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We Don’t Need No Stinking Tripods
Text and photos by Cathy and Gordon llig

For as long as | can remember,
photography instructors, including
ourselves, have been stressing the
importance of using a good tripod to
improve your photos. And while there will
always be times when a tripod is beneficial,
we are discovering many instances in which
not only is a tripod not necessary, it is a
hindrance that makes it more difficult to
obtain extraordinary images. This was
most recently brought to our attention while
we were photographing active animals at
close range.

There are several reasons, all of
them technological, that tripods are now
gathering dust when they would have been
enduring the elements in days past. The
first breakthrough was the invention of
image  stabilization/vibration  reduction,
which made it possible to hand-hold lenses
at slower shutter speeds and still come
home with sharp images. The perfection of
digital capture though, with no hesitation
between button and shutter and the 5-fps-
plus capability, is what truly freed many of
us from shooting attached to a 3-legged
anchor.

In most situations, a person shooting
with a tripod will not miss many photos that
a person shooting without one gets. And
shooting with a tripod will probably help with
composition. However, add an animal or
two or three to the mix, preferably a species
that feels a need to play or quickly explore
a large chunk of territory stretching from the
ground at your feet to the tops of the trees,
and the person able to shoot without a
tripod has a huge advantage.

Based solely on the quality of the images
we came home with, our recent Wildlife
Babies Instructional Photo Tour is the best
we’'ve ever led. And it's not because we
had better opportunities this year. It's
because we were shooting with digital
SLRs. Why should this make such a huge
difference? The magnification factor (1.3
and 1.6 with the camera bodies we use)
allowed us to use relatively short, light-
weight zoom lenses (75-300mm and 100-
400mm, both image stabilized). Being able
to raise the ISO to 400 or even higher and
get quality results made it possible for us to
not only shoot tripodless, even on overcast
days, it allowed us to do so with a small
enough aperture to get a reasonable depth
of field.
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Many of the situations we were
photographing--wolf pups trying to beg food
from their parents as the parents roamed at
will;

bear cubs running from tree to tree,
climbing, jumping and attacking each other;
coyote pups running back and forth around
a hill, sometimes appearing at one end and
sometimes the other; and a bobcat chasing
a lure through the flowers--were difficult
enough even with total freedom. Tracking
moving subjects with a lens on a tripod
means walking around the tripod legs as
you follow the subject, making a difficult job
even harder. When you have to pick up the
tripod to follow the subject, often finding you
need to shoot from lower or higher to get
the best perspective, you find yourself
messing with the tripod when you should be
shooting.

Don’t get me wrong. In spite of the
title, we still use tripods for most photos.
We still find that long lenses are too heavy,
and shutter speeds are too slow with the
extremely small apertures and low light
conditions common in scenic photography.
However, in the right situation, shooting
without a tripod can make the difference
between capturing the action and coming
home with nothing.
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At The Last Meeting...

Mile High Wildlife Photo Club’s own Russ
Burden and Tammy Hammond gave
members a highlights tour of Photoshop.
Included were insights to basic cloning and
stamping techniques as well as info on
converting RAW files and adjusting hue and
saturation.

The Wildlife Experience Exhibit

DATES TO REMEMBER
(THERE CAN BE NO EXCEPTIONS TO
THESE DEADLINES!)

July5  6:00 PM emailed entries. NOTE
this is Thursday after July 4!

July5 6:00 PM slides to Charlie
Summers for scanning

July 11 Competition at the regular
meeting.

July 20 Written description of winning
images to Kathy Lingo

Septl  Exhibit opens

FAQ'’s

The Wildlife Experience has invited our club
to exhibit our work from September 1
through November 11 in the Community
Gallery. The theme will be Wildlife Babies.
At the July 11 meeting, club members will
choose 22 images to be included in the
show. All club members may enter a
maximum of three images into the
competition. No member will have more
than one image selected for the exhibit.
Only club members that have paid their
club dues may participate.

1. How do I enter? Before 6:00 pm
Thursday July 5, email your entries to
Milehighphotoclub@gmail.com. Please
title you email with “TWE”. Give your
images a short recognizable name, like
"Bobcat in Snow" so competition
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organizers can tell which image is
which.  You must also include your
name in the image title too.  You will have
a chance to give your image a more artistic
title later if you get into the show.
Competition entries should follow standard
club competition JPG format of 72 dpi and
1024x768ppi if it is a horizontal shot, or 768
on the vertical if it is a vertical shot. Files
should be 350Kb or less for emailing. If you
want to enter any images from an original
slide (not digital), you must submit a digital
scan for the competition. Local photo
shops like Wolf, Mike’s Camera, Denver
Digital can scan slides for a few dollars or
Charlie Summers before has offered to
scan slides for you. Please refer to the
Digital Image Submission Guidelines
published on the club website
www.MHWPC.org_or in the newsletter for
more details on image requirements.

2. How are images selected to the
show? The club members in attendance on
July 11 will vote to select 22 images for the
show, including two "Best of Show" images
that are prominently featured and displayed
at larger size in the show. Initially, the
single best image from each member will
be selected. Then the top 22 exhibit
images will be selected and lastly 2 of these
images will be selected as Best of Show. It
may help your voting to have a piece of
paper and a pen to take some notes on
your favorite images as they are shown.

3. Who pays for the prints and frames?
The Wildlife Experience pays for printing,
matting, and framing. Denver Digital
(formerly, The Slideprinter) makes the
prints for the show. They donate much of
the cost, so stop in and say thanks. And if
your image is in the show, you will get to
keep the print (without matte) after the
show is over!

4. If | enter digital images, what else
should | bring July 11 ? If you are entering
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digital files, bring a CD with high-resolution
TIFF files to the July 11 competition. 20 of
the images will be printed on 16x24 inch
paper. The two best of show images will be
printed on 20x30 inch paper. The files
should be at least 300ppi and 24 inches on
the long side. Even though you already
emailed low-resolution files, we will need a
high-resolution file for printing from all the
winners. It is okay to put all three of your
digital high resolution images on one CD.

5. If I want to enter slides, what else
should | bring July 11?  Bring the original
slide with you, even though it has already
been scanned at low resolution for the
competition. If your image is selected, we'll
need the slide from you, the night of the
competition, to get a high-resolution scan
made. If you already have a high-
resolution scan of your slide, please bring
that instead.

6. Can | enter a mix of digital and
slides? Absolutely. Just bring the original
slides and high-resolution files of the digital
captures to the competition.

7. If my image is selected to the show,
what happens next? The night of the
competition, we will need your CD or
original slide to get the print made. You'll
get the CD or slide back at the August
meeting. Also the night of the competition,
the winning photographers need to sign a
permission form to get the prints made. By
Friday July 20, you will need to email or
snail-mail a 50-word maximum written
description of your selected image to Kathy
Lingo. This will be displayed alongside the
image SO museum visitors can learn
something about it - what kind of animal it
is, where did you take the picture, were
there any interesting things going on, etc.
Ask Kathy for suggestions if you want help
with this.
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8. What if | want to enter the
competition, but can't come to the July
11 meeting ? You might win! So you need
to send the applicable items listed in items
4, 5, 6, and 7 above to the meeting with
someone else: the high-resolution files on
CD; and/or original slides; and written,
signed permission for Denver Digital to
make one print for the exhibition.

9. Are captive subjects allowed?  Yes, at
the April club meeting it was voted that
images of captive or animals in controlled
conditions are allowed. So entries that
would fit the regular club category Wildlife —
Hand of Man are allowed. After that, it's up
to the judges.

Braggin’ Rights

Cathy and Gordon Illg  have two photos in
the June issue of Backpacker. There is a half
page shot of a beach on Mona Island (an
undeveloped island in the Caribbean), and
spot usage of a flock of bats flying over
Texas.

Nick and Russ Burden are featured in an 8
page article in the spring issue of Nature's
Best. The article is called Nurturing Nature.
The focus of the article is about families that
photograph together and spread the love of
nature to the younger generation through
photography. The lead image is a double
page spread taken by Nick in Yellowstone

Upcoming Programs
June— Member’s Triple Play

Member photos are showcased with three
different presentations at the June meeting.
First will be a look at the selections made to
represent the club in the annual Nature’s Best
photography contest. Next, Chuck Winters
has gathered a group of members who are
contributing their favorite Alaska shots. And,
finally, Charlie Summers has organized a
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collection of images from the recent club field
trip to view the wild horses in South Dakota.

Speaking of Wild Horses

The Wild Horse Field Trip scheduled for
September 22, 2007 still has a few openings.
To cement a place, please mail payment of
$73.00 to:

Charlie Summers
6746 North Yucca Trail
Parker, CO 80138

It is very hard to hold a spot for those that
don't get a payment to me. Some folks say
they are going and to please hold a place,
then | never hear from them.

Also, | need to know if you need a motel room
and if so, when. Motel 8 has upgraded their
Continental Breakfast and will work with us
again. There will also be another Chuck
Wagon brunch on the day of the tour. Please
indicate whether you will be attending that
function. Payment will be due at the brunch
and is not included in the tour cost above.

September is a great time in Wind Cave
National Park and Custer State Park. The
antelope rut will be in full swing as well as
deer, bighorn sheep, coyotes, prairie dogs
and other critters.

We hope to see you there!

Charlie Summers
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Hardy and hearty souls on the MHWPC field trip to South Dakota in April to trail the wild
horses included: (back row, | to r) Ron Chapman, Randy Copsey, (front row, | to r) Shannon
Holmes, Donna Carr, Robin Wilson, Jim Rhodes, Hanna Rhodes, Gary Lawrence, Rita
Summers, and Pat Hayes. Not pictured here(out taking pictures instead!) : Reb and Romain
Babcock, John and Mrs. Chapter, Diane Craft, Carolyn Derrington-Tate, Ron Eberhart, Nancy
Ellis, Sam and Brenda Fletcher, Steve and Kay Goodman, , Kip and Kay Henderson, , Roger
Kinney, @ Marcia Lawrence, Chris Loffredo, Bruce Norman, Fi Rust, Robert and Nancy
Stocker, Charlie and Chuck Summers, Gary Thompson, Sherry and Steve Timm.

photo courtesy of Robin Wilson

Club Field Trips Hospitality for June Meeting

Listed below are tentative dates for club field Snacks : Bob Stocker &

trips. Irma Backelant
Drinks: Georgia Hart

Mt. Evans—A field trip to Mt. Evans for the
mountain goats is tentatively scheduled for
June. Contact Chuck Winter for additional
information.
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May Competition Results
Judge: Chris Loffredo

Open

1* Place
Colorado Mammals Triptych
Jan France

Critigue: 5 entries

HoM Wildlife

1* Place
Cougar
James Hager

2nd
rd

w
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Wildlife

1* Place
Lioness drinking at desert waterhole
Charles Summers

2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM
Scenic
1% Place
Storm Clearing
Reb Babcock
2nd
3rd
HM
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From the Webmaster

The MHWPC website (www.mhwpc.org) is
continuing to grow.

Random winning images from the monthly
competitions are shown on each page, and
all winning images for the month are
available in a gallery.

The club's Articles of Association are
available through the News & Information
menu.

Many members have added links to their
photo-related websites. Contact the
webmaster (webmaster@mhwpc.org) to
add a link.

Additions in the near term are geared towards
enhancing communication within the club.

Rules for the 2007 TWE competition will be
posted.

A schedule of competitions (digital and
slides/prints), with submission windows for
the digital competitions, will be added.
Every member will get an account to access
the member's-only part of the site.

A blog for current events like fall foliage and
spring wildflower reports where everyone
will be able to view, but only members will
be able to post.

Broadcast messages where members will
be able to email all other members.

If you have any suggestions for how to improve
the website, contact the webmaster
(webmaster@mhwpc.orq).

Library News from the Lamb’s

/ Stop by at the next

> meeting and look

A at the new
A

additions which
r
an

Joe and | found or
brought back from
our trip to
Canyonlands and
Arches in Utah!

Vol. 31, No.6

We bought two DVD’s which can be checked
out — Touring the Southwest ‘s Grand Circle
which includes vistas from Arches, Bryce,
Zion, Grand Canyon, Monument Valley and
Mesa Verde or the DVD of Arches and
Canyonlands.

We also have Alaska — A Photographic
Journey by Stevens Dana Bunker, The
Photographic Encyclopedia of Birds by
Richard Comber (great for those birding
enthusiasts), Alaska: Southeast to McKinley,
and a few others.

For those new to digital photography my new
favorite and the pick of the month is Total
Digital Photography by Chris George. This
book illustrates and discusses such topics as
capturing the best images, manipulation of
many different pieces of equipment, output
and storage, etc. | have enjoyed perusing it
this month although teaching has prevented
me from doing much with the information.

Other new selections include KISS Guide to
Digital Photography by Tom Ang and The
New Digital Photography Manual (newly
revised and edited).

Stop by and check something out — don’t
forget to return it next month. Last month
only one person checked out a book — and
selected a check out prize! It could have
been you!! For a check out choice prize |
picked up a 2007 calendar from Tom Till's
Gallery in Moab — beautiful!

Joe and Betsy Lamb
inblamb@comcast.net or 303-841-2565

Workshops and Seminars

Cathy & Gordon lllg — Workshops:
Adventure Photography 303 237-7086
gordon@advenphoto.com
www.advenphoto.com
Mt. Evans/Alpine Adventure, June 12 —-15
Wildlife Babies, June 19 —22; only a few
openings left
Glacier National Park, July 8 — 13
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Russ Burden’s Photography Tours
Visit  russburdenphotography.com. Contact
Russ at 303 791-9997, rburden@ecentral.com

Destinations include:
June 16 - 22, 2007 - Tetons and
Yellowstone Natl. Park in Spring
Sept. 22-Oct. 1, 2007 - Tetons and
Yellowstone Natl. Park in Fall -10 day trip
Oct. 6 - 12, 2007 - Vermont in Autumn
Oct. 20 - 25, 2007 - Hunts Mesa in
Monument Valley and Capital Reef NP.
Nov. 3 - 9, 2007 - Bryce Canyon and Zion
National Park
Dec. 1-7,2007 - Bosque Del Apache and
White Sands Natl. Mon.

James Hager Photography - Small Group Photo
Safaris, www.JamesHagerPhoto.com
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com

Kenya in Sept 2007: Classic safari to
Samburu and Masai Mara National
Reserves - 20 days, Sept 25 to Oct 14,
2007.
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President : Chris Loffredo
ChrisLoff@comcast.net 303-267-3846
Vice-President : Matt Schaefer
mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882
Secretary/Treasurer : Patrick Devereaux
patrick.devereaux@cushwake.com 303-683-7011
Newsletter Editor : Frank Weston
frank@frankweston.com  303-829-7494

TEAM LEADERS
Monthly Programs : Chuck Winter
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538
Membership : Rita Summers
ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355
Special Programs/Field Trips
Chuck Winter
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538
Competition : Russ Burden
Competition Scoring : Chris Loffredo
Competition Entries :

Judging Coordinator : Fred Stearns 303 400-0385
Snacks/Greeters : Roger Kinney 303-369-6120
Publicity : Buzz Soard 303-779-9933
Library : Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565
Webmaster : James Hager
http://www.mhwpc.org johager@earthlink.net

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Rita Summers * Russ Burden
Chuck Winter * Fi Rust * Frank Weston

June Meeting

Wednesday June 13
7:00 pm — 10:00 pm
at
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE
10035 South Peoria

Competition: Digital
Submittal Deadline: June 10, 2007

May Attendance: 51




