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B l u e b i r d  P a r a d i s e : 
South CaStlewood Canyon Road
by Brenda Fletcher

West of Castlewood Canyon State Park, 
along a lightly traveled stretch of South 

Castlewood Canyon 
Road, is a paradise 
for bluebirds, birders, 
AND photographers.  
The State Park itself 
is south of Denver, 
in close proximity to 
Parker, Franktown 
and Castle Rock, off 
of Highway 86. The 
stretch of South 
Castlewood Canyon 
Road to target for 
bluebird photography 
is not actually in 

Castlewood Canyon State Park, but is just west 
of the park, accessed from the north entrance, 
along Cherry Creek. 

To access, take Highway 86 west from 
Franktown for just .25 miles, turn left on 
Castlewood Canyon Road and drive two miles 
to the park entrance, here the road becomes 
South Castlewood Canyon Road. Continue 
through the park (there is no entrance fee if you 
are not going to visit Castlewood Canyon State 
Park) and stay on this road which will also take 
you to Winkler Ranch. There is very little traffic.  
on this portion of the road. South Castlewood 
Canyon Road ends at a T-intersection where 
you can go left or right on South Lake Gulch 
Road – left returns to Highway 83, and right 
leads to Castle Rock. 

The target destination for photographing 
bluebirds is along the approximate five mile 
stretch of dirt road, between South Lake Gulch 
Road and Winkler Ranch. Here you will find 
roughly one-hundred roadside bluebird trail 
houses for nesting Western and Mountain 
Bluebirds, as well as, Violet-green Swallows 
and Tree Swallows. Swallows are fairly even 
competitors with the bluebirds for nest boxes.  
Also, watch for wild turkeys amongst the Gambel 
Oak and pronghorn in the hay fields. 

The fact that bluebirds nest and feed in the 
open make them easy to watch and photograph, 
their tameness and tolerance of humans is 
endearing. The colorful male feeds his mate 

during courtship and incubation, therefore, look 
for bluebirds to arrive at breeding areas starting 
in mid-February at the earliest and into June 
at the latest. The best time of year to catch the 
bluebirds nesting and feeding is April through 
early June. 

To photograph the birds, drive along 
Castlewood Canyon Road, select a birdhouse 
that appears to be active, park your vehicle 
along the road, and start taking pictures. If the 
bird activity appears to slow down, just head 
to a different nesting box. You can easily see 
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several birdhouses within the 
site of any birdhouse. 

The lens that I primarily 
use is a 400mm zoom lens, 
optionally adding a 1.7 tele-
extender for particularly tight 
close-ups, but the extender is 
usually not necessary. As so 
many of the nesting boxes are 
alongside of the road you can 
get quite close to the birds. 

Take advantage of the early morning light and 
bring a beanbag because you will most likely be 
photographing from your vehicle.  However, if 
you would like to use a tripod there is generally 
time to set one up without interrupting the 
bluebird activity. Also, with not a lot of traffic on 
the road you won’t be bothered by too many 
passing cars or dust. Your photo opportunities 
may include birds perched on fences, shrubbery, 
nest boxes, as well as hovering, bringing insects 
to their mate or nestlings, and removing fecal 
sacs. 

Hopefully you will enjoy scouting this area 
and within a short time span you should see 
hundreds of bluebirds and swallows going 
about their daily activities, happily posing for 
a Winning Wildlife Photograph.
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At The Last Meeting…

Chuck Winter organized a unique program, 
“What I got with my Point and Shoot!” Digital 
images were collected from members to show 
what is possible with a simple digital point and 
shoot camera. 

Members approved the purchase of a second 
projector to be used at the digital training 
meetings and round table presentations.

Of Interest...

FRAMED PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED for inside 
office environment. Photographer may post a 
price or leave on loan. No commission involved 
on any sale.
Colorado scenic, nature, & wildlife images.  
Nature and wildlife photographed outside 
of Colorado are eligible providing the same 
species can be found in Colorado and there are 
no identifiable scenic landmarks ."Identifiable" 
includes rivers and/or prominent waterfalls, 
Yellowstone NP, meadows with wildlife, etc. If 
in doubt, leave it out. Space in several offices 
may be available subject to prior acceptances.  
Please call or email before sending or delivering 
any unsolicited framed prints.
 
CONTACT:
Katie Hunsberger
Rocky Vista University
College of Osteopathic Medicine
8401 S. Chambers Road
Parker, CO  80134
Email:  khunsberger@rockyvistauniversity.org

Hospitality for October Meeting

Snacks:  Cathy Sheeter
Drinks:  Charles Boyle

Braggin Rights...
No braggs? The economy really must be bad!
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century. Digital photography is taking on a life 
of it’s own, everywhere we look. For some 
photographers digital just replaced film, but for 
many others it is starting to open a whole new 
world of thought about the final image, and how 
we go about achieving it.
 
This month’s program, Nature Art, offers a 

glimpse into the artistic side of nature, and the 
extension of the photographic workflow from 
image capture to image creation. There will 
be a team of four speakers in this fast moving 
program who will present their interpretations 
of nature, and techniques for creating their final 
images at their computers, after they’ve done 
their outdoor image capture. This is what you 
will see unfold. No one will tell you to stop taking 
the documentaries, but you may gain some 
insight in your own hidden creativity that may 
spark a whole new romance with nature. This is 
a must program to attend even if you have only 
an ounce of creativity in you, it may turn into a 
pound.

– Dick York

Upcoming Programs...

Nature as Art: a look at nature through an 
artistic photographic style

Hosted by Dick York this presentation by four local photo artists 
will show their work and explain in detail their techniques to create 
those images. Their work would be considered more artistically 
creative compared to strictly documentary. By removing the normal 
photographic constraints they create art from traditional nature 
subjects. Techniques vary from in-camera optical and filtration to 
digital painting , composites, and filtration. 

If you matured photographically in the days 
of film you most likely took what film gave you, 
becoming grounded in it’s limitations. You likely 
got pretty good at image capture, which was the 
beginning and the end of your workflow. Perhaps 
you often went great distances to find the perfect 
subjects, incurred great cost, became meticulous 
in your compositions, got up in the middle of the 
night to get that first light, and so much more. As 
one technology is becoming obsolete, another 
is now emerging in the beginning of this new 
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If you are interested in participating or are able 
to lead one of these trips, please contact Chuck 
Winter, (303)972-2538 or (303)226-1895. 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com

Scavenger Hunt at Prospect Park
October 18
contact Roger L. Kinney  RLKin@comcast.net, 
Phone 303-369-6120

9:00 AM: Meet at Prospect Park, east end of main parking 
lot.
This is NOT a competition and everyone can participate.
There will be no time limit on how long you take in getting 
your images that day. Paid members will submit their 
digital images to Roger L. Kinney by October 27, 2008.
 
Each person will be given a list of 10 -15 subjects to 
photograph in the park during the hunt. The subjects will 
vary and allow for creativity, examples of subjects may 
be: a Bird, a Mammal, Something Dead, Something Alive, 
Water, a Red Leaf, Something Showing Hand of Man, etc. 
You will send your selected images to Roger L. Kinney, 
who will put together a presentation of the images that will 
be shown at the December Christmas Party. Again this is 
not a competition - we just want to get more involvement 
from our club members and let you show some of your 
creative side.

Bosque del Apache NWR
November 27-30   

Rocky Mountain National Park
Big Horn Sheep Rut

FIELD TRIPS

Upcoming Programs continued...

November:

Aaron Bible, Director of Gallery Operations 
for John Fielder will present a program on "The 
Business of Photography". Aaron has training 
and experience as a photographer, artist, and 
editor. He is currently teaching photography 
classes at Arapahoe Community College.

December:
Holiday Party

January:
Craig Lewis Lightroom 2.0 presentation

     photo courtesy of Chuck WinterRocky Mountain National Park
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Library News
from the Lamb’s

Hi Everyone,

We have enjoyed 
visiting with many 
of you as you check 
out what the club has 
in the library.  This month I am adding The 
Photographer's Manual - by John Freeman.  It 
is an excellent source to read and look through 
for for ideas to make your pictures the best that 
they can be.  We look forward to seeing you 
check out or check in your items.  See you at 
the next meeting!
  
The Lamb’s
Contact Joe and Betsy at 303-841-2565 or 
jnblamb@comcast.net.  
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DIGITAL TRAINING MEETING

Twenty-five members showed up for the digital 
training meeting, on September 24th, including  
seven first timers. The open discussion part 
of the meeting centered on the subject level 
(beginners vs advanced) of presentations for 
future meetings. While there was no finalization 
made, for the next meeting it was agreed that 
there should be a discussion on the basic 
workflow for working an image in Photoshop. 
Everyone will bring a list of ten items they would 
like to learn in Photoshop.

Also met with enthusiasm, was the idea of 
having club members who enter photos into 
the regular club Open competition present, to 
the attendees at the Digital meeting, how they 
created their images.

The meeting presentations included:

SAM FLETCHER presented how to calibrate a 
monitor so that when the PRINT SIZE command 
is used the actual size of a print is correctly shown 
on the monitor. He also presented the use of the 
PASTE INTO command and how it differs from 
the normal PASTE command.

BOB CROSS gave an informative presentation 
on alternatives to using the DODGE and BURN 
tools to pinpoint adjustments to an image.

NANCY and BOB STOKER gave everyone a 
good starter presentation on the input and use of 
METADATA in managing photos. They stressed 
the importance of KEYWORDS for locating 
photographs.

All paid members are encouraged to attend 
future meetings. Not only to learn new ways 
to improve their picture processing skills but to 
pass on to club members unique skills they use 
in processing pictures. It is encouraged that all 
members volunteer for presentations. Within 
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PHOTOSHOP there are so many ways to 
accomplish the same task that no one individual 
knows them all.
 
The meetings start at 7:15 PM on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month. Due to Thanksgiving, 
the November meeting will be on the 3rd 
Wednesday.

Enter through the main entrance, not the doors 
we're used to for the theater. Bring a notebook 
and writing implement to take your notes.

CuRRent SChedule:

OCTOBER 29th  (4th Wednesday)
Bruce Norman: the ins and outs of the new Nik 
Viveza program.

NOVEMBER 19th, (3rd Wednesday)
Presentation TBD
 

Information provided by Sam Fletcher

Digital Corner: Photoshop Tips

Useful Keyboard Shortcuts
 Ctrl and + [⌘ MAC]  = Zoom in
 Ctrl and - [⌘ MAC]  = Zoom out

Ctrl + C  [⌘ MAC]  = Copy
Ctrl + V  [⌘ MAC]  = Paste

Press  ]  to enlarge brush size
Press  [  to reduce brush size

Ctrl + S [⌘ MAC]  = Save
Ctrl + Shift + S [⌘ MAC]  = Save As
Ctrl + W [⌘ MAC]  = Close image

http://www.fws.gov/rockymountainarsenal
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September Competition Results
Judge: Reb Babcock
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Club Members: Open

1
S

t
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Masters: Open

Bird in Flight
Chuck Summers

Sunflower & Fern
Rick Harner

Bison Sketch
Jan Forseth

Winter Coyote
Jan Forseth

2nd Dragonflies 2b Mating Nancy Stocker

3rd Massasauga Bob Stocker

HM Bee In IrIs Tammy Hammond

HM swIft fox Nancy Stocker

2nd Five Flamingos Rita Summers

2nd Two Common Stilts Rita Summers

3rd Mountain Goats Chris Lofredo

HM Harbor Seals Russ Burden

HM Bateleur Eagle Bruce Norman

2nd Lilac-Breasted Roller Chuck Summers

Club Members: Wildlife 

1 S t  P L A C E
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Masters: Wildlife
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all sitting by a riverbank for lunch. Suddenly 
we spotted a big grizzly who’d come fishing, 
rushing up the river chasing salmon - right at us! 
I had the 80 - 400 zoom on the camera and just 
started snapping. All too soon the bear was too 
close to focus on him. That bear never knew we 
were there.
Sam: On another one of our many Alaska trips 

we were again shooting bears and we’d gotten 
pretty close when one of them took a potty 
break and right there was a family of ermines. 
We got to shoot them for half an hour - hunting, 
going over the logs, playing. It was neat to see. 
You don’t get to see them all that often. Just 
interesting. 

4. How did you create a memorable 
photograph?

Sam: That would be the image I had in the last 
Wildlife Experience Exhibit. We were in Alaska 
shooting eagles when this eagle came in for a 
landing with its wings and tail feathers spread 
and his body just filled the frame. We were ready 
for this one. I’d set up with the wind behind my 
back, so I was just waiting for it to happen and 
it happened!
Brenda: The above bear shots.

5. Sam, what do you think Brenda’s 
strengths as a photographer are? 

You know we are always side by side on our 
shoots, but she can look at something from a 
totally different prospective – totally!  Her shots 
are the more artistic, more personal. In our 
business the personal touch really tells and 
really sells.
Brenda, what do you think Sam’s strength’s as 

a photographer are?  
Ha! Patience with me. And he’s a walking 
manual.

6. What do you do when you’re not behind 
the camera (i.e., occupation or other 
avocations)? 

For our business, Action Pics Photography, 
we take pictures primarily of youth events and 
sports. But when we are shooting wildlife we are 
taking photographs.

Getting to Know You...
Interviews by Alix Gallivan

Sam & Brenda Fletcher

1. What drew you to nature/wildlife 
photography? When? 

Sam: We were involved with photography from 
a non-serious point of view when we lived in 
Europe (Germany, mostly) for five years when 
we were working for the Department of Defense. 
We took a lot of landscapes there, but the kids 
got older and we drifted away from it. We’d 
always been active with the kids outdoors, so 
after retiring we got back to it and started to take 
photography more seriously. Both of us retired 
in 2003.
Brenda: I was always kind of a point and shoot 

kind of gal, because the technology overwhelmed 
me. Then, we retired, and got into youth sports 
photography as a post-retirement career. That 
foots the bill for our nature photography. When 
we finally drifted into more serious photography 
we went all digital. 

2. What piece of camera gear is next on your 
wish list? 

Both of us use Nikon and we’re looking to 
acquire faster lenses, something in the f2 - 2.8 
category.

3. What’s your favorite photo shoot story?

Brenda: We were in Alaska taking pictures 
of brown bears. On one particular day it just 
happened to be Sam, the guide, and me, 
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Ed Spence

1. What drew you to nature/wildlife 
photography? When?

As a kid growing up in San Diego County I 
was always out wandering around (trespassing 
actually) on a neighbor’s 1200 acre ranch and 
developed an appreciation for natural resources. 
Got my first 35mm in high school and started 
learning the fundamentals. In college at New 
Mexico State in the late 70s I majored in wildlife 
management and took some more photography 
courses, so it was a natural fit.

2. What piece of camera gear is next on your 
wish list?

I actually haven’t exactly made the switch to 
digital. I have a couple of the Nikon advance 
compacts, though. I keep hoping I’ll make the 
jump soon, meanwhile I’m looking at the 40D or 
D300.

3. What’s your favorite photo shoot story?

Last fall I was on the Dallas Divide, waiting 
for sunrise, with about two dozen other people 
of equally questionable intelligence. I had on 
gloves and was having a hard time focusing the 
wide angle zoom and then I heard something 
snap - in the lens. I was just about ready to pop 
the lens off the camera and see how far I could 
sail that puppy out, when I noticed John Fielder 
standing 20 feet away with his class. I figured 

he’d probably set me up as example of what not 
to do. So… I settled for changing out cameras 
and lenses instead.

4. How did you create a memorable 
photograph?

Pure serendipity on this one. I was out one 
evening, in Prospect Park, and I happened to 
look up the tree next to the trail and there was 
a baby raccoon sticking its head out of a heart 
shaped hole. I was carrying my Nikon Advance 
Compact Digital 5700 and got the shot. Still my 
favorite.

5. Whose photography has influenced you 
the most?

The first series of books I read on photography 
were by John Shaw, so he’s been an influence as 
well as Galen Rowell whose studio in Berkeley  I 
visited on my way to wine country.

6. What do you do when you’re not behind 
the camera (i.e., occupation or other 
avocations)?  

I’m a natural resource management specialist 
for the USDA. I also manage the local field 
office for several counties, so I spend too much 
time chained to a desk doing farm and ranch 
management, and restoration plans for non-
governmental properties. Wine tasting is an 
avocation.

From the Webmaster

The MHWPC Website: www.mhwpc.org now 
includes information about the Digital Training 
Meetings.  You may read about the next meeting 
on the home page, and about all upcoming 
meetings on the Info/Upcoming Meetings page. 
Thanks go to Sam Fletcher and Fred Stearns 
who will be keeping this information up to date.
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Thanks also go to Chuck Winter for keeping 
the information about the General Meetings up 
to date, and to Chuck Summers for uploading 
the monthly competition winning images.

If you have any questions, or suggestions 
for how to improve the website, contact the 
webmaster (webmaster@mhwpc.org).

Would you like to receive email notices 
when competition image submission windows 
open? Would you like to receive email notices 
about upcoming meetings? Do you have a 
photography-related website and want a link to 
it in order to drive traffic to it? Have you moved 
or changed email accounts lately? Would you 
like to post a picture of yourself to be included in 
the online Membership Directory?

If you answered yes to any of the above, login 
to your MHWPC website account and go to your 
Manage Account page. The “Login” button is 
tucked away in the extreme upper right corner 
of each page, and after you login, a “Manage 
Account” link will appear at the very top of the 
page.

On the Manage Account page, you can update 
your contact information, control the amount of 
contact information that is shown to other club 
members, add a picture of yourself, edit your 
email preferences (to receive notices or not), 
and add a link to your photo-related website.

If you and your family member(s) have different 
contact information, like individual phone 
numbers or email addresses, you can add 
this information by adding an additional family 
member in the “Other Family Members” section 
of your Manage Account page. All members of 
the family share the same account (membership 
status) and physical address, and each member 
can have his or her own name, phone number, 

and email address.

In order to prevent spam filters from intercepting 
emails from the system, add “system@mhwpc.
org” to your list of approved email addresses. 
Emails that are sent through email lists retain the 
“from” and “reply-to” information of the original 
sender.

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club      October 2008  Volume. 32, No. 10                  

Workshops and Seminars

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours:
Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Contact 
Russ at 303-791-9997, rburden@ecentral.com

Destinations include:
Sept. 24-Oct. 3, 2008 - Tetons and   • 

 Yellowstone Natl. Parks in Fall - 10 days
Oct. 21 - 26, 2008 - Hunts Mesa - Aerial  • 

 perspective of Monument Valley and Capital  
 Reef NP for red rocks and fall color.

Nov. 2 - 8, 2008 - Bryce Canyon and Zion  • 
 National Parks

Dec. 10 - 16, 2008 - Bosque Del Apache / • 
 White Sands Natl. Mon.

Apr 18 - 24, 2009 - Monument Valley / Slot  • 
 Canyons

May 9 - 15, 2009 - Arches + Canyonlands  • 
 National Parks - includes 5 sessions of   
 Photoshop instruction

May 23 - June 1, 2009 - Oregon Coast - 10  • 
 day trip

June 6 - 12, 2009 - Tetons and Yellowstone  • 
 Natl. Parks in Spring

Sept. 23-Oct. 2, 2009 - Tetons and   • 
 Yellowstone Natl. Parks in Fall - 10 days

Oct. 20 - 25, 2009 - Hunts Mesa• 
Nov. 1 - 7, 2009 - Bryce Canyon and Zion  • 

 National Parks
Dec. 1 -7, 2009 - Bosque Del Apache / White  • 

 Sands Natl. Mon.
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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club

President: Chris Loffredo
ChrisLoff@comcast.net 303-267-3846

Vice-President: Matt Schaefer
mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux
patrick.devereaux@cushwake.com 303-683-7011

Newsletter Editor: Tammy Hammond
newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-806-9145

Webmaster: James Hager
http://www.mhwpc.org  webmaster@mhwpc.org

TEAM LEADERS
Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538
Membership: Rita Summers

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355
Special Programs/Field Trips:

Chuck Winter
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538

Competition: Russ Burden
Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:
Fred Stearns 303 400-0385

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056
Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Rita Summers • Russ Burden

Chuck Winter • Fi Rust • Frank Weston

October Meeting
Wednesday, October 8th

7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
at

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE
10035 South Peoria

Competition: Scenic and Wildlife HoM

September Attendance: 52

October Digital Training Meeting
Wednesday, October 22nd

7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Please send your articles and input to 
newsletter@mhwpc.org.

more workshops and seminars...

Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops:
Adventure Photography 303 237-7086
gordon@advenphoto.com
www.advenphoto.com

2008
South Dakota Badlands, September 14-19• 
Colorado Color, September 22-27• 
Fall Captives, October 6-9• 
Bryce/Zion, November 1-6• 
Costa Rica, November 10-19• 
Arches/Canyonlands, December 8-13• 

2009_
Beauty & The Beasts, February 1-6• 
Death Valley, February 8-13• 
Galapagos, April 13-23• 
Southern Arizona, April 26-May 1• 
Oregon Coast/Redwoods, June 3-9• 
Wildlife Babies, June 18-21• 
Glacier National Park, July 5-10• 
Polar Bears, October 30-November 5• 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club 
members also – $50.00 discount on less than 
5 day tours and $75.00 discount on all other 
domestic tours.

James Hager Photography - Small Group 
Photo Safaris
www.JamesHagerPhoto.com
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com

Bats in Aug 2008: shoot bats in flight in a  • 
 controlled setting, Arizona, Aug 30- Sept 3

Kenya in Oct 2008: Classic safari to Samburu   • 
 and Masai Mara National Reserves, 16 days,  
 Oct 16-31

Winter Wildlife in Jan 2009: wildlife models in  • 
 winter (wolf, Siberian tiger, snow leopard,   
 mountain lion, lynx …), Montana, Jan 25-29
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