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After seven years of being close-but-not
quite, MHWPC is not only a finalist in THE
NATURE'S BEST PHOTOGRAPHY
WINDLAND SMITH RICE
INTERNATIONAL AWARDS, but has won
first place in the Camera Club category!

Natures’ Best Photography magazine is
one of the most widely respected and
visually compelling nature photography
competitions in the world, honoring and
fostering the extraordinary efforts of
professional, amateur, and student
photographers. Winning photographs are
featured in a special Collector’'s Edition of
NATURE’'S BEST PHOTOGRAPHY
magazine. In  conjunction with the
prestigious Smithsonian National Museum
of Natural History, award-winning images
are also displayed in annual photography
exhibits.

A hearty congratulations to MHWPC!

Entering the US with your camera

gear

by Chris Loffredo
(9/13/07 MHWPC blog entry)

As | mentioned at the September club
meeting, | have recently heard stories of
photographers returning home to the US
having trouble getting their gear through US
Customs.

Photographers typically travel with a lot of
expensive camera and computer
equipment. When returning to the United
States, if the customs agent believes that
you bought the equipment while out of the
country, you will have to pay customs
duties on those items. The trick is to
document your equipment before you leave
and have that with you upon arrival.

Prior to your departure, prepare a
"Certificate of Registration" form (CBP Form
4457) for your items including cameras and
laptops. The certificate is your proof of
ownership and will exempt your property
from customs duties and get you on your
way home faster. The form is available at
www.cbp.gov/linkhandler/cgov/toolbox/form
S/4457 .ctt/cbp 4457.pdf (cut and paste this
into your browser):

Take your equipment and the completed
form to the local U.S. Customs and Border
Protection ("CBP") office. You may locate
an office at:

www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/toolbox/contacts/ports/
There is one near DIA that | have visited. A
CBP officer will compare your items with
those listed on the form, will sign/stamp the
form, and will return it to you. This took me
all of 5 minutes. Keep it with you when
entering the United States to avoid delays
and duties.

At The Last Meeting ...

In addition to celebrating the club and
individual wins in the Nature’s Best
competition, the members were treated to
an early frost: that is, six members
contributed their favorite images to a photo
tour of Alaska. Robin Wilson, Gary
Lawrence, Judy Deist, James Hager, Jan
(France) Forseth, and Chuck Winters
shared images, memories, and stories of
their individual forays into the frozen north.



September Competition Results

Judge: Russ Burden

Scenic

11 Entries

1% Place
Totum Sunrise
Patrick Devereaux

Wildlife HoM

8 Entries
1% Place
Pallid Bat
James Hager
2nd
3rd

Open

6 Entries

1% Place
Dew Drops
Frank Weston



Wildlife

18 Entries
1% Place
Male Western Bluebird with Caterpillars
Fi Rust
2nd
3rd
HM
HM

Super Braggin’ Rights

MHWPC won the club competition in the
2007 Nature’s Best photography contest

In addition, the following photographers and
their images were selected to be displayed
at The Smithsonian: Russ Burden
(American Avocet), Jan (France) Forseth
(Snow Geese), James Hager (Red-billed
Oxpecker & Cape Buffalo and Crowned
Plovers), Cathy lllg (Claret Cup), Gary
Lawrence (Red Fox), Chris Loffredo (White-
tailed Ptarmigan), and Charlie Summers
(Burchell's Zebras).

Braggin’ Rights

Cathy Illg had a Highly Commended image
in the Shell Wildlife Photographer of the
Year Competition. The category was
Behavior-Mammals, and it was a photo of a
coyote family howling together at Death
Valley. They'll be showing the shot during
their next presentation.

Nick Burden won a Highly Commended in
the Youth Division of Nature's Best with a
shot taken along the Oregon Coast at
Bandon Beach at twilight.

Russ Burden won the Art In Nature
category of Nature's Best with a shot of a
mandarin duck taken in Littleton.

Rita Summers won the Endangered
Species category of Nature's Best with a
shot with a gorilla baby.

Donna Carr also received an Honorable
Mention in the Nature’'s Best's individual
competition for her Black Bear Cub.

Matt Schaefer has just completed a
showing of eight of his images on his
company's Employee Art Wall for the past
two months consisting of close-ups of
Colorado wildflowers taken throughout the
state. This is the second time within the
past year Matt's work has been selected for
this opportunity. The exhibit covers one of
the hallway walls in the building and
provides a way for employees to share
various forms of art (and, coincidently,
cover a bare wall!).

Upcoming Programs

October- Gordon and Cathy llig will be doing
their popular presentation of their adventures
over the past year.



Hospitality for October Meeting

Snacks : Betsy Lamb
Drinks : Tammy Hammond

Getting to Know You...

Matt Schaefer

1. What drew you
to nature/wildlife
photography?
When?
That was probably
in high school... ah,
a couple decades
ago. | was into
photography then anyway -- on the school
newspaper and yearbook staff and all that kind
of stuff. Then | got involved with a youth camp.
The assistant director there was a photography
teacher and used photography as one of the
skills taught at the camp. | learned from him
and now teach there myself. I'm a “near native”,
and enjoy being outside, so doing nature
photography is a natural.

2. What format/equipment do you use?
Why?

| use almost exclusively digital — a Canon 20D. |
had a Canon F1- Elan 7E for 35mm, so | had all
the lenses. | like the 20D really well. | still do
occasionally a little bit of 35mm. But to me the
immediacy of digital, seeing what you've got,
re-shooting if you miss what you wanted are
really important. The other thing is | get to
exercise my own controls in the process.
Processing 35mm in the color darkroom is too
hard and too expensive on an amateur basis.
With digital | can correct my own mistakes. The
quality of digital has gotten so much better; it's
beyond rivaling 35, even. A disadvantage of
digital? Well, from a structural sense, you no
longer have a negative, that permanent record.
Now the original image can be manipulated, the

digital file can be manipulated and you've lost
true proof or your original intent.

3. Where’s your favorite fall shot spot(s)?
Steamboat Lake State Park and the San Juan
Mountains. Anyplace the aspen are out is great
with me. Generally | go out and “Oh! There’s a
forest road. Let's see where that goes.” Overall,
any time of the year | enjoy the Pagosa Springs
area.

4. Other than your camera, what piece of
equipment would you return home to get if
you'd forgotten it? (i.e., your most important
piece of field equipment).

It'd probably be the tripod. | haven't accidentally
left it behind, but | have purposely leftit ... and
regretted it.

5. What do you think is in the future for
Camera Club?

| think we’re going digital. It is going to become
more and more prevalent, probably in 2-3 years
we’'ll have very little in the way of slides, and
maybe print competitions two or three times a
year. The equipment for film formats will get
harder and harder to find. If you want a slide
projector you have to look at used stuff. You
have to look REALLY hard to try to find bulbs
for those projectors. The infra-structure
supporting film format is going to become
weaker and weaker, while the products for
digital projection are going to get better: either
the price will go down for same quality of
product, or we'll be getting more quality for a
higher price. | think as a club we’ve made a lot
of progress in the technological area, although |
don’'t want to leave the expertise of film folks
behind.

6. What do you do when you're not behind
the camera? (i.e., occupation or other
avocations).

I work in the information systems arena for
Lockheed-Martin so | spend a lot of time on the
computer besides doing my photography stuff.
Our kids are mostly out of the house, so my
wife and | can go and do things we're interested
in. For a complete change of pace | do some
woodworking.



Patrick Devereaux

1. What drew you to

nature/wildlife
photography? When?
Guess the big picture is
that I took a
photography class in
high school and enjoyed
it. | got my first SLR at
that time, and had it for
many years. About 1994
| took a trip to just see
Yellowstone and ended up taking pictures of elk
and all the other wildlife. Hooked.

2. What format/equipment do you use?
Why?

All Canon digital. | made the change from film
to digital when the Canon 10D came out.
Before that | was shooting with Nikon, but when
| decided to change at that time Canon’s
technology seemed better than Nikon, and |
didn't have that many lenses, so the change
was easier. | think digital is far superior to film,
but | have to admit the processing side of digital
is more time consuming, so | do miss the
simpler process of getting prints done from
slides, but ... I will never go back. | work hard at
my commission-based job so | don’t have time
to learn Photoshop so | have to have other
people do the “tweaking” for me.

3. Where’s your favorite shot spot(s)?
Everglades National Park. It's great for bird
photography, has great opportunities for variety
and action. | love the Tetons and Yellowstone in
the fall, too. This is the first fall in four years that
I haven’t gone to Wyoming.

4. Other than your camera, what piece of
equipment would you return home to get if
you'd forgotten it? (i.e., your most important
piece of field equipment).

My tripod is my most important piece of field
equipment. It helps provide stability and
sharpness, helps in framing images, and allows
for longer exposures.

5. What do you think is in the future for
Camera Club?

Oh, it will continue to grow for sure. Digital has
made photography more accessible and

appealing to people than film ever did, plus it's
easier and cheaper.

6. What do you do when you're not behind
the camera? (i.e., occupation or other
avocations).

I’'m a commercial real estate investment broker,
i.e., | sell office buildings and shopping centers.
I've been with Cushman & Wakefield for 13
years. Outside of work and photography | like
road and mountain biking, and hiking with my
St. Bernard, Raichle (named after a brand of
hiking boot!). | also like winter telemark skiing,
and hut trips. | guess you could say
photography is my slow down stress relief.

Fred Sterns

1. What drew you
to  nature/wildlife
photography?
When?
I've always liked the
outdoors and wild
animals. When | got
a camera in my
hands? Good grief, |
don’'t’ know when. |
remember when |
was in 6" grade on
a trip to Washington DC shooting at lot of
pictures around the Endless Caverns in
Virginia.

2. What format/equipment do you use?
Why?

I'm using digital almost exclusively now. This is
my second foray into digital. In 1999 | got a
point-and-shoot, but it didn’t do all that | wanted
it to do. So | seriously got back into film, then |
purchased a Canon 5D two years ago and
haven't looked back. | can do so much more
with digital, make those images just pop better,
so | don't miss 35mm enough to go back.

3. Where’s your favorite shot spot(s)?

| go back and back to Mt. Evans and Rocky
Mountain National Park. | go to Mt. Evans for
the goats and bighorns, and to Rocky for the
elk, bighorns, marmots, picas and, of course,
the scenery.



4. Other than your camera, what piece of
equipment would you return home to get if
you'd forgotten it? (i.e., your most important
piece of field equipment).

Il go back for tripod if I've forgotten it, but
mostly I'd go back for the proper clothing for the
altitude I'm shooting in. It may be 50 degrees
up high, but those 50 mph winds command
respect.

5. What do you think is in the future for
Camera Club?

| think the future is a shift to almost 100%
digital. Anybody shooting film is going to have
to scan those images for digital display. What |
would like to see is more members volunteering
to lead other members to their favorite hotspots.

6. What do you do when you're not behind
the camera? (i.e., occupation or other
avocations).

I'm a control systems engineer — | design
systems to control power plants. I'm at the
computer a lot but it is a completely different
kind of computer work than working with my
photos. It's enough of a break so the photo stuff
is actually relaxing. | really enjoy being out in
the wilderness. And | like to travel, of course.

From the Webmaster

The MHWPC website (www.mhwpc.org)
now includes two new features:

A blog for current events like fall foliage
and spring wildflower reports where all
visitors can view the entries, but only
members can post.

An ads board where members can list
items for sale or want ads, and any
visitor to the site will be able to view the
ads.

If you have any suggestions for how to
improve the website, contact the
webmaster (webmaster@mhwpc.org).

Library News from the Lamb’s

i
i

Stop by the library
table at the next
meeting and look at
all of the goodies
we have for you to
check out. If you
have items checked
out PLEASE see
me at the meeting
or call 303-841-
2565. We have lots of neat materials to check
out to you. REMEMBER —if you check an item
out you are in the drawing for a little treat that
night. Stop by the table for a chocolate chip
cookie this month — my treat to all who like
books, videos, or DVD'’s.

The pick of the month is a donated book of
Wildflowers of Colorado donated by the author
and our speaker a few months ago, Don
Mammoser and Stan Tekiela. It is a beautifully
illustrated and written book about the beautiful
flowers you will see after the winter snows melt
and the temperatures warm up. It is a great
book to learn from by a warm fire this winter!!

Another highlighted book this month is The
Digital Photographer's A-Z by Peter Cope and
Thames and Hudson. Most of your questions
will be addressed in this concise little guide.
Stop by and take a look at it.

See you at the table.

Joe and Betsy Lamb.
inblamb@comcast.net or 303-841-2565

Workshops and Seminars

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours
Visit  russburdenphotography.com. Contact
Russ at 303 791-9997, rburden@ecentral.com

Destinations include:

- Oct. 20 - 25, 2007 - Hunts Mesa in
Monument Valley and Capital Reef NP.
Nov. 3 - 9, 2007 - Bryce Canyon and Zion
National Park



Dec. 1-7,2007 - Bosque Del Apache and
White Sands Natl. Mon.

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club

President : Chris Loffredo
ChrisLoff@comcast.net 303-267-3846
Vice-President : Matt Schaefer
mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882
Secretary/Treasurer : Patrick Devereaux
patrick.devereaux@cushwake.com 303-683-7011
Newsletter Editor : Frank Weston
frank@frankweston.com 303-829-7494

TEAM LEADERS
Monthly Programs : Chuck Winter
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538
Membership : Rita Summers
ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355
Special Programs/Field Trips
Chuck Winter
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538
Competition : Russ Burden
Competition Scoring : Chris Loffredo
Competition Entries :

Judging Coordinator : Fred Stearns 303 400-0385
Snacks/Greeters : Roger Kinney 303-369-6120
Publicity : Buzz Soard 303-779-9933
Library : Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565
Webmaster : James Hager
http://www.mhwpc.org johager@earthlink.net

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Rita Summers * Russ Burden
Chuck Winter * Fi Rust * Frank Weston

October Meeting

Wednesday October 10
7:00 pm — 10:00 pm
at
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE
10035 South Peoria

Competition: Digital

September Attendance: 60




