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June 2011 Volume 35, Number 5 

Photographing Mountains 

by Russ Burden 

There’s an old expression that’s a play on words: ―Life’s A Beach.‖ I have a T Shirt that says, ―Life’s 

A Mountain, Not A Beach.‖ From the very first time I drove across country from New York to Denver 

and saw the Rocky Mountains loom in the distance, I was hooked. John Denver sang about a Rocky 

Mountain High. For you, in that my song writing ability is atrocious, I choose to write an article about 

how to capture great images of mountains.  

Add Color For Impact: 

Autumn is my favorite time 

to photograph mountains 

as the deciduous trees 

reach their peak color. 

Whether you focus on the 

Rockies with golden toned 

aspens or the rolling 

mountains of the east with 

mul t i  warm co lored 

hardwood trees, the reds, 

yellows, and oranges that 

paint the hillsides add 

dimension, impact, and 

specific focal points to any 

mountain image. In the 

accompanying image of the 

cottonwoods taken in Zion National Park, I composed the image to create three layers. The bottom 

layer of the fall color is dominant as the sidelight brings out the color in the leaves. The red rock 

mountains become the middle layer and act as a supporting element to the foliage. The sky layer 

complements the yellow of the trees as yellow and blue work well together.  

Create Depth: A key technique in creating successful compositions of mountain scenics is to create 

depth. This is accomplished by including fore, mid, and background elements in the image. Wide 

angle lenses are employed to accomplish this. By getting close to an important focal point in the 

lower portion of the frame, the eye is drawn to that area in the photograph. The midground layer 

needs to support the chosen foreground element and contain  interest.   The final piece of the puzzle  
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is the background element. When photographing 

mountains, this is often the key peak of the range. In 

the end, all elements should support one another. In 

the accompanying image, the foreground grasses, the 

flowing midground river, and the trees and peak which 

constitute the background all work together to create a 

photo in which all elements blend harmoniously. 

Timing: Dramatic mountain images are made in the sweet light of the day. This occurs both at 

sunrise and sunset. Capturing images at these times means getting up when it’s dark and being on 

location just as the sun crests the horizon. It also entails being out late at sunset just before the suns 

falls below the horizon. At these times of the day, the light is warm and soft.  It gives the scene 

dimension and texture unobtainable in the middle of the day. Mid day sun is harsh, flat, and very 

blue in color. None of these qualities lend themselves to getting good mountain shots. In the 

accompanying image of Pike’s Peak, I pressed the shutter within two minutes of sunrise.  

Quick Tips: I highly recommend you use a polarizer and shoot at right angles to the sun to maximize 

its effect. Use a long lens to compress scenes where layers of mountains exist to add impact. Use a 

long lens to create intimate portraits of just the peaks of your favorite range. Incorporate people into 

some of your shots to show scale. Shoot when there is an impending or clearing storm to capture 

dramatic light. If you have to shoot when the skies are gray or overcast, crop as much of it out of 

your photo as you can. This also goes for clear blue skies as they are a dime a dozen. Look for 

interesting cloud patterns to enhance your images. 

Hospitality for the June Meeting 

Russ Burden - Cookies/Snacks 

 Chris Frazier -  Beverages 

Volunteers are needed for later this year! 
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NATURES BEST WILDLAND SMITH RICE AWARD CEREMONY 

Congratulations Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

Photos from 56 Countries were entered into 
this contest and it is a tough competition 
competing against so many professional 
clubs throughout the world but WE did it!!! 
and to add to it, we did it twice. This honor 
for a club cannot be done again however, as 
Nature’s Best decided to no longer include 
this category. We went down in history but 
now the fun of our yearly gathering of 
images to make the 12 then 8 to be 
displayed has come to an end. BUT…… 
who says it has to end with any of you to 

enter on an individual basis. I so encourage you to do 
this. To see (let alone say) your image is displayed on 
the walls of the SMITHSONIAN is such a high and I 
know there are so many of you that can do this. Jeff 
and I went to DC before the ceremony held on May 
3

rd
. We watched the public look at the images being 

displayed. The comments from both adults and 
children were really something. The children loved 
the ―Red fish in the bears mouth‖, and the ―Vole 
dancing by the coyote‖, as they stated. Comments 
like beautiful, wow these are great photographers, 
amazing, how did they do this?, and many more.  
They looked at the photographers little portrait photos 
and read everything. 

So not only is it a high to have your image 
displayed, it is also a high when you go up to 
get an award at the ceremony. I was just 
honored to represent the club and get our 
plaque. Let me tell you what actually 
happens at one of these awards 
ceremonies. The Museum of Natural History 
is closed to the public and in the Rotunda is 
where the event happened. The ambiance 
was beautiful, and professional.  
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The evening started at 7pm with several tables of fantastic food and beverages. Wine was served as 
you entered. Smaller tables were around to eat at. We mingled so much though that we missed the 
food (yummy looking desert table) but did get drinks. A little after 7:45pm, our speakers began, 
awards were given out, photos were taken and we all headed up to the 2

nd
 floor to view the display. 

Some people got their photos taken in front of their images, others mingled some more. We were 
the last ones to be booted out by security for cleanup by around 9:45pm.   

We were impressed with the images displayed 
and felt our club members could easily be on the 
walls as well. There are so many of our 
members that may not realize how wonderful 
their images are and should be entered.  

Something I noticed while being there watching 
the public as well as catching ourselves is you 
need to enlarge your image as big as you can 
and step back to see it from a distance. Be open 
and honest with yourself and not choose this 
image due to a memory, releasing your 
restrictions or favoritism, but to see it as 
someone else’s image and notice if it is powerful, 
striking,  full of  color, great  action , or  providing  
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lots of emotions. They will be looked at in this similar 
manner and in doing this, it will help in the decision making 
what may or may not work. We so encourage everyone to 

enter so that you may also experience being a ―Winner‖ on display at the Smithsonian and showing 
off your image in the Nature’s Best Magazine. You may get highly honored and they are also 
displayed or included in a video sold to the public. Make sure that you allow time to see the DC sites 
as there is so much to see and experience in the city. Sightseeing will round out the trip nicely. 

AGAIN, CONGRATULATIONS MILE HIGH WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB ! 

From Donna Carr (text and photos by Donna Carr) 
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The Wildlife Experience:  Request for Images ! 

Editors Note:  Mile High Wildlife Photography Club recently received the below letter from our host 
facility, The Wildlife Experience.  Our relationship with this organization has truly been a symbiotic 
one—where both organizations have enhanced and benefited the other.  Please consider donating 
your time and photography talents, and maybe get a helpful photographers credit in the process!  As 
noted below, TWE will be open to club members for photography of the grounds and facilities on 
Wednesday, June 8th, from 5:00—7:00PM, right before the club meeting.  Photos can be 
submitted to Chuck Winter or any club officer.  See or email Chuck with any questions.  Thank you! 
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Competition Rules Update / Reminder 

Each month, the newsletter will have a reminder or synopsis of one or more rules category.  This 
month, a reminder of the OPEN category rules is below.    
  
NOTE:  If there's any doubt as to the eligibility of one of your images, please submit it to someone 

on the competition committee for approval. 

 

 ·Any nature image that does not fit into the other categories can be entered in this category. 
 
 There are no post processing restrictions for the Open category. Creativity and artistic 

manipulation are encouraged. 

 A description of what was done to the image must accompany the entry. 

 All components of composite images must be the original artwork of the photographer. 

 Images must meet the subject matter of the above categories. 

 

Hello from the Library! 

Where is the summer weather? Joe and I were looking forward to 
sending you some pictures from Trail Ridge Road over Memorial Day 
week-end.  However, the record snowfall (more than in the past three 
decades) has stalled the snow removal efforts.  The news announced 
that it will not open until mid-June.  Due to my surgery, Joe and I won’t 
get there until July now.  Maybe someone else can get pictures and 
send them for the July newsletter????????????  

Betsy’s knee revision surgery is scheduled for the 6th of June.  Joe may 
make the meeting on the 8th.  Otherwise, we will try to resume some 
normalcy in July.  If you have any items checked out, please write a note and give it to Bob or Chuck 
to give to us.  I will try to review some new selections while I am following my rehab orders.  

Take care and remember to CHECK US OUT – if we are open.  

Cheers!!!!!!!!!!!      Joe and Betsy Lamb 

 

LONE TREE PHOTOGRAPHIC ART SHOW & SALE 

This month’s Bragging Rights is a bit different—a 
congratulations to all the club members who participated 
and won in the 2011 Lone Tree Photography Show, 
hosted by the Lone Tree Arts Commission.  Participants 
included Donna Carr, John Fletcher, Sam Fletcher, 

Cathy Illg, Stephanie Lindemann, Dona Moody, Bruce Norman, Mary Paetow, Cathy Sheeter, 
Chauncey Walden, and Bill Ward.  Cathy Illg, Sam Fletcher, Donna Carr, and John Fletcher all 
took home Honorable Mention awards.  That is eleven members from our club in this single show!  
Congratulations, all—and thank you to Emelene Russell for submitting the information on this show.   
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motherly Love  by Carolyn Derrington-Tate 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Female Blue Dacnis by Nancy Nelson 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

One-Horned Rhinoceros of Nepal  by Georgia Hart 

May Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                    Judge: Dave Showalter 
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  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out Of The River by Elmer Paetow 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion and Sky by Roger Clark 

May Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife (continued)               Judge: Dave Showalter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rwandan Silverback by Carolyn Derrington-Tate 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would a Wood Duck Duck? by Lynn Bishop 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Totem Tracks by Richard Seeley 

 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden of the Gods Sunset by Dixie Lawrence 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stars over the Serengeti by Roger Clark 

May Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                   Judge: Dave Showalter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creek at Castlewood Canyon by Lois Lake 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bear Prayer by Cathy Sheeter 

 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sleeping Tight by Cathy Sheeter 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Off ! by Lynn Bishop 

May Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled          Judge: Dave Showalter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Checkered Skipper by Jonathan Krohn 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trunk Dipping by Jan Forseth 

 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lilac-Breasted Roller by Rita Summers 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

African Lioness and Cub by Fi Rust 

May Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                    Judge: Dave Showalter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Snow Geese by Charlie Summers 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peaceful Teton Morning  by Russ Burden 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aspen Eyes by Reb Babcock 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Enchanted Fall by Jan Forseth 

May Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                     Judge: Dave Showalter 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silverback Portrait by Russ Burden 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Big Brown Bat in Flight by Jan Forseth 

May Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled          Judge: Dave Showalter 
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At Our May Meeting 

by Lara Hardesty 

Club business discussed before the presentation included that the new rules for competition entries 
are posted on the club website. James Hager is working to enable a link on the club website where 
members can email their photo to club officers to ask whether the photo meets the rules for the 
competition if in doubt. 

Dave Showalter was the speaker for the May 2011 meeting. Dave started his presentation by 
discussing his work as the refuge photographer for the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife 
Refuge in Commerce City for seven years. Dave shared with us that the Arsenal was recently called 
"Our most important urban refuge" by Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar. The Arsenal has a brand 
new visitor center and Dave was commissioned to make two giant murals for its exhibits - his bison 
mural is 11x26 feet and is the first thing visitors see when they enter the building!  

Dave then shifted to discussing his conservation photography work as a member of the International 
League of Conservation Photographers (ILCP). His current conservation book project, "Sage Spirit", 
is planned for conservation of wild habitat and wildlife throughout the Intermountain West because 
the sage steppe has become one of the most endangered ecosystems on earth. Dave is working 
with Audubon and conservation leaders in the West to link important habitat and preserve wild lands 
for the future. "It is time to develop energy responsibly and recognize that some places are simply 
too wild and too special to drill" Dave told us.  

For more information about both of these aspects of Dave's work, please consult his website. Dave 
Showalter's website is at daveshowalter.com.  

Dave judged the competition for us and repeatedly commented on the great quality of the club 
members' work, saying "That's why you've won Nature's Best twice" and ended the evening by 
saying it had been an honor for him. Dave, the feeling is mutual. 

 And a Change of Venue for the Digital Study Group— 

 
Please note that a change in venue for 
the Digital Group has occurred. We will no 
longer be meeting at TWE on the 4th 
Wednesday. The change will commence 
with the June 22nd meeting. The new 
location is: Animal Hospital Center, 5640 
County Line Place (1 block south of 
County Line Rd. at the south end of Holly 
St.)  

Please park in the lot on the right side of 
the building after you go around the front 
of it and down the hill.  Please DO NOT 
enter the building through the front door! 
When you drive down the hill, you'll see 
entrance through a double set of doors. 
The meeting is in the basement of the 
Animal Hospital Center. 

http://www.daveshowalter.com/
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg’s Adventure 

Photography Tours: 

The Illg’s can be contacted at:          

Adventure Photography 303 237-7086 or 

gordon@advenphoto.com 

www.advenphoto.com 

2011 Destinations include: 

 Wildlife Babies, Minnesota  June 14-17, 2011 

 

 Switzerland/Berner Oberland   June 26-July 6 

 

 Rocky Mountain High, Colorado  July 17-22 

 

 Colorado Color, Colorado  September 25-30 

 

 Alaska Eagles, Juneau Alaska  November 13-19 

 

For more information on Audubon Magazine’s 
Third Annual Photo Contest, please visit 
audubonmagazinephotoawards.com .  Entries 
are accepted from May 30 to September 5, 
2011. Categories include Professional, 
Amateur, and Youth 

Speaker Workshops and Tours: 

GLENN RANDALL:  

 

2011 Workshops in Rocky Mountain National Park 

 

August 19 (evening) to August 21, 2011 
August 26 (evening) to August 28, 2011 
 
All workshops will be based at the Rocky Mountain 

Nature Association's Field Seminar and 

Conference Center in Estes Park, on the east side 

of Rocky Mountain National Park.  The $200 

workshop fee does not include meals or 

lodging.  These workshops are not 

sequential; the contents of each weekend-long 

workshop will be identical.  For more information on 

the seminars, please contact me at 303 499-3009 or 

glennrandall@glennrandall.com.  To register, please 

visit the Rocky Mountain Nature Association website 

or call 970 586-3262.  

Local Photography Idea for June! 

Consider a day trip to the Rocky Mountain 

Arsenal or Rocky Flats National Wildlife 

Refuges.  A new Rocky Mountain Arsenal 

Visitor Center opened to the public on May 21, 

2011.  There is also a new entrance to the 

Rocky Mountain Arsenal Refuge off of Quebec 

Street. The Friends Group is now doing the 

coordinating for any special photo tours such as 

for burrowing owls.  Friends Group members 

are given first priority for photo tours which is a 

good incentive for joining.  Photography is also 

allowed on an individual basis from the refuge 

trails. Visit http://www.ffrwr.org for more 

information on the "Friends of the Front Range 

Wildlife Refuges", and information on the two 

Wildlife Refuges.  Thank you to Fred Krampetz 

for providing this month’s outing idea!    

 

mailto:glennrandall@glennrandall.com
http://www.rmna.org
http://www.ffrwr.org
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Member Workshops and Tours 

(continued): 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours: 

Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Or 

Contact Russ at 303-791-9997,                    

rburden@ecentral.com 

2011 Destinations include: 

 
 June 18 - 24, 2011 Grand Teton and Yellow-

stone National Parks in the Spring 
 
 Sept 24 - Oct 3, 2011  Grand Teton and   

Yellowstone National Parks in the Fall -       
a 10 day trip! 

 
 Oct. 18 - 23, 2011 Hunts Mesa - A special 

aerial perspective of Monument Valley 
and Capital Reef National Park 

 
 Nov. 5 - 11, 2011 Bryce Canyon and Zion 

National Parks 
 
 Dec 6 –12, 20011 Bosque Del Apache and 

White Sands National Monument 
 
 A Vermont Fall Colors Tour is also available 

by Request with Small Groups.  Contact 
Russ for details and additional information  

 

 

James Hager Photography -                              

Small Group Photo Safaris 

Visit www.JamesHagerPhoto.com, or email 

James@JamesHagerPhoto.com for more informa-

tion: 

 

Kenya in Oct 2012: A 20-day classic African photo 

safari, including visits to Samburu National Reserve, 

Lake Nakuru National Park, and Masai Mara         

National Reserve. The safari is intended for photog-

raphers, or serious naturalists, who want to spend 

time with the animals of East Africa.  

 

Gorillas in Oct 2012: 5 days of visiting mountain go-

rillas in the best environment for photography—   

Volcanoes National Park in  Rwanda.  Gorilla trek-

king in Volcanoes National Park is an amazing     

experience! 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

President: Bob Cross 

crossphoto@gmail.com 303-663-2019 

Vice-President: Bob Stocker 

stockers@stockerphotos.com 303-759-4056 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 

Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editors:  Chris Frazier & Lara Hardesty 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 or  303-386-4260 

Webmaster: James Hager 

http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 

TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Competition: Russ Burden 303-791-9997 

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 303-267-3846 

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  

Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 

Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 

Library: Joe & Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 

Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 

June Meeting 

Wednesday, June 8th 

7:00 p.m. –  10:00 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 

Competition:  Wildlife, Scenic, and Open 

May Attendance: Approximately 53 

 

June Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, June 22nd 

7:00 p.m. –  9:15 p.m. 

PLEASE NOTE NEW LOCATION, PAGE 15! 

Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 

July submission deadline is Monday 07/04/11 


