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Upcoming competitions

It's time to get your winning 
images ready for the

TWE Exhibit
and

Nature's Best Photography
Windland Smith Rice Awards 
Camera Club Competition

clUb programs

February
Working with a Photo Lab

March
High Dynamic Range

April
"America's Natural Wonders"

May
"Colorado Wild & Beautiful"

June
Photographing Colorado 

Wildflowers

July
Photographing Colorado

 Fall Colors

What’s New in Photoshop CS4
by Tim Visser

Yes, it is that decision time again, should I upgrade or 
should I wait?  Although I cannot answer that question 

for you I will provide you with an overview of some of the 
enhancements to this latest version of Photoshop.
 

Photoshop CS4 may not have as many cool features 
as CS3 did when it was released, what Photoshop CS4 
does offer, however, is behind-the-scene performance 
enhancements such as the use of your Graphics Processing 
Unit (GPU) to help speed up performance instead of relying 
on your computer memory and hard drive resources. 
The GPU also enables smoother panning and zooming 
capabilities in Photoshop.

 Additionally, Bridge has a noticeably improved interface 
and a more efficient file management system.  Web 
galleries and PDF contact sheets can now be created from 
within Bridge and you can view one picture in full-screen 
by pressing the space bar and then go back to your thumb 
nails by pressing the space bar again.

 Photoshop also has had an interface face lift.  It now 
supports tab interface so you do not have floating windows 
getting in your way and a new adjustment panel simplifies 
work flow. For example, instead of going to the menu system 
and selecting layers, then moving the floating window off of 
your image so you can begin to make your adjustments, you 
can instead select adjustments directly from an adjustment 
panel, allowing all enhancements to be made from the panel 
without covering any part of your document (see Figure 1 
– the second panel down from the top is the Brightness/
Contrast adjustment panel).
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 Another new feature is Content-Aware  
scaling.  This is a great feature when you have 
your object too close to one of the edges and you 
need to create more space.  With Content-Aware 
an image can be resized while still preserving 
the image to create the new composition.  The 
waterfowl in Figure 1 illustrates this on the left 
side, here I used this new feature to increase 
the canvas and was done in 10 seconds. 
Furthermore, if your system supports GPU 
and OpenGL, you will now have the ability for 
smoother zooming.  Instead of being restricted 
to even increments, 25%, 50%, 75% to avoid 
jagged edges with zoom factors like 33.37%, 
CS4 allows you to zoom in at any zoom factor 
and see no jagged edges.

Figure 1

Camera Raw 5, which ships with CS4, now 
has two new “got to have it” features, Graduated 
Filter and Adjustment Brush – one other 
enhancement is the Post Crop Vignetting which 
is a nice enhancement but fails in comparison, 
in my opinion, to both the Graduated Filter and 
Adjustment Brush.  Have you ever taken a photo 
and seen the sky blown out?  Do you wish you 
would have used your Graduated Filter to bring 
out more detail? By using Graduated Filter in 
Camera Raw you are able to make these types 
of adjustments without permanently altering the 
original image.

The new Graduated Filter dialogue box, 
shown in Figure 2, is where you can make these 
adjustments.  As you can see in my example 

the sky has some color but actually does not 
show the amount of color that I remember while 
shooting the image.  In addition, the foreground 
snow is a little dark.  

Figure 2

In Figure 3 the Graduated Filter has been 
used on the sky down to the horizon level where 
the bottom of the mountain meets the lake.  The 
green dot is where I started the filter and the red 
dot is where the filter ends.  The darkest part 
of the filter is by the green dot and it gradually 
gets lighter towards the red dot. I decreased my 
exposure to darken the sky and increased my 
saturation and clarity. 

Figure 3

The above adjustments helped my sky but the 
foreground is too dark.  I can now use another 
graduated filter to increase the brightness of the 
snow as shown in Figure 4.
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Figure 4

This time I increased my exposure by a stop 
and a third and increased my brightness.  If I 
wanted to make additional adjustments to the 
sky filter I would click once on the white dot and 
make the necessary adjustments.

The one area that I would like to brighten is 
the shadow areas around the trees.  I would 
brighten the left side a little to bring out the 
detail of the trees.  On the right side I would 
increase the brightness a little more than on the 
left side.  In previous versions of Camera Raw, 
this was not possible and one would have to 
use Lightroom 2.0 or Photoshop to make these 
adjustments.  With Camera Raw 5, we now 
have this capability by using our Adjustment 
Brush.  This feature alone is enough for some to 
upgrade to Photoshop CS4.  

Figure 5

In Figure 5 the adjustment brush is utilized. I 
used three different adjustment brushes, shown 
by the three pins in figure 5.  Each pin can be 
adjusted independently by exposure, brightness, 
contrast, saturation, clarity and sharpness.  You 
can also adjust the white balance by clicking on 
the color option.  The lower sections of the panel 
are the brush adjustments for size, feather, flow 
and density.  You also have the capability to 
mask your pin area so you do not have spill over 
into other areas that you do not want to adjust.  

As you can see, using the new features in 
Photoshop CS4 will help increase your work 
flow, allowing  you to save time and do more post 
processing in raw than what you could in prior 
versions. The capabilities of the new Graduated 
Filter and Adjustment Brush in Camera Raw 5, 
that I now use as part of my normal workflow, 
have especially made this latest upgrade worth 
my investment.

To learn more about these features and 
others check out the following links on Adobe’s 
website.

System Requirements: 
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop/
photoshop/systemreqs/?promoid=DRHXB

GPU:
http://kb.adobe.com/selfservice/viewContent.
do?externalId=kb404898

How to Optimize Performance:
http://kb.adobe.com/selfservice/viewContent.do
?externalId=kb404440&sliceId=1

Video and Tutorials:
http://www.adobe.com/support/
photoshop/?promoid=DRHXB
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Upcoming Programs

February

Rick Carpenter
Working With Your Photo Lab
Owner of Denver Digital Imaging, Rick Carpenter 
will speak about how to get the best images 
when working with a professional photo lab.

March

Colin McKenna, Bruce Norman and Russ 
Burden, 
High Dynamic Range
Presentation on the options available for handling 
images with a wide range of contrast.

April

Russ Burden
"America's Natural Wonders"
Program will cover wildlife and scenic locations 
that are popular photographer destinations as 
well as shooting fascinating subjects locally.

May
Glenn Randall 
"Colorado Wild & Beautiful"
Program will show images from Randall's two 
books Colorado Wild & Beautiful and Rocky 
Mountain National Park Impressions. He will 
describe techniques used for best-selling 
images, offer tips on scouting great locations, 
and finding beautiful light by understanding 
atmospheric optics and controlling high-
dynamic-range scenes. Glenn Randall has sold 
over 10,000 prints of his landscape images

June
Photographing Colorado Wildflowers
Tips for finding and capturing stunning images 
of Colorado summer wildflowers.

July

Speaker TBA
Photographing Colorado Fall Colors
Techniques and tips for finding and capturing 
great images of Colorado's fall colors.

August

Speaker TBA
Photographing Colorado Wildlife
Best locations for photographing Colorado 
wildlife: deer, elk, foxes, waterfowl, and more.

September

Frank Weston
Photographing Colorado's State Parks and 
Natural Areas
Program will be based on the content of Frank's 
recently published book.

October

Gordon and Cathy Illg
How to Photograph Nature
Presentation on the nuts and bolts of nature and 
wildlife photography

Photo Ops of Interest

If you would like to share Photo Ops with other 
members of the club please send information to 
newsletter@mhwpc.org. 

Snow Goose Festival
Lamar, Colorado
February 20-22
Info: (719) 336-4379
 
Sandhill Crane Festival
Monte Vista, Colorado
March 13-15
Info: www.cranefest.com

Hospitality for February Meeting

Sharon Heidebrecht   cookies/snacks
Merliss Stearns   beverages
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Upcoming Field Trips
More photographic opportunities!
Anyone interested in field trips should contact 
Chuck Winter.(303)972-2538, cwinter80127@
gmail.com, or, cwinter@mii-rmcc.com

Prospect Park - Foxes
February (date TBA, relative to weather)

Guenella Pass - Ptarmigans
March 6th - 7th.

Braggin Rights
NIck Burden has a double page spread in the 
latest issue of Nature's Best Photography for 
Kids. The new name of the on line magazine 
is Nature's Best Photography Students. 
Visit   www.naturesbeststudents.com  and go to 
pages 24 and 25 to see the panoramic picture 
of the East and West Mitten in Monument Valley 
at sunrise. The image was made when I went 
on my dad's tour to Hunt's Mesa with some of 
the other photographers from Mile High.

Russ Shugart had a photo selected as a top 
60 finalist out of nearly 4000 by the editors of 
Outdoor Photography for their "Celebrate the 
Seasons" contest. Finalists  will be announced 
sometime in February. My entry is titled Brisk 
Morning Sunrise. 
ht tp: / /www2.outdoorphotographer.com/
celebrate/finalists_gallery.php?perpage=100

Visit Russ' new website www.alpinegalleria.com

Anne Hughes has an image of a Blue Jay that 
will be published in  the book currently being 
compiled and written by Doug Faulkner, titled 
Birds of Wyoming.

© Anne Hughes

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club      February 2009  Volume. 33, No. 2                  

Library News
from the Lamb’s

Hi Everyone,

We will be out of town 
for the Feb. meeting 
on a warm weather 
(we hope) vacation 
in sunny Southern 
California.  If you would like to open the library 
for the Feb. meeting, please give us a call by 
Feb. 3rd.  Otherwise, if you have something out 
keep it until March or contact Joe and Betsy 
at 303-841-2565.  We hope that you will keep 
reading and learning new photographic skills.  
Let us know if you have ideas for the library.  We 
hope to have a link to what is available by the 
March meeting.  We’ve been a little slow with our 
on line catalogue and apologize for the delays.   
See you at the table in March! Congrats to 
Frank Weston for his spot on the 9-news week-
end show exhibiting his new book!  Look for it in 
your local bookstores!!!!

Joe and Betsy Lamb

Contact Joe and Betsy at 303-841-2565 or 
jnblamb@comcast.net.  

 

dhtmled0:./www.naturesbeststudents.com
http://www2.outdoorphotographer.com/celebrate/finalists_gallery.php?perpage=100
http://www2.outdoorphotographer.com/celebrate/finalists_gallery.php?perpage=100
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Nature's Best Photography Competition

It's that time of the year again for the club 
to prepare an entry for the Nature's Best 
Photography competition in the photography 
club category. When we win, selected images will 
appear in Nature's Best Photography Magazine 
and be displayed in the Smithsonian. It's an 
exciting way for your images to get worldwide 
recognition.

To create our submission of twenty (20) images, 
each club member may submit up to eight (8) 
images to be considered. Each image must fit into 
one of the following categories: Animal Antics, Art 
In Nature, Birds, Creative Digital, Endangered 
Species, Environmental Issues, Indigenous 
Cultures, Landscape, Oceans, People In Nature, 
Plant Life, Small World Spectaculars, Weather, 
Wildlife, Zoos & Aquariums. (More information 
about the categories is available at www.
naturesbestphotography.com/competition_
categories.php.) All photographs must accurately 
reflect the subject matter as it appeared in 
the viewfinder. Nothing should be added to 
an image, and aside from dust spots, nothing 
should be taken away. Normal processing of 
RAW image files and minor adjustments to 
color and contrast are acceptable, as is minimal 
cropping. EXCEPTIONS: Anything goes in the 
Creative Digital category! Stitched panoramas 
may be entered in any category, but they must 
be identified.

Submit your images on CD or DVD at the  
February or March meetings or mail them so 
they arrive on or before March 11, 2009 to

Russ Burden
2323 E. Chesapeake Lane
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

No images will be accepted after March 11, 
2009. Put your first and last name and phone 
number on each CD or DVD (no stick-on labels), 
and make sure that the files are readable before 
you send them.

Create low-resolution (72 ppi) JPEG files with 
each image sized to be 1000 pixels on the longest 
side and in sRGB IEC61966-2.1 color space. 
Name the files with your first and last name, 
image title, and the category like JohnDoe_fox_
wildlife.jpg, and put all of your low-res files in a 
single directory/folder called JPEG.

Create high-resolution (400 ppi) uncompressed 
and unsharpened TIFF files with each image 
sized to be 8000 pixels on the longest side. The 
image may be in any color space. Name the 
file the same as the low-res file (JohnDoe_fox_
wildlife), and place the files on the top level of as 
many CDs or DVDs are required.

If the image was captured digitally in RAW 
format, include the RAW file named the same 
as the low-res file (JohnDoe_fox_wildlife). Place 
all of your RAW files in a single directory/folder 
called RAW.

If the image was captured on film, supply low-
res and high-res digital files as described above. 
If your image is selected to be part of the club's 
submission, you will be notified by the end of 
April and you will be required to provide the 
original transparency (not a dupe) by the end of 
May 2009.

All entries will be scored online by the Masters. 
Then the 50 highest-scoring images, with no 
more than four (4) images per photographer, will 
be presented to a group of six (6) final judges. 
The final judges will first independently score 
the 50 final images, then they will meet face 
to face to create the club's submission of 20 
images with no more than three (3) images per 
photographer.

All CDs and DVDs will be destroyed when they 
are no longer required. Original transparencies 
will be returned when they are no longer 
required.

Contact James Hager at 720-219-4248 or 
james@jameshagerphoto.com with any 
questions.
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From the Webmaster
The club website, www.mhwpc.org, provides a 
wealth of information to help you get the most 
out of your membership. You can find out about 
upcoming meetings and competitions, see the 
winning images for the monthly competitions, 
post items for sale, and learn about shooting 
opportunities.

It's a new year and a good time to make sure 
your website account is set up as you'd like it. 
Login using the link at the extreme upper right 
of all pages, then go to your Manage Account 
page. You can correct your contact information, 
upload a picture of yourself, adjust your 
communication settings, and add a link to your 
photo-related website.

Don't forget about the blog. Every member can 
post items of interest to the club, and there are 
categories for almost every need:

• Wildlife to share information about wildlife 
shooting locations and hot spots.

• Scenic to share information about scenic 
shooting locations and conditions.

• Equipment to share information about camera 
and computer equipment.

• Techniques to share information about 
shooting techniques and processing 
techniques.

• Closures to share information about location 
closures, like road/pass closures

• Events to share information about shooting 
trips and photography workshops/classes.

If you have any questions or suggestions 
for how to improve the website, contact the 
webmaster at (webmaster@mhwpc.org).

Digital Study Meeting
At the January meeting Tim Visser mesmerized 
the entire group with his presentation of what's 
new in CS4. Tim provided a complete overview 
of the the ins and outs of the new Camera RAW 
in addition to highlighting the new features in 
CS4. 

Upcoming Digital Meetings:.

February 25th

Creating an Open category image. Members will 
bring their Before and After images and explain 
the process of how they got from A to B.

Presenters include Bruce Norman, Bob Cross, 
Stephanie Lindemann and Bob Stocker.

March 25th
My Favorite Photoshop Tip - as many members 
as we can fit in will each present their favorite 
one or two Photoshop tips. Presentations 
should be kept to a maximum of 10 minutes to 
give as many members a chance to share. This 
is your forum and it's your chance to share and 
contribute. Please be thinking of a tip you'd like 
to present. 

April 22nd
"The Stocker Show" - Nancy and Bob Stocker 
will each give a presentation. Bob will share his 
expertise using layers and Nancy will share all 
her tips of how to make selections using the 
Quick Mask option.

All paid members are encouraged to attend the 
digital study meetings. The meetings start at 
7:15 PM on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 

Enter through the main entrance, not the doors 
used for accessing the theater. Bring a notebook 
and writing implement to take your notes. Also,
feel free to volunteer to do a presentation. The 
more people who participate, the better!
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January Competition Results
Judge: Craig Lewis

Western Bluebird in Flight
Chuck Summers

Leopard Serigraph
Jan Forseth

2nd Bighorn Sheep Bob Stocker

3rd Mother and Baby Bob Cross

HM Dragon Fly Judy Deist

HM Sandhill Crane Steve Goodman

HM Mountain Goat Nick Burden

2nd Sleepy King Penguins Rita Summers

Masters: Open

1 s t  P L A C E

Club Members: Wildlife

1 s t  P L A C E
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Wandering Bison
Sam Fletcher

2nd Berry-Pickin' Time Jan Forseth

3rd Young Cub Chris Loffredo

HM Gentoo Penguin Porpoising Charlie Summers

HM Great Blue Heron Fishing Reb Babcock

Masters: Wildlife

1 s t  P L A C E

Aspen Trunks
Judy Deist

2nd Iris Dew Doug Landin

3rd SE Owl Moon 7 Poster Edges Nancy Stocker

HM Monarch in Flowers Roger Kinney

1
s

t

P
L
A
C
E

Club Members: Open
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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club

President: Matt Schaefer
mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882

Vice-President: Sam Fletcher
shjjf@aol.com 303-688-5107

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux
patrick.devereaux@cushwake.com 303-683-7011

Newsletter Editor: Tammy Hammond
newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-806-9145

Webmaster: James Hager
http://www.mhwpc.org  webmaster@mhwpc.org

TEAM LEADERS
Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538
Membership: Rita Summers

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355
Special Programs/Field Trips:

Chuck Winter
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538

Competition: Russ Burden
Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:
Fred Stearns 303 400-0385

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056
Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Rita Summers • Russ Burden

Chuck Winter • Fi Rust • Frank Weston

February Meeting
Wednesday, February 11th

7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
at

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE
10035 South Peoria

Competition: Wildlife HoM and Scenic

January Attendance: 68

February 2009 Digital Training Meeting
Wednesday, February 25th

7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Please send your articles and input to 
newsletter@mhwpc.org.

Workshops and Seminars

Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops:
Adventure Photography 303 237-7086
gordon@advenphoto.com
www.advenphoto.com

2009_
Beauty & The Beasts, February 1-6• 
Death Valley, February 8-13• 
Galapagos, April 13-23• 
Southern Arizona, April 26-May 1• 
Oregon Coast/Redwoods, June 3-9• 
Wildlife Babies, June 18-21• 
Glacier National Park, July 5-10• 
Polar Bears, October 30-November 5• 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club 
members also – $50.00 discount on less than 
5 day tours and $75.00 discount on all other 
domestic tours.

PLEASE PAY YOUR ANNUAL DUES 
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Russ Burden’s Photography Tours:
Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Contact 
Russ at 303-791-9997, rburden@ecentral.com

Destinations include:.
Apr 18 - 24, 2009 - Monument Valley / Slot  • 

 Canyons
May 9 - 15, 2009 - Arches + Canyonlands  • 

 National Parks - includes 5 sessions of   
 Photoshop instruction

May 23 - June 1, 2009 - Oregon Coast - 10  • 
 day trip

June 6 - 12, 2009 - Tetons and Yellowstone  • 
 Natl. Parks in Spring

Sept. 23-Oct. 2, 2009 - Tetons and   • 
 Yellowstone Natl. Parks in Fall - 10 days

Oct. 20 - 25, 2009 - Hunts Mesa• 
Nov. 1 - 7, 2009 - Bryce Canyon and Zion  • 

 National Parks
Dec. 1 -7, 2009 - Bosque Del Apache / White  • 

 Sands Natl. Mon.


