity has occurred annually for the past several years. All club members are given 
the opportunity to submit their images for consideration, and club members vote to select the images for the 
actual exhibit. If your image is selected for the exhibit, not only do you get to brag that you are an "award 
winning photographer whose images have been shown in a museum exhibit," but after the exhibit closes you 
get to keep the large format print of your image! 

The theme that the Wildlife Experience staff has selected for this year's exhibit is "forests." Connie from TWE 
said, "Think about trees, wood, forests, wildlife that live in trees—hardwood, aspen, bamboo and evergreen 
forests—living, dead and petrified. Forests of all kinds (temperate and tropical rainforests, deciduous and 
evergreen forests) and the wildlife that depend upon them. Everything from butterflies to bears, ferns and 
Spanish moss, autumn scenics to snowscapes, wildfire and lightning. 

So begin thinking about your best images that could fit into the "Forests" theme. But wait....it is too early to 
submit your images for consideration yet.  Right now we need your help to come up with a catchy / clever title 

for the exhibit itself. Connie has suggested: "Forest for the Trees" "HeART of the Forest".  What exhibit 
title can you come up with? 

Email your exhibit title ideas to Chuck Winter at cwinter@mii-rmcc.com.  
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baby Duck by Roger Clark 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosie Take-Off by Thomas Redd 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Killer Pika by Larry Dewey 

October Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                            Judge: Gordon Illg 

Location:  Belmar Park in         

Lakewood ,Colorado 

 

“Lying on my stomach for a low 

perspective. Canon 1D Mark 4 

+ 300mm f2.8 lens + 1.4TC, 

1/500 sec, f/9, ISO 400”         

- Roger Clark 
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  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting Ready by Barbara Fleming 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Bison—Family Portrait                     

by Richard Goluch 

October Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife (continued)                      Judge: Gordon Illg 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amorous Bull by Steve Lake 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping Watch by Larry Matney 
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

Stormy California Sunset by Hannah Rhodes 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mesa Arch Sunrise by Roger Clark 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Mt. Evans Sunrise by Jack Mcilnay 

October Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                              Judge: Gordon Illg 

Location:   

San Clemente, California 
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  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild Geranium by Nancy Nelson 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Havasu Falls by Hannah Rhodes 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sunrise Over Sprague Lake  

by Dixie Lawrence 

October Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic (continued)                                 Judge: Gordon Illg 
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Relaxation by Richard Goluch 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandhill Moon Flyby by Nona Radin 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Swirling Around Flower by Tim Visser 

October Club Competition Results 
Category: Open                            Judge: Gordon Illg 

Location:  Arizona—              

Sonora Desert Museum 

 

Done with a “Slight crop,  

background darken, individual 

color channel saturation”  

        - Richard Goluch 
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  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ferruginous Hawk with Starling by Fi Rust 

  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extracting Nectar by Russ Burden 

October Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                              Judge: Gordon Illg 

  Second Place 

 

 

Western Grebes by Fi Rust 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sunrise Hunt by Russ Burden 

Location:  Hudson Gardens         

Littleton ,Colorado 

 

“Close up of a bee extracting   

nectar from a flower.  Shot with 

two flashes using the commander 

mode of my pop up flash to   

trigger two SB600’s ”     

     - Russ Burden 
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  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hayden Valley Clearing Storm  

by Russ Burden 

  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aspen Raindrops by Reb Babcock 

October Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                              Judge: Gordon Illg 

  Second Place 

 

 

Quiver Trees at Twilight by Jan Forseth 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

Pond Reflections by Bruce Norman 

Location:  Near Owl Creek Pass, 

Colorado 

 

“Life size plus macro photo of 

raindrops on an aspen leaf      

reflect the trees above ”     

     - Reb Babcock 
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soft Touch by Mary Paetow 

October Masters Competition Results 
Category: Open                              Judge: Gordon Illg 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freaky Seed Pod by Bruce Norman 

Location:  Roadside 

 

“Roadside weed gone to seed;   

altered in Custom Filter & color 

altered with color temperature 

slider”     

     - Mary Paetow 

 

Digital Meeting Contributor Needed! 
 

Recently, this important part of the club’s activities 

has not received the newsletter coverage it          

deserves.  If you are a regular attendee at the digital 

training meetings, would you consider writing a 

short article summarizing the meeting content for 

our newsletter readers?  I will be happy to assist 

with editing, so interest and commitment is more 

important than writing experience.  If you are not up 

to a long-term commitment, but would be able to 

cover the next meeting, that’s OK too! Please      

contact Chris Frazier if you’re able to help.       

Thank You! 

Hospitality for the October Meeting 

 

Bob & Nancy Stocker - Cookies/Snacks 

 Georgia A Hart -  Beverages 

 

Hospitality volunteers are needed 

for 2012!  Please consider sign-

ing up to provide snacks or      

beverages for a future club    

meeting!  Just log in to the club 

website, and go to the ―Members‖ 

> ―Snacks‖  page to sign up or to 

be an alternate.   
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At Our October Meeting 

by Lara Hardesty 
Our October meeting was a special treat: club members Gordon and Cathy Illg shared some of their favorite 

images obtained during their years of capturing images of the Colorado Plateau. Scenics, wildlife, and        

intimate landscapes were all included and the images were amazing. Gordon served as the spokesperson for 

the photography duo during the presentation of their images to the club members on-screen in the auditorium. 

Gordon's sense of humor was front and center (as always) as he shared with us how awe inspiring the      

various aspects of the Colorado plateau were for photographers and how lucky he had been to marry "cover 

girl" Cathy! After the presentation, all club members present had the opportunity to go upstairs in the Wildlife 

Experience to view Cathy and Gordon's Colorado Plateau exhibit on the museum walls. Being able to see the 

same wonderful images on screen and then so well printed in large size on various media ( canvas wrap, 

metal, collage, paper) prompted club members to consider how the perception of different images changes 

with the size and the media on which they are displayed. This juxtaposition was a unique experience! 

 

After the break, Gordon took on the formidable task of judging one of the best collections of competition     

images that I have seen since joining Mile High several years ago. There were 46 member wildlife images 

alone! 

 

For further information about the Illg's work, please visit Gordon and Cathy's website at advenphoto.com. 

 

If you were unable to attend October's meeting, be sure to stop by the Wildlife Experience to see Cathy and 

Gordon's Colorado Plateau exhibit-you don't want to miss it!  

 

Upcoming Programs ! 

November Rita and Charlie Summers will present an all wildlife program on "Africa - Aardwolf to Zebra" 

featuring striking, award winning images from over 25 different game parks. These images were made during 
their many trips to the African continent and encompass game parks from South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Namibia, Botswana, Kenya, and Tanzania. This promises to be a very special event and one of the highlights 
of the year. 

December  December will be time for our annual holiday party!  Instead of a competition, members are in-

vited to submit their favorite single image taken this year to share with the members.   

January Glenn Randall returns to MHWPC in January with a live demonstration of tilt-shift lens photography. 

Glenn will shoot on live mode and project the image he is capturing on the projector for all to see as he 
makes his adjustments. 

 

Recent Speaker Information 

For more information regarding recent programs and speakers, the following contact information is available: 

October   Club members and professional photographers Cathy & Gordon Illg shared a presentation full of 
information regarding their ―Canyon Magic—A Visual Journey with Cathy & Gordon Illg‖ Exhibit at The Wildlife 
Experience. Please visit Gordon and Cathy's website at advenphoto.com for more about the Illg’s work.  
September  Our special guests this month were the staff of Nature’s Educators, with a program regarding 

their raptor rescue and rehabilitation programs. Check them out at http://www.coloradoraptoreducation.com/ 
to learn more about this organization.   

August   The annual club picnic took the place of our regular program time in August.   

http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.coloradoraptoreducation.com/colorado-raptor-education.php
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg’s  

Adventure Photography Tours 

For more information visit 

www.advenphoto.com 

or contact the Illg’s at phone 303 237-7086, or 

via email at gordon@advenphoto.com 

 

2011 Destinations include: 

 Alaska Eagles, Juneau Alaska  November 13-19 

 

 Bosque Del Apache, New Mexico, Dec 6-11 

2012 Destinations include: 

 New Zealand—North & South Islands, optional 

extension to Stewart Island, January 5-19th 

 California—Beauty & The Beasts,           

February 5 –10th 

 California—Death Valley, March 3-8th 

 Alaska—Northern Lights, March 12-18th  

 Ecuador—Galapagos National Park,          

March 26-April 5th  

 Arizona—Southern Arizona, April 15-20th 

 North Carolina—Birds & More!, April 25-29th 

 Louisiana/Texas—Bayou Adventure, May 8-13th 

 Minnesota—Wildlife Babies, June 24-27th 

 Alaska—Alaska Boat Tour,                         

August 25—September 2nd 

Member Workshops and Tours: 

James Hager Photography                             

Small Group Photo Safaris 

For more information visit 

 www.jameshagerphoto.com 

or contact James  

via email at james@jameshagerphoto.com  

 

2012 Destinations include: 

 

Kenya in Oct 2012: A 20-day classic African 

photo safari, including visits to Samburu 

National Reserve, Lake Nakuru National Park, 

and Masai Mara National Reserve. The safari is 

intended for photographers, or serious 

naturalists, who want to spend time with the 

animals of East Africa.  

Gorillas in Oct 2012: 5 days of visiting mountain 

gorillas in the best environment for 

photography—   Volcanoes National Park in  

Rwanda.  Gorilla trekking in Volcanoes National 

Park is an amazing experience! 

 

Local Photography Idea for November 

Only a few miles from DIA and Thornton, Barr Lake 

State Park offers the potential for great wildlife 

photography close to home.  As noted on the park’s 

website ―Barr Lake State Park offers the nature 

enthusiast a remarkable opportunity to observe all 

types of wildlife, including coyote, deer, and such 

dramatic birds as white pelicans, great blue herons, 

cormorants, egrets, and hawks. More than 350 

species of migratory and resident birds have been 

seen the park. Numerous bald eagles winter at Barr 

Lake and one pair stays to nest and raise its young 

every year. The southwest side of the lake is home 

to a bustling rookery with over 200 nests.‖  For more 

information, visit the Barr Lake State Park website.  

http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.jameshagerphoto.com/
http://www.parks.state.co.us/Parks/BarrLake/Pages/BarrLakeHome.aspx
http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.jameshagerphoto.com/
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours 

For more information visit 

www.russburdenphotography.com  

or contact Russ at phone 303-791-9997, or            

via email at rburden@ecentral.com 

 

2011 Destinations include: 

 Dec 6 –12, 20011 Bosque Del Apache and 

White Sands National Monument 

 

 Feb. 18 - 24, 2012     Florida Birds: Everglades 

National Park and Fort Myers / West Palm 

 

 Apr 14 - 20, 2012  Monument Valley and the / 

Slot Canyons  

 

 May 5 - 11, 2012    Arches and Canyonlands 

National Parks - includes 5 days of  Photoshop 

instruction! 

   

 May 26 - June 4, 2012   Oregon Coast - a 10 

day trip  

 

 June 16 - 22, 2012    Grand Teton and Yellow-

stone National Parks in Spring 

 

 Sept 23 - Oct 2, 2012   Grand Teton and Yellow-

stone National Parks in Fall - 10 days 

 

 Oct. 16 - 21, 2012     Hunts Mesa - An Aerial   

Perspective of Monument Valley and Capital 

Reef National Park 

 

 Nov. 3 - 9, 2012    Bryce Canyon and Zion     

National Parks 

 

 Dec. 1 - 7, 2012    Bosque Del Apache and  

White Sands National Monument 

 

 

 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

President: Bob Cross 

crossphoto@gmail.com 303-663-2019 

Vice-President: Bob Stocker 

stockers@stockerphotos.com 303-759-4056 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 

Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editors:  Chris Frazier & Lara Hardesty 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 or  303-386-4260 

Webmaster: James Hager 

http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 

TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Competition: Russ Burden 303-791-9997 

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 303-267-3846 

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  

Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 

Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 

Library: Joe & Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 

Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 

November Meeting 

Wednesday, November 9th 

6:00 p.m. –  10:00 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 

Competition:  Wildlife, Scenic, and Wildlife: C&C 

October Attendance: Approximately 65 

 

November Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, November 23rd 

7:00 p.m. –  9:15 p.m. at 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL CENTER  5640 County Line Place 

Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 

December submission deadline is Saturday 12/03/11 

http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://www.mhwpc.org
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/

