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August 2011 Volume 35, Number 7 

Fall Colors on the West Elk Loop Scenic Byway 

by Chris Frazier 

Fall is now less than two months away, and I‘m sure many of our members already have ‗fall colors‘ 

photography and planning in mind.  Last month‘s program by Chuck Winters had many excellent ideas – 

please check elsewhere in this month‘s newsletter for information from that program.  I‘d also like to share 

one of my favorite fall drives – the West Elk Loop Scenic Byway. 

The official route of the byway covers a total of 205 miles.  For serious photography, that‘s already a lot of 

ground to cover in a single day.  Add a few of the numerous side trips available, and it‘s really better to plan 

on either more than one day or maybe doing only a portion of the total byway.  I‘ve done the entire loop in a 

single day, but that was by being on the road by 5:00AM, and not getting back to camp until almost 10:00PM 

– a long day.  For reference, I drive a 2-wheel drive 

pickup, so most roads mentioned in this article are 

accessible by a similar vehicle, more accessible if you are 

using a 4-wheel drive. 

The route starts at Carbondale, easily accessible from I-

70 at Glenwood Springs.  For those preferring hotels, 

either town makes a good start point.  For campers, the 

first portion of the route has several campgrounds, 

including the Forest Service‘s Redstone Campground and 

Paonia State Park.  Campgrounds are all along the route 

as well, and Crested Butte and Gunnison offer more 

civilized accommodations mid-route. 

To start the scenic byway, take highway 133 south out of 

Carbondale, towards McClure Pass.  The photographic 

possibilities start right away, with Mt Sophis dominating 

the Carbondale area.  Several ranching and forest service 

roads lead to vantage points around this mountain, if you 

wish to explore.  Before reaching the base of McClure 

Pass, you will be driving alongside the Crystal River and 

will pass by the old coke ovens at Redstone.  A side trip 

to the left on County Road 3, right before the climb up the 

pass, will take you to the town of Marble, and, past 

Marble, to one of the most iconic photography locations in 

the state, the Crystal Mill.  Please note the road past 

Marble is commonly listed as being for 4-wheel drive only. 

 

Mount Sophis 

McClure Pass—North View 



2 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club                                  August  2011  Volume. 35, No. 7 

Make sure to use some of the pull-offs on both sides of 

McClure Pass to get some great fall colors views.  

Aspen dominate the views in all directions, it seems.  At 

the southern base of the pass, you will find a dirt road 

on the right just before a small bridge.  John Fielder 

recommends this route, Forest Road 265, as another 

good fall colors option.  I‘ve driven the road for the first 

15 miles or so, and turned around due to lack of time, 

not due to road conditions. To continue on the byway 

stay on Highway 133 until you pass Paonia State Park.  

Just past the reservoir dam, you will see a well-marked 

turnoff to the left, to Kebler Pass and Crested Butte.  

The byway follows this dirt road for some thirty miles, 

but the road is well-maintained, and sees plenty of 

passenger car traffic.   Kebler Pass is a must-see for 

Colorado outdoor photographers, with postcard-like 

views as you skirt around one of the largest aspen 

forest in the world.  The aspens surround the Beckwith 

Peaks, Marcellina Mountain, and many other peaks and 

rock formations.  The photography here is as good as it 

gets in the fall.  As you descend towards the town of 

Crested Butte, a side trip to Lake Irwin can be 

interesting for some lakeside views. 

Colorado photographers are well aware of Crested 

Butte, known world-wide for its wildflowers.  As 

mentioned in Chuck‘s presentation last month, three 

photogenic roads provide byway side trips north out of 

the town.  The Gothic Road is easily passable by passenger car to the small town of Gothic, and provides 

views of the East River drainage.  I‘ve taken the Slate River Road for roughly 12 miles, then got to a point I 

though turning around was in order.  I have not taken a third road leading to the Paradise Divide, as my 

resources indicate this is more suitable for a 4-wheel drive. The byway heads mostly south from Crested 

Butte, back onto paved roads via highways 135 and 50 to Gunnison.  Before reaching Highway 50, consider a 

side trip up County Road 730, following the Ohio Creek.  You can actually take the Ohio Pass Road clear 

Approaching McClure Pass—South Side 

Forest Road 265 Kebler Pass Road View 

Kebler Pass Road View 
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back up to the Kebler Pass Road, but I‘ve only been on the 

first 15-20 miles before turning around.  This road provides 

a lot of interesting ranch scenes in the first few miles, then 

more great fall colors/ mountain views as it climbs up to 

Ohio and Kebler Passes.  From just east of Gunnison to 

the Blue Mesa Dam, the byway travels along US Highway 

50, an important highway before the interstate era.  This 

part of the byway is mostly ranchland and reservoir 

shoreline.  After passing Blue Mesa Reservoir, the largest 

body of water in Colorado, the byway crosses the Blue 

Mesa Dam and continues along highway 92.   A few miles 

past the dam a scenic turnoff to the left provides interesting 

views into the Black Canyon of the Gunnison, upstream 

from the National Park.  Highway 92 travels along the 

Black Mesa area, with plenty of wonderful views to 

photograph along the way as you travel towards the town 

of Crawford. 

When I traveled this scenic loop, it was getting late in the 

day by this point.  It dawned on me I might still make it to 

Crawford, and Crawford State Park, just in time for sunset 

– and might get a decent shot of Needle Rock, an 

interesting geological formation just east of the park and 

town.  Sure enough, I had less than 10 minutes from the 

time I arrived at the park until the sun had set, but had 

enough time to photograph some nice red light on the 

scenery. 

A side trip out of Crawford can take you to the less-visited 

north rim of the Black Canyon. The byway continues along 

highway 92 to Hotchkiss, where it meets up again with 

highway 133.  Turning right, northwest, will lead you 

through the towns of Paonia, Bowie, and Somerset, 

eventually closing your loop drive when you once again 

arrive at Paonia Dam and State Park.  I know less about 

this part of the drive, to be honest, as I drove this section in 

the dark, driving back to camp back over McClure Pass.  

However, there are certainly a couple of huge mining 

operations along this part of the loop, so maybe the 

scenery is not as good here. 

There are plenty of opportunities for the photographer 

along the West Elk Loop Scenic Byway and the various 

side trips available – I certainly intend to return for further 

exploration in future years.  For further reading /reference 

materials – not only for this drive but for all of Colorado – I recommend the following three books: 

“John Fielder’s Best Of Colorado – 165 Top Scenic Places”  by John Fielder 

“Colorado Scenic Byways Road Atlas & Travel Guide”  by Susan J Tweit and Jim Steinberg.  Club members 

will remember Jim‘s presentation at our August meeting last year. 

“Colorado State Parks & Natural Areas”  by Frank Weston. Club members will remember Frank is a previous 

MHWPC member and officer. 

Kebler Pass Road View 

Ohio Pass Road 

Needle Rock 

Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
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Loon Adventure 

by Richard Seeley 

It was a pristine July morning, about 30 minutes before sunrise. The air was clear and cool, the lake still with a 
slight mist hanging in the distance. It was quiet and the feel was early summer. Beth and I pulled up to a dirt boat 
ramp, unloaded our kayaks and made ready for our search for loons. 
 
As we quietly launched our kayaks, to our surprise a loon popped up 
from under water not more than 20 feet from the end of the small 
dock. It was as surprised as we were. In seconds, it dove and 
disappeared. 
 
We could see a loon family in the distance - one adult and two chicks. 
We started to paddle. With silent strokes slicing through the water, we 
edged closer to these beautiful creatures. Loons are classified as 
threatened animals and are protected by the state of New Hampshire. 
A minimum safe distance for viewing is 25 meters. Too close and the 
loons become agitated. An adult loon will dive, then surface hundreds 
of feet away. But an adult with very young chicks will not leave the 
chicks; instead, it will swim hard and fast to avoid encounters, 
enduring undue stress on the birds. 
 

Chicks will climb up 
on the back of the 
parents to get warm 
a n d  d r y ,  o r 
sometimes to just 
take a rest. 
 
 
 
It can get a bit 
crowded, but when 
they are small 
enough two chicks 
on a parent's back 
can be seen. 
 

The Loon Preservation Committee in Moultonborough monitors all 
loons in New Hampshire. Through a volunteer network of 1000 
members, loon activity is monitored throughout the year and the information is managed in a computer data base. 
Their website is www.loon.org. They are dedicated to the preservation of loons and their habitat. 
 
When I spoke to John Cooley, a senior biologist at the Loon Preservation Committee, he indicated that the current 
season was going well for loons, with improved nesting success over last year. The recent improvements in the 
loon population are due in part to the efforts of the Loon Preservation Committee. 
 
To get these close-up photographs of the loon family, I used my Canon 500mm lens with a 1.4x extender (700mm 
equivalent) attached to my Canon 5D Mark II, all handheld in my kayak. Yes, at first, I was very nervous about 
taking my most expensive lens and camera out on the lake, only inches from the water surface. But fortunately, the 
water was calm, there was no wind, and the opportunity was too good to pass up. So anticipation overtook 
reluctance and the thrill of getting these photographs made it worth the risk. 
 
Be sure to view this video of a loon family with audio of the haunting call of the loons. Loons were made famous by 
the movie, On Golden Pond, which was shot on Squam Lake close to where I shot these images and video. 
 
The video is a bit shaky because hand-holding 10 pounds of camera gear in an unsteady kayak while shooting 
video is a huge challenge: [youtube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCVp3HOUqvw?rel=0&w=399&h=227] 

http://richardseeleyphotography.wordpress.com/wp-admin/www.loon.org
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Russ Burden has an article in the July issue of Outdoor 
Photographer that appears on page 31. The article is called 
Reenergize and is part of the Quick Tips series. If you're stuck 
in a photographic rut, give it a read to find out how to get out of 
the low. 

 

Did anyone else do a double-take when their 2012 The Nature 
Conservancy calendar arrived in the mail in July?  I did!  That‘s 
the winner of the Masters October 2010 Wildlife Competition, 
―Leap Of Faith‖ by Jan Forseth on the cover (and for May 
inside).  Jan was the Grand Prize Winner in TNC‘s 5th Annual 
Photo Contest.  Congratulations, Jan! 

 

 

Reed Nelson‘s photograph "Giraffe Mother 
and Calf Bonding" won 1st place in the 
wildlife category in the 20th Anniversary 
Louisville Art Association, 2011 National 
Juried Photography Show, and his photo 
"60 MPH Sunset" won 2nd place in the 
landscape category.  This makes two years 
in a row that Reed has won 1st in the 
wildlife category at this show.  Photos 
submissions come from all over the nation, 
Maine to Hawaii. 

CONGRATULATIONS,  

REED, JAN, & RUSS! 

News from the Library Team 

Joe and I hope that you have had a successful photographic summer.  We were 
fortunate enough to spend almost a week at our condo in Keystone.  I took some 
photographic exploration adventures to the Loveland Pass Lake, Boreas Pass to 
Fairplay, the huge nests of two groups of Osprey on Rt. 9 in Silverthorne, Vail, and 
Shrine Pass.  Joe had to go back and work for a couple of them.  I got several great 
shots (for me) and the wild flowers are finally coming to a peak.  It seems like the reds 
and all of the color combinations are late this year due to the amount of moisture we 
have had (Texas wishes they had it). Below are  a few of our favorites.  

Stop by the library if it is open after this month's picnic.  Here are a few titles of good books to look at especially for 
the less experienced people (our minority). A Guider to Colorado's Best Photographic Locations by Andy Cook and 
Shar Scofield gives many great locations in our state. The Digital Photographer's Handbook by Tom Ang is great 
for general information.  So, if we have things out come and CHECK US OUT.  If you have any materials to return 
see us. 
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The Wildlife Experience:  One Last Chance to Photograph! 

At the photo shoot in July, a few club members were interested in another date with more time to shoot. 
GOOD NEWS! On August 9, Connie with TWE has arranged for club photographers to set up as early as 
4:30 PM and work until the programs end around 8:30 PM. This is the evening before the club picnic and the 
next meeting. For our photographers interested in a challenge, here is a 'wish list' from TWE staff: 

 Photos that span the biomes showing the scale of the exhibit (thinking someone looking at a 
specific part of the exhibit in focus and remainder of Globeology out of focus in the background 
showing depth) 

 People pointing/interacting with exhibit (not sure how possible that is in the timeframe) 

 I lack a lot of photos in hard to light areas like caves, desert night & waterfall 

 Try to show the waterfall in scale (my photos look like it‘s a tiny fall instead of 17-feet!) 

 Science on a sphere (with people in it) 

BUT - Please note - members are welcome to photograph anything, anywhere at TWE.  This is a great 
opportunity to continue that 'symbiotic' relationship between MHWPC and TWE that has helped both 
organizations so much over the years.  Please consider participating next week!  AND—If you participated in 
the previous sessions, please bring your photographs in JPEG format on a CD to the next meeting, and give 
them to Chuck Winters! 

AND The Wildlife Experience:  The 2011 Boa Ball! 

MHWPC has generously supported TWE in their past Boa Ball fundraising events. In both 2009 and 2010 five 
members donated an image to help TWE.  Please consider the following request for donations for this year‘s 
Boa Ball:  

― One of our biggest fundraisers is our annual gala, the Boa Ball.  The Boa Ball will be held Saturday, October 
8, featuring a live & silent auction, entertainment and dinner. We hope to raise over $150,000 to help further 
our mission to instill respect for habitat and wildlife and inspire efforts to conserve for generations to come 
through educational, interactive and entertaining experiences.  

 
I am writing to ask that MHWPC members consider a donation to the Boa Ball silent auction.  The silent 
auction is a highly visible attraction, ramping up the event by letting guests get involved at all dollar levels, 
and by putting your name repeatedly before our guests.  Your donation will be recognized in a number of 
ways including:  
 

 As a beautiful display on the auction table and listing in the event program 
 In our Nov/Dec 2011 member newsletter, circulated to over 2,000 homes 

 
The Wildlife Experience is a qualified 501(c)(3), our tax ID number is 84-1511730, as your donation may be 
tax deductible.  In addition, all auction donations with a retail value of $1,000 or greater will be acknowledged 
on the donor wall in 2012 and in our Annual Report. 

 
We hope you will consider supporting the signature gala of The Wildlife Experience with a donation of a silent 
auction item.  To learn more about us, please visit our website at thewildlifeexperience.org or feel free to 
contact me at 720.488.3389 or spowner@twexp.org. ― 

 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Sheri Powner 

mailto:spowner@twexp.org
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Competition Rules Update / Reminder 

Each month, the newsletter will have a reminder or synopsis of one or more rules category.  This 
month, a reminder of the SCENIC category rules is below.    
  
NOTE:  If there's any doubt as to the eligibility of one of your images, please submit it to someone 

on the competition committee for approval. 

 

Scenic 

 Scenic, geological, botanical, and meteorological subjects. 

 Man-made objects or wildlife are acceptable as long as they are a very minor compositional element and 

not a main focal point of the image. They should not distract from, or enhance the scenic elements of the 

picture.  

 The intent of the original image must be maintained. 

 Images may be color, black-and-white, or toned (i.e., sepia). Stitched panoramas and/or HDR processing 

is acceptable. 

 The competition committee and/or judge will be the final determiners of whether an image is appropriate 

to the category. 

How Are The Number of Competition Winners Determined? 

by Lara Hardesty 

At each of the club's monthly meetings, we have winners in each of six competitions. Every month we have 
the Wildlife category and the Scenic category.  The third category alternates monthly between Wildlife: 
Captive or Controlled and the Open category (where images have to have been significantly digitally 
manipulated). Monthly each of the three categories are judged for Members level entries (open to any dues 
paying club member) and then separately for Masters entries. Masters level is for veteran club members 
whose past history of competition entries has demonstrated their photographic abilities to be at an extremely 
high level. Currently the club has 17 Masters. 
 
Okay-most club members know that much. But in each of the three categories, for the Members and the 
Masters levels, how is the number of winners determined? Bob Stocker asked this question, and I admit I 
have often wondered as well. We know it is not a straight percentage, but Bob and I are curious---what is the 
formula? 
 
Per Russ Burden, the criteria for the number of awards per category is determined by the number of entries in 
that category as follows: 
 
1-3 entries   1st place only 
4-6 entries   1st place & 2nd place 
7-9 entries   1st place & 2nd place & 3rd place 
10-14 entries   1st place & 2nd place & 3rd place + 1 Honorable Mention 
15-24 entries   1st place & 2nd place & 3rd place + 2 Honorable Mentions 
25-34 entries   1st place & 2nd place & 3rd place + 3 Honorable Mentions 
35-44 entries   1st place & 2nd place & 3rd place + 4 Honorable Mentions 
 
Now that you know the answer to that mystery, get working on your images and enter the next monthly 
competition. You might be one of those winners! 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stalking Leopard by Roger Clark 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landing Gear Engaged by Cathy Sheeter 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Red Fox by Hannah Rhodes 

July Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                        Judge: Chuck Winter 
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  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snowy Egret  by Bob Stocker 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upset Marmot by Fred Stearns 

July Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife (continued)                   Judge: Chuck Winter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lazy Morning by Richard Seeley 
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  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peaceful by Tim Visser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Late Evening at White Sands by Richard Goluch 

 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature’s Paintbrush by Cathy Sheeter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paintbrush Bud by Nancy Nelson 

July Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                       Judge: Chuck Winter 

  Third Place 

 

Mesa Arch Sunrise by Dixie Lawrence 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Wheel by Cathy Sheeter 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flamingo Nap by Matt Schaefer 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Common Postman Butterfly by Hannah Rhodes 

July Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled             Judge: Chuck Winter 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Osprey Landing by Rob Palmer 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Male Red Fox Greeting Kit by Fi Rust 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cow Moose With Newborn Calf by Fi Rust 

July Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                       Judge: Chuck Winter 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emerging With Prey by Jan Forseth 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild Geranium by Mary Paetow 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glacier Lily by James Hager 

July Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                         Judge: Chuck Winter 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barn Owls on Fence by Charlie Summers 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Gyrfalcon in Flight by Rob Palmer 

July Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled             Judge: Chuck Winter 
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Upcoming Programs ! 

August  It‘s time for the club‘s Annual Picnic!  Start time is a little earlier, at 6:00PM.  The club 

provides Fried Chicken, plates, cups, utensils and pop.  Please bring a dish to share!  A regular club 

competition will follow the picnic.  

September  Chuck Summers will be presenting a program ―Colorado Wildlife - Images Close to 

Home” The program will be a summary of photographic opportunities for wildlife close to home.  
Wildlife featured will include Snow Geese, Sandhill Cranes, and Prairie Chickens.   

October Gordon and Cathy Illg will share “Images of the Colorado Plateau”, from their large 

exhibit and accompanying presentation at The Wildlife Experience. The show highlights 2 decades 
of exploring some of the most visually exciting scenery on the planet, a scenic treasure trove that 
takes up most of Southern Utah, part of Western Colorado and a good chunk of Arizona. Did they do 
the project justice? You' will have to come to the meeting and decide for yourself! 

November Rita and Charlie Summers will present an all wildlife program on "Africa - Aardwolf to 

Zebra" featuring striking, award winning images from over 25 different game parks. These images 
were made during their many trips to the African continent and encompass game parks from South 
Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Botswana, Kenya, and Tanzania. This promises to be a very 
special event and one of the highlights of the year. 

 

Recent Speaker Information 

For more information regarding recent programs and speakers, the following contact information is available: 

July  Chuck Winter presented ―Photography Close to Home - Colorado Wildflowers and Colorado Fall Color 

Seasons‖.   Chuck can be contacted at cwinter@mii-rmcc.com . 

June  Russ Burden shared two digital presentations showcasing some of his favorite locales and 

photographs.  Visit www.russburdenphotography.com for more information on Russ‘ photography and tours.  

May  Dave Showalter was our presenter in May, with a program on the Colorado Prairie and conservation 

efforts.  Visit www.daveshowalter.com for more information on Dave‘s photography and work.  

 

It’s Been a Wet, Wet Summer…..  

It‘s likely all our members getting outdoors this summer have dealt with later road openings and higher water.  
Mark Pedri offers one clear example of how much more water is running off this year. Mark recently got back 
from a week-long backpacking trip through Holy Cross and Zirkel Wilderness areas.  Holy Cross was snow 
packed and all of the lakes were frozen above 10,000.  The flowers will be great when the snow melts! Zirkel,  
however, was full of flowers, but the creek crossing were closed because of dangerous crossings.  Runoff has 
doubled or more the river‘s size.  One example:  

 

A Prior Year…. 

 

 

Same Location,  

This Year... 

mailto:cwinter@mii-rmcc.com
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At Our July Meeting 

by Lara Hardesty & Chris Frazier 

For the July meeting, Chuck Winter presented a program in which he shared his favorite places to take 

gorgeous wildflower and fall colors photographs in Colorado. Bob Cross said afterward how thankful he was 

that Chuck is so willing to share his "secret spots" with other club members.  A listing of locations mentioned 

in Chuck‘s program is below.  Before Chuck‘s program, The Wildlife Experience presented a special plaque to 

Denver Digital Imaging and owner Rick Carpenter in appreciation for their support of our exhibits at TWE over 

the past 10 years.  During the break, club members had some time to view our latest exhibit at TWE- “Close-

ups: A Part of the Whole”. 

 

I was fortunate to have the opportunity to get to the meeting in time to experience Chuck's judging of the 

club's monthly competition. Being summer, many of the club's members are out enjoying the multitude of 

opportunities for nature photography so there were many entries in each category, making Chuck's job 

challenging. Chuck spent a significant amount of time on each image, explaining what attracted him to each 

image and providing suggestions for improvement (acknowledging that sometimes suggestions for 

improvement may be ideal and may have not been possible in the real life situation). 

 

Chuck Winters also serves the club in many other capacities: Board Member, Monthly Programs Team Lead, 

& Special Programs & Field Trips Team Lead. 

THE BEST OF COLORADO—WILDFLOWERS 

Areas in North Central Colorado: 
Denver Mountain Parks 
Rocky Mountain National Park 
Pawnee Buttes 
Indian Peaks 
Summit County 
Shrine Pass 
Place names – North Central Colorado: 
RMNP-Trail Ridge Road 
RMNP-Fall River Road 
RMNP-Wild Basin 
Indian Peaks and the Arapahoe Pass Trail 
Summit County-Quantary Peak, Peru Creek, Boreas Pass,  
Monarch Lakes 
Areas in the Central Mountains: 
Aspen/Snowmass 
Lead King Basin, Crested Butte 
Place names – Central Mountains: 
Maroon Lake, Castle Creek/Ashcroft 
Marble/Lead King Basin/Crystal Mill 
Crested Butte-Road to Gothic, Washington Gulch,  
Slate River Road, Brush Creek Road 
Cottonwood Pass 
Kebler Pass and Lake Irwin 
Ohio Pass 
Areas in the San Juan Mountains:  
Lake City, Ouray, Telluride, Silverton 
Place names in the San Juan Mountains:  
Cinnamon Pass/American Basin, Engineer Pass,  
Slumgullion Pass/Bear Lake 
Yankee Boy Basin, Imogene Pass, Govenors Basin 
Red Mountain Pass, Mineral Creek, Corkscrew Gulch,  
Dallas Divide/Last Dollar Road 
Ophir, Ice Lake 

THE BEST OF COLORADO—FALL COLORS 

Key Areas in Colorado: 
Front Range 
Rocky Mountain Nat‘l Park 
Steamboat 
Aspen 
Kebler Pass 
San Juan Mountains 
 
Place names – Front Range: 
Boulder-Flatirons, Boulder Canyon 
Peak to Peak - Highway 72 
Squaw Pass Road 
Garden of the Gods/Pikes Peak 
Boreas Pass and Kenosha Pass 
 
Place names – RMNP: 
Fall River Road/Trail Ridge Road 
Moraine Park/Bear Lake 
Route 7/Longs Peak/Wild Basin 
 
Place names – Central Mountains: 
Maroon Lake, Castle Creek/Ashcroft 
Crystal River Valley/Marble/Crystal Mill 
Crested Butte-Road to Gothic, Washington Gulch,  
Slate River Road 
Kebler Pass and Ohio Pass 
Place names – San Juan Mountains: 
Cinnamon Pass/American Basin, Engineer Pass,  
Slumgullion Pass, Ouray/Red Mountain Pass/Silverton 
Dallas Divide/Last Dollar Road 
Girl Scout Camp Road (CR5) 
Owl Creek Pass 
Telluride/Wilson Peak/Ophir 
Lake City-Blue Mesa Cutoff/Lake City 
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg’s Adventure 

Photography Tours: 

The Illg‘s can be contacted at:          

Adventure Photography 303 237-7086 or 

gordon@advenphoto.com 

www.advenphoto.com 

2011 Destinations include: 

 

 Rocky Mountain High, Colorado  July 17-22 

 

 Colorado Color, Colorado  September 25-30 

 

 Alaska Eagles, Juneau Alaska  November 13-19 

 

 Bosque Del Apache, New Mexico, Dec 6-11 

2012 Destinations include: 

 New Zealand, January 5-21 

 Death Valley, California, March 3-8 

 Northern Lights, Alaska, March 12-18  

 Galapagos, Ecuador, March 26-April 5  

 Southern Arizona, April 15-20 

 North Carolina Birds, April 25-29 

 Bayou Adventure, Louisiana/Texas, May 8-13 

Photograph in Arapahoe County? 

A while back, the feature article of the 
newsletter covered photography possibilities in 
Douglas County.  I would like to do a similar 
article for other metro area counties, with 
Arapahoe County likely being next.  If you know 
of some great spots in Arapahoe County or any 
cities in the county, you can help by providing a 
photo or two, maybe with a little information 
about the spot.  And, as always, if you would 
like to submit a full article about Arapahoe or 
any of the other metro counties, please do so! 
Your knowledge of a part of the area can help 
other club members explore all that the Denver 
area has to offer! 

From the Editor: Digital Meeting 

Contributor Needed! 

Recently, I have been unable to regularly attend 

the club‘s Digital Training Meetings. As a result, 

this important part of the club‘s activities has 

not received the newsletter coverage it 

deserves.  If you are a regular attendee at the 

digital training meetings, would you consider 

writing a short article each month summarizing 

the meeting content for our newsletter readers?  

I will be happy to assist with editing, so interest 

and commitment is more important than writing 

experience.  If you are not up to a long-term 

commitment, but would be able to cover the 

next meeting, that‘s OK too! Please contact 

Chris Frazier if you‘re able to help.  Thank you! 

Local Photography Idea for August! 

A great, easy-to-reach destination with lots to 

photograph is the Mount Evans Scenic Byway. 

Take 1-70 up to Idaho Springs, and head up 

Mount Evans Road.  There is a $10 day use fee 

when you reach the turnout for the summit 

road.  Scenery is varied with the lakes at the 

lower elevations, Mount Goliath Natural Area 

midway up, Summit Lake near the top, and the  

Mount Evans summit itself.  Common wildlife 

include the mountain goats and marmots. 

Always take some warm clothing, as conditions 

at the summit can be drastically different than 

what is in Denver when you leave. Consider 

taking the right turn when leaving the summit to 

drive the lesser-known part of the scenic 

byway, coming out in Evergreen and continuing 

on through Morrison.  

GOT A FAVORITE LOCAL SPOT? Please 

consider sharing it with your fellow club 

members—just send a short description like the 

one above telling others what you like about the 

spot, what to expect to photograph, anything 

else you want in a short paragraph or two.   
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Member Workshops and Tours 

(continued): 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours: 

Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Or 

Contact Russ at 303-791-9997,                    

rburden@ecentral.com 

2011 Destinations include: 

 
 Sept 24 - Oct 3, 2011  Grand Teton and   

Yellowstone National Parks in the Fall -       
a 10 day trip! 

 
 Oct. 18 - 23, 2011 Hunts Mesa - A special 

aerial perspective of Monument Valley 
and Capital Reef National Park 

 
 Nov. 5 - 11, 2011 Bryce Canyon and Zion 

National Parks 
 
 Dec 6 –12, 20011 Bosque Del Apache and 

White Sands National Monument 
 
 A Vermont Fall Colors Tour is also available 

by Request with Small Groups.  Contact 
Russ for details and additional information  

 
 

James Hager Photography -                              

Small Group Photo Safaris 

Visit www.JamesHagerPhoto.com, or email 

James@JamesHagerPhoto.com for more infor-

mation: 

 

Kenya in Oct 2012: A 20-day classic African 

photo safari, including visits to Samburu Na-

tional Reserve, Lake Nakuru National Park, and 

Masai Mara         National Reserve. The safari 

is intended for photographers, or serious natu-

ralists, who want to spend time with the animals 

of East Africa.  

 

Gorillas in Oct 2012: 5 days of visiting mountain 

gorillas in the best environment for photogra-

phy—   Volcanoes National Park in  Rwanda.  

Gorilla trekking in Volcanoes National Park is 

an amazing experience! 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

President: Bob Cross 

crossphoto@gmail.com 303-663-2019 

Vice-President: Bob Stocker 

stockers@stockerphotos.com 303-759-4056 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 

Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editors:  Chris Frazier & Lara Hardesty 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 or  303-386-4260 

Webmaster: James Hager 

http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 

TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Competition: Russ Burden 303-791-9997 

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 303-267-3846 

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  

Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 

Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 

Library: Joe & Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 

Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 

August Meeting 

Wednesday, August 10th 

6:00 p.m. –  10:00 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 

Competition:  Wildlife, Scenic, and Open 

July Attendance: Approximately 62 

 

August Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, August 24th 

7:00 p.m. –  9:15 p.m. at 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL CENTER  5640 County Line Place 

Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 

September submission deadline is Saturday 09/03/11 


