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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

Sheba’s Pack - Part Two 
By Nancy Rynes 

Note: Please revisit the June newsletter for the first 
installment of ‘Sheba’s Pack’. 

The next Spring, I visited Sheba’s pack in their new 
home near Silver Cliff, Colorado. The cooler 
temperatures at 9,000 ft were more comfortable, 
the donated elk and deer more plentiful, and the 
pack was thriving. Their coats were gorgeous and 
those awkward teenagers had become beautiful 
adults. 

All of the wolves had been spayed or neutered to allow 
them to live together more peacefully as they grew – 
and to prevent unwanted litters. Because of this, the 
males were a bit calmer than they would have been in a natural pack. They were also well-fed, thanks to local 
law enforcement – elk and venison were their staples. Annie and her husband had constructed a one-acre 
pen for the pack – a decent size, but it was still a little on the small side for the five wolves. As their finances 
stabilized after the move, they intended to build at least one more acre-sized enclosure. 

I visited Sheba’s pack several times that summer. I took hundreds of photos, sat with them for hours, and 
painted Annie and Pat a portrait of Crow as a thank you gift. Spending time with the pack was magical – a 
painting was a small trade for such a privilege. 

Sadly, later that fall Annie and I lost touch. I moved two hours north to Monument to be closer to my new job 
in Denver. It became more and more difficult to take a weekend away to visit Sheba’s Pack. 

Now it’s the spring of 2009, almost seven years since I had first met the wolves. A lot had happened in my life 
and I started thinking about Annie and Pat, Sheba, and the pack. Before I could locate Annie’s phone 
number, I ran across a website for a wildlife rehabilitation facility to the east of Denver – The Wild Animal 
Sanctuary. 

The Wild Animal Sanctuary (http://wildanimalsanctuary.org) rehabilitates and gives permanent homes to wild 
or exotic animals that had been in the entertainment industry, kept as pets, or in other confined or abusive 
situations. They currently host over 200 animals, including tigers, lions, mountain lions, wolves, foxes, and 
bears. Looking through their website, I was amazed at the good work they have been doing giving dignified 
“retirements” to wild animals we humans no longer wanted or could care for. They are also passionate 
advocates to help cure the captive wild animal crisis in the US. 
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I also found something on their website that 
surprised me – Sheba, Crow, Arapahoe, Shoshone, 
and Dakota were now in their care. In early June of 
2009, I visited The Wild Animal Sanctuary to learn 
for myself what happened, and what their role was in 
rescuing this pack. 

Speaking to one of the managers of the sanctuary 
left me sobered and sad. Annie and Pat had decided 
to divorce – and by all accounts it wasn’t an 
amicable divorce. The husband had fought for and 
won custody of the couple’s wolf pack in an apparent 
attempt to hurt his wife. Once he gained custody, he 
decided to give Sheba and her pack to The Wild 
Animal Sanctuary. Unfortunately, before this 
happened, the husband changed his mind and 
called someone to come out and shoot the wolves. 
Fortunately for the animals, the shooter got wind of 
what was happening and alerted The Wild Animal 
Sanctuary - they immediately came and rescued the 
wolves from certain death. 

For the past several years, these wolves have 
enjoyed safety and easy living at The Wild Animal 
Sanctuary. Sheba and Crow have recently passed 
on, but Dakota, Arapahoe, and Shoshone still howl 
and play together. They have new pack-mates now 
– two more wolf rescues named Cheyenne and 
Hondo. 

A visit to the Sanctuary, located in Keensburg, 
Colorado, is a moving experience. The animals here 
have overcome some of the most inhumane 
treatment imaginable, yet once recovered, most of 
them play and interact with other members of their 
species almost as if nothing had happened. Visitors 
are welcome, and there are many photographic 

opportunities of these captive beauties – perhaps 
some of the best opportunities for photographing 
tigers in a naturalistic setting outside of India. The 
best times for photography are early morning and 
late afternoon and evening. Summer hours are        
9 AM to dusk, seven days a week. 

For more information, please visit: 

http://www.wildanimalsanctuary.org/ 

From the Webmaster 

The club website, www.mhwpc.org, now has the 
list of snack and beverage providers for the 
general meetings. After you login, go to the 
Snacks link under the Members menu. You can 
see who has already volunteered and also 
volunteer yourself. If you have already 
volunteered and can no longer bring the items, 
you can remove yourself from the list. 
  
If you have any questions or suggestions for 
how to improve the website, please contact the 
webmaster (webmaster@mhwpc.org). 

 

Hospitality for the July Meeting 

Rita Summers  cookies/snacks 

Chuck Summers  beverages 
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June Club Competition Results                          Judge: Glenn Randall     

  Club Members:  Wildlife 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

First Place 

Great Egret 
Georgia Hart 

2nd Osprey Tammy Hammond 

3rd White-Fronted      
Bee-Eaters 

Jack Davis 

HM Samburu Lions Steve Goodman 

HM Twins Cathy Sheeter 

  Club Members:  Scenic 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

First Place 

  Club Members:  Open 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

First Place 

Sweet Nector 
Bob Cross 

Half Moon Over Golden Aspens 
Reed Nelson 

  Other Wildlife Winners: 

  Other Scenic Winners: 

2nd Iris Lara Hardesty 

3rd American Basin Chuck Winter 

HM Avalanche Creek Mary Paetow 

HM Eleven Mile Tornado Chris Frazier 

  Other Open Winners: 

2nd Redtail Lindemann 

3rd Baby Moose Reed Nelson 
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June Masters Competition Results                        Judge: Glenn Randall     

  Masters:  Wildlife 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

First Place 

Coastal Brown Bear 
Fi Rust 

2nd Red Fox Kits Fi Rust 

3rd Curious Olive       
Baboon Youngster 

Rita Summers 

  Masters:  Scenic 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

First Place 

  Masters:  Open 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

First Place 

Strutting Peacock Posterized 
Rita Summers 

Snowy Morning at Bryce Canyon 
Jan Forseth 

  Other Wildlife Winners: 

  Other Scenic Winners: 

2nd Dawn on the Canyon Reb Babcock 

3rd Sunrise Chris Loffredo 
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Upcoming Programs 

July 

Photographing Colorado  

Learn how and where to capture images of the 
best Colorado has to offer. Wildflowers, wildlife, 
and fall colors will all be covered in one fast 
moving and action packed presentation featur-
ing images from the MHWPC membership 

August 

The August "program" will be a special guided 
tour of the new Wildlife Experience addition - 
Globology. A member of the staff from The 
Wildlife Experience will be giving us a personal, 
private tour of their new building and its exhib-
its. 

September 

Speaker:  Frank Weston 

Photographing Colorado 

Join Frank Weston for a program developed 
from his new book Photographing Colorado's 
State Parks and Primitive Areas. This book was 
just published and featured in The Denver Post 
on June 14th. Join Frank and discover more of 
the fantastic photographic opportunities       
Colorado has to offer. 

October  

Speaker:  Gordon and Cathy Illg 

How to Photograph Nature 

Presentation on the nuts and bolts of nature 
and wildlife photography 

November 

Speaker and Program TBD 

December  

Speaker and Program TBD 

At the Last Meeting 
Our June meeting featured an outstanding slide 
presentation by Colorado landscape photographer 
Glenn Randall.  Many of the photographs from Glenn’s 
books “Colorado Wild & Beautiful” and “Rocky 
Mountain National Park Impressions” were included in 
the presentation.  Mr. Randall provided a variety of 
background notes about many of his photographs, 
including scouting specific locales, planning for sun 
locations and subjects, the use of gradient filters, 
composition, and personal anecdotes and histories 
behind the final shots.  A question and answer period 
after the presentation allowed those in attendance 
plenty of time to get additional information about 
photographic techniques and locales.   

During the break, Glenn had copies of “Colorado Wild 
& Beautiful” for sale, and signed copies upon request.  
A second treat available during the break was seeing 
the club’s own exhibit - “Things with Wings” - on 
display at The Wildlife Experience. 

After the break, Glenn Randall also judged the monthly 
competition. The competition was a little different this 
month for two reasons.  First, judging from outside the 
club provided a different perspective and some 
tougher scores than we sometimes see.  And 
secondly, this competition was the first using the new 
competition guidelines, with three categories available 
instead of the previous two. 

 

Library News from the Lamb’s  
Don’t forget how to read and 
energize yourself with new 
ideas for photo ops.  Stop by the 
library table and see what we 
have to offer.  I have a DVD set 
on the national parks which 
shows many special places for 
you to visit – in your spare time 
(ha, ha) or at least in your dreams.  Remember, you 
may receive the special prize for the night just for 
checking out an item.   Please remember to return 
your checked out items.  

Joe and Betsy Lamb - Librarians 

Contact info: 303-841-2565 or 
jnblamb@comcast.net. 
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Mile High Travels and Tag Along Trips 

A new, updated format replacing ‘field trips’.  
Invite your fellow club members on your next 
photo excursion!  All you need is to provide 
WHO – WHAT – WHERE – WHEN.  Upcoming 
outings include: 
  
Chuck Winter – Wildflowers – Lake City – July 
10th, 11th, and 12th.  Contact Chuck at 303-972-
2538. 
 
Chuck Winter – Wildflowers – TBD – July 17th, 
18th, and 19th. Contact Chuck at 303- 972-2538 
 

WHO ELSE HAS TRIPS PLANNED – WHERE 
ARE YOU GOING THIS SUMMER!!!! 
Anyone interested in Mile High Travels or Tag-
Along Trips can contact Chuck Winter.(303)972
-2538, cwinter80127@gmail .com, or, 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com.  Future trips can also 
be submitted to the newsletter for inclusion in 
the next edition.  For short-notice trips, consider 
posting a blog on the club website! 
 
SHARE THE FUN—JOIN THE FUN—ENJOY 

THE EXPERIENCE 

Digital Study Meeting 

The June Digital Study Meeting featured a 
presentation by Frank Weston on working with 
blend modes to lighten or darken images.    

Upcoming Digital Study Meeting Topics: 

July 22nd 

Excerpts from the Colin Smith DVD 
Demonstrating what's new in Photoshop CS4.  

Future meeting topics TBD. 

If you have not yet attended the digital group 
meetings you can  hopefully see there’s a lot to 
be learned from your fellow club members! 

All paid members are encouraged to attend the 
digital study meetings. The meetings start at 
7:15 PM on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month. Enter through the main entrance, not 
the doors used for accessing the theater. Bring 
a notebook and writing implement to take your 
notes. Also, feel free to volunteer to do a 
presentation. The more people who 
participate, the better! 

 

 

 

 

 

Bragging Rights 

Russ Burden will have a photo in the summer 
2 0 0 9  i s s u e  o f  N a t u r e ' s  B e s t 
Photography magazine. Look for his photo in 
the Backyards Photo section. Russ received the 
following notification from Nature's Best: 
 
 CONGRATULATIONS! Out of nearly 7,500 
images, you have been selected as a winner in 
the Nature's Best Photography Backyards 
Contest for 2009. All 27 winning images will be 
published in the next issue. 
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Photo Ops of Interest 

Landscape Photography Workshop in  
Rocky Mountain National Park  
August 14 (evening) to August 16, 2009.  
Cost: $200.   
Instructor:  Glenn Randall.   
Sponsored by the Rocky Mountain Nature 
Association. 
Course description: 
The best landscape photographs are both true 
to their subject and yet, somehow, larger than 
their subject in that they capture something 
universal in the particular.  They both portray a 
singular moment in time and create a sense of 
timeless beauty.  This course will help 
beginning and intermediate photographers take 
the next step upward in their artistic 
development through in-depth study of the craft 
and art of landscape photography.  The class 
will enjoy two sunrise shoots at prime locations 
in Rocky Mountain National Park, then work on 
educational, in-the-field “assignments” on 
exposure and composition.  Slide shows by the 
instructor will reveal his favorite Colorado 
landscape-photography locations and explain 
the techniques behind his best images.  Photos 
shot at sunrise each day will be evaluated in 
class that afternoon, giving students immediate 
feedback on their efforts.  New for all 2009 
workshops, the instructor has added a 
discussion of “The Rembrandt Solution:  What 
Painting’s Old Masters Can Teach Today’s 
Digital Photographers.”  Careful use of this 
technique can create the illusion in an image of 
greater dynamic range than actually 
exists.  Participants are encouraged to bring a 
small sampling of their previous work for one-on
-one critique sessions with the instructor.  Film 
and digital photographers are welcome, but film 
shooters should be aware that they cannot get 
slide film processed in Estes Park in time to see 
it during the workshop.  For more information, 
contact Glenn at gprandall@comcast.net or 303 
499-3009 or visit www.rmna.org or 
www.glennrandall.com. 

  

 
 
NWRA Photo Contest 
The National Willdlife Refuge Association 
is hosting their annual photo contest.  The 
deadline for submissions is July 15, 2009.  For 
information go to the Refuge Association 
homepage at http://refugeassociation.org/ or go 
d irectly to the contest  page at                        
http://refugeassociation.orgcontestontestHome.html .  

 
 
 

 

Fee– Free Weekends in your National 
Parks 

Mark your calendars for fee-free weekends this 
summer: 
 

   July 18-19, 2009 
   August 15-16, 2009 
 
And to make the fun even more affordable, 
many national park concessioners are joining 
the National Park Service in welcoming visitors 
on this summer’s fee free weekends with the 
their own special offers. 
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 Member Workshops and Seminars: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops: 

Adventure Photography 303 237-7086 

gordon@advenphoto.com 

www.advenphoto.com 

2009 Schedule: 

• Glacier National Park, July 5-10 

• Polar Bears, October 30-November 5 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club 
members also – $50.00 discount on less than 
5 day tours and $75.00 discount on all other          

domestic tours. 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours: 

Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Con-
tact Russ at 303-791-9997, rbur-
den@ecentral.com 

Destinations include:. 

Sept. 23-Oct. 2, 2009 - Tetons and Yellow-
stone National Parks in Fall - 10 days 

Oct. 20 - 25, 2009 - Hunts Mesa 

Nov. 1 - 7, 2009 - Bryce Canyon and Zion        
National Parks  

Dec. 1 -7, 2009 - Bosque Del Apache &        
White Sands National Monument 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 
President: Matt Schaefer  

mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882 
Vice-President: Sam Fletcher 
shjjf@aol.com 303-688-5107 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 
Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editors:  
Nancy Rynes   Chris Frazier 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 
Webmaster: James Hager 

http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 
 

TEAM LEADERS 
Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 
Membership: Rita Summers 

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 
Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 
Competition: Russ Burden 

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 
Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  

Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 
Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 

Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 
BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 
Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Frank Weston 

 
July Meeting 

Wednesday, July 8th 
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

at 
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 
Competition: Wildlife, Scenic, & Wildlife CC  

June Attendance: Approximately 64 
July Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, July 22nd 
7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

Please send your articles and input to 
newsletter@mhwpc.org. 


